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troduced in that work; and afterwards directed 


 * orders of people many of the good: * 


ſentiments; which, though intermixed with in-—- 
ferior materials, and put into-an humble dreſs, 3 
may prove an acceptable 7 to daß J 


To Ms. DENWARD. 


W * | OE 


In RE SOTO of a bat? "id 

which I was favoured by the Monthly Re- 1 
| viewers, I had reſolved to write a ſhort tract . 
for the poor, that might anſwer the purpoſe f 
my Fabulons Hiftoriesz, but remained undeter- 
_ mined in reſpe& to the mode of executing i 
this deſign, till you ſuggeſted to me the idea E 
enlarging the hiſtory of The Two Farmers, in- 4 4 


MaDpan, 


me to Dr. Primati's Diſſertation on the Duty by 
Mercy; and Sin of Cruelty to Brute W 
which I had never before ſeen. EY 4 
In compoſing this ſimple tale, I be [ 
deavoured to comply with the wiſhes of _ 

my kind adviſers; and am pleaſed with 4 


opportunity of communicating to the 


DEDICATION. 


bot I cannot conſcientiouſly appropiate their 
'_ thanks to myſelf : pardon me, therefore, Ma- 
18 for the liberty I take, in pointing out. 
; 2 perſon to wliom they are originally indebt- 
ea, for the moſt valuable part of the preſent. 
performance Happy ſhall I be if it meets 
Kew your approbation ; and is found to anſwer 
Hans benevolent intention in propoſing i 3 
231 beg Narr acceptance of my beſt acknow- 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


An ardent deſire of being ufeful toa very OE. 
ant part of the riſing generation, bas induced the 
author of the Servant's Friend to exh;bit the virtues 
of Mr. and Mrs. Simpkins in another point of view, 
in hopes that their hiſtory will prove an areal | 
_ vehicle for conveying to Sunday ſcholars, under the 
| idea of amuſement for their leiſure hours, ſome ler- 
ſons, which, if imprinted on their minds, m be | 
beneficial to them in the future part of their wee; þ g 
| when a prudent frugality in a Rate of ſervice; oe Ol 
— gratuitous reward of their diligence and fidelity, ry 
| have enabled them to marry and fettle in the worlds; 
It may be ſaid, that it is to no pirpolfe % 
the thoughts of the lower ranks of peaple t 
the farming buſineſs, when ſmall farms are — 
to be met with, The truth of this obſervatin* 8 
acknowledged and lamented : but let it be . 
ered, that thoſe for whom this little work id 2 
deſigned are not yet in want of ſuch a kind i 
ilement; and who can tell what the good provides 1 
of. Gop may bring about for his ſervants in the | > 
- courſe of a few Years ? 6 
Ik, as there is cauſe to believe, ee 5 
in the poor has averted the bleſling of Heaven,' and 1 
obſtructed the charity of their ſuperiors, contrary ef- 4 
fects may be expected from their reformation; and ijt 
2 * be doubted, 9 e 
ö A 3 | 1 . YA 


1 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


abt of religious infirufiion, which is how be- 
| owed upon them, a variety of means will be gon- 
trived for perpetuating and increaſing their comforts 
an every ſtage of life. The readers df the following 
pages are therefore earneſtly entreated to peruſe them 
with attention; and to obſerve the moral and religious, 
anſtrudtions they contain, more than the incidents of the 
Hlary. A great part of theſe inſtructions are extracted 
from the valuable work of a learned and pious author: 
de reſt are the dictates of a heart warmly intereſted 

„ in the pes of the 28 Nor are the leſſons here 


. of life; for THE RELIGIOUS OBSER= 
| a3 Nies oF THE SABBATH-DAY,and THE EXERCISE 


are: general duties; and whoever performs, them in ; 
8 greateſt extent will be the higheſt in the eſteem 
—— 


4 Dy SENZFOLENCE TOWARDS MAN AND BEAST, 
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— Ach he — himſelf — 
3 convenient houſe, ſurrounded with fields * 


of rich aebi land; er with fufficient gas 
for the live-ſtoth he h: ' purchaſed, which de! 
2 8 cows, « core. of thorp, IONS 


7 hr 2 


= gg ſhall call — Simpki 


woman who had been 1 | 
L be 2 took his good mother td 


him, chat he 0 r comfort 1 
— 


$ K 7 | 1 

tr ) he bad befides ſeveral occaffonal 1 5 

bourers. One of his men was named Richard Bruce, 

the other Roger Hicks. Nichard Bruce was an ex- 

_ priſenced truſty ſervant, who ſeemed te have been 

- omed te Ms. Simpkins as a reward for his fide- 

hey to his own maſter ; for, like himſelf, he acted 

> mon the principle of doing as he would be done 

dy; and the farmer would have been often at a 

uad lofs without ſuch an adviſer ; though he had get 

E me knowledge of buſineſs by working at huſban- 

d dry, when Gut of place, and reading books on the 

fſubject at Mr. Brown's. Richard Bruce was in- 

= duced to hirs himſelf to Mr. Simpkins from having 

= Heard a great deal in his praiſe ; for though he was 

nder -- e eu was known imthe 

a e ee him, or at leaſt eo 
{Was von di bees 3 therefore , . | 

mation which ſome - 

2 1 ill in one 


7 way : 


ole, nas yore 


—— —— 8 Pore _ 

1 wo en. to his uſual cuſtom, the 1 J 

3 + when he entered on his new tation of life, ; 

tze ſcriptures for directions how to act 28 afar _ 

JW mer and maſter of à family; and collefted-from TY "0 

+ chance the following texts, which, with the — 1 
n 1 ed * cn. 2 


Thou fhalt not def 


and a ſmall. =_— 
| But thou ſbalt have a perſict and ju 4 ang . * E | '4 
and juft meaſure ſhalt thou Fro that 2 4 


Fhou Halt not bag brother i in thine heart. Me a af I 


| 2 5 to them 


8 4 7 wr be: F 
6 * 3 5 + ag fag Si _ 


. 5 


Into a little memorandum book, intending to carry. 

it always about him, that he might read it occaſion-; 
ally as be walked 1 in * e to remind HAR. 
his duty, 4; | | ES | 


Tu ſhalt not fleeh with the wages 9 an eee 

Provide for thine hou {d. 

TOP not have in thy bog divers weights, agreed 
a mall. e 

| Thou fhalt not have i in thine bouſe divers dalla great 


. 


landwhich the Ledi Gage e 
Da which goeth out of ty meth tes hl kr e. I 


8 
. 4 
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| Recompenſe a Nan por for et, ey IT = 
As much as in you lieth, live . with al m. - 
Thou ſhalt not go up and down as a tale-bearer. _ 


mens. folbch; and ht not ha. 
— he Tan blb. 1 

forgive not men their treſpaſſes, neither will your” 
enly Father ap ie your ale. 


te fs 4 85 3 
Love ene ancther. 35 —_ 
Honour al! men; ; hroe the brotherhood: alu. Gut, . 5 
= _ of vainglory... 1 
not vain. | be 
3 fonners entice thee, conſent then wok, 
trong drink i is a mocker, _ 
+ wr is a dinner of herbs run,, 
ae hatred. therewith, _ 
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1 l 10 J . 
1 4 btede man deth the life of his ben © 
| Thou halt not R 
2 es ſhalt not plow with an ox and an aſi together.” | 
' Thou 1 thy 8 ax or bis heh ee. 
* and hide thyſelf from t thou ſhalt, in any caſe, 
3 bring 2 thy brother : 5 
. And if thy brother be vn nigh unto thee, or if then know 
him not, thin thou ſhalt bring it into | thine own bouſe, 
| e ee ee font ter the 
ent run ſhalt reftort it to him again. 
ET eee, are 
1 


1 1 for-nothing ; Fwy in every 4 by prayer and 
3 cation, with thankſgiving, make requeſts 
1 — n . | 
. - Take no [ anxious 7 br or your life, ge hall at 
e what „ or wherewit . 4 
clothed; 1 „ 1 ? 


- need of all theſe things: Trendy 1 7 
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Mr. Simpkins's ſervants came to their phe 
Saturday evening: it was his particular fanc <y ey 
ſhould do fo, that he might take them to 
and return thanks to God for making him an 1 
bold, before he ſet them to work. On the Sun 
eve ing, after reading the foregoing portions of 
ſcripture, and ſome others which pointed- aut the 
duties of maſters and ſervants, and ſevcrat of David's 
pſalms, he, his wife, and mother, joined together 
in linging the following 


The Huſbandman's Prayer. 


a CREA Ton of this earth, - 
Who gave to ev ry fecd its birth; : 
By whom our d, with fhoaw'rs are Weſt, - 

Regard the þ/bandman' s requeſt, I 
Im going now to ill my ay zromd,,  *: oo 3 OO 
And ſcatter there my feed arounds, © 4 
Which Ine more cxpett to fem 
 Unlejs'thy bleſſing eu with me. 3 | 
In vein our feed around we throw ;; + + 
In vain we; ow where we ſow ;, 1 


tept #72 deft our labours Bleſs, 
2 the gram a dus increaſe - 


Ia ane, of all my barn es, 
WL 2 the en wig 3 
2 thy blelſing dves per unde 1 

The buried corn, Fro ſhoot the Blade. 1 N 1 
Let then thy bleſſing, Lonp, BOY 88 | 
On ail the labours of m hand; „ 
That I with joy may reap and mm ĩð 3 
| #rich return for what I ſeus. = 


+ From the Hubbandman's Bag 
a 


— 9 


b 
*.9 


— 


oy 


Open the withiow of the ſy, ©} 
E A om on higk:: I 
Miß fat of earth the ſeed fu Main, | 
And raiſe a ſpear from every grain. 


Let not our firs thy vengeance _ 
1 To farm our — braſs.* above ;.. 
Or harden into iron our earth, 1 
An oer our Pw to ſpread a darth 


Burt four in ſeaſon, on thi grain, 

E - 2 armer the later rain; 1 | 
I in proportion due ſupply © „ 
 . The needful'change of wet and dry. 

n werdaia ts devour 3. 

 Forbid the mildew's blafting /pro 'r r3. 

_- Forbid the tempeſt to agſtroy 

ah growing crops and promis'd j joys © 

3 Crown rag thy goodriefs, Lon o, the * | 
1 N * tet thy 4 he apy ear ;,. - 
= 8 'd with gra — _ corn, 
=. And hills let. various flocks at % 

= Oer to the ſons of men their x: es 
Las beaſts with fatt ning graſi 12 . 
All things in plenty, Lo N, 5 * Hai ""* 2 
| That all our wants may be pl as. 1 


Give us @ plenty, Lok b, we pray, 
From fllds of corn, from meads of . * 
O fruits from orobards. gr. 4 . 3 
Of milk from all the milky 


_ Thou, Lon d,  oduobſaſe to * EY 
And ev'ry evork uus fals in hand; 4 


= * f + F . F 14 * 

* That , with lifted hands, we may. ; 7 
A \ : ; ; * * 1 . K. 2 Tx * 

E N f 8 ot 
ET 4 r 24 
1 Return hee praiſe night and di | „„ 

4 g 3 * 'Y 8 . % . * * 2 2 5 

Fs $ F s a - _ 
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|  bour of the day was over. 


2 E Y ben * had done ** the e N 


-. * 
2 Te N N 
unn * n 
TIT * * 
” Y 4 ** i A y 4 
— 9 4 ah. "LE BED 
* s * . 


| | i. % & "I 4 
Aſier this hymn was ended, Mr. Simphins deſired A 
his family to kneel down while he read prayers: andi 
before he retired to reſt he told them that he ſhould 4 
make this a conſtant practice every evening, and 
would gladly begin each e day in the ſame manner; 
but & 880 not be managed, excepting. on Sun 
days, becauſe buſineſs required very early attend. 
ance in the fields; but be recommended to each ob 
his ſervants to pray in private. 
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Ix was n „ in Mr. Simpking's cage 
that when the bulineſs of the day was over, his- 
ſervants ſhould be companions to him, his wie 
and mother; and therefore, excepting on Sen 
they lived in the kitchen, becauſe two fires would 
have been expenſive ; and it would have looked afs 
feed in them, ho had latelj bcen in 2 low ftationz 
to have lived always i in the parlour. Fhey withed "i 
to keep up a proper diſfance betweerr themſelves: and 30 
their domeſtics ; 1 at the ſame time, to lay no 
farther reſtraint on en and boys than was res 
quiſite for this N as they had a reaſonable 
elaim to cheerfulneſ(s and merrunent when the la- 


AY 
0 
* 


Mr. Simpkins entered on his farm at Michaelinas; - 
and by. the time he was ſettled, the evenings began < | 
to be long; he therefore brought forth bis ,books;. - F 
in order to teach the boys to read. Tom Lang had 
deen taught a little; but Joe Martin did not Kno, 
- His letters, nor was he much inclined; to learn; 


"> Al 
of , a 
P 4 
> 
t˖ — 


2 2 


2rd Bruds, uſually aſked them queſtions concerni 
ere cu, ſuch as, ER 15 beſt meth 
_ of reaping corn tying up eaves?. buildi 
the 3 making ricks? &c. which had * 
dency to improve them in their calling. Aſter this, 
dne or other told a diverting ſtory, or ſung a ſong. 
Mrs: Simpkins had a very good voice; and though 
| the did not approve Sufan Clarke's collection 5 
ballads, ſhe knew a few. that no young womin need 
be aſhamed to ſing before any body; but, when a 
ſervant, ſhe contented herſelf with theſe 2 be- 
Cauſe learning a variety ſhe thought would 
put buſineſs out of her head. Old Mis. 
© often contributed to their amuſement, by finging 
the ditties which uſed to beguile the time while ſhe 
fat at her ſpinning- wheel, and ſweetened her harder 
rs. Her moſt favourite ones were, the Berk- 


it, or that ridiculed any thing that was religious: 


3 


and appatitions, becauſe Mr. and Mrs. Simp- 


2 10 believe i in them; beſides, ſuch ſtories can anſwer 


no purpgſe but to make timorous people more 


3 | _ fearful 


ES. of ſcripture ſuited to the inſtruction which 
family at that time ſtood in particular need of, 
which he explained to them according to the know- 
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| Tender 8. I ſhall begin with his obſervations on the 
| firſt chapter of Gene, which * ing | 


to 
ins 


ze Lady, Fair Roſamond, The Lamentations of 
Jane Shore, and Chevy Chace. No ſong was ever 
by the Fre · ſide that had the leaſt imm orality in 


. did any one relate nonſenſical ſtor ies about 


had learnt, at Mr. Brown's, that it was f© oY . 
On Sunday evenings Mr. Simpkins ſelected ſome | 


_ Jedge he had acquired at Mr. Brown” s, or from 
| booky which he had carefully read. As his remarks 
be uſeful to others in the ſame rank of lite, 3 
ſome of them for the edification'of mx 


* mu 
"ITY nr 
= er 


& 2: + _—_— 
of exciting ſentiments of tenderneſs and juſtice to» 7A 
wards his cattle, 77 Orme nes 

| | Mr. Simpkins defired his men and boys to take © 

. notice, that this chapter told them, Go p created 

1 all other living creatures, as well as man, and gave 

them life, and bleſſed them. That man, as well 

as the lower creatures, was made ant of the duſt x 

the earth; Jo that, in reſpe& to our Bodies, ſaid © 

N be, we are no better than the meaneſt worm that 
* F Ccrawleth upon the ground; and it is only by divine 
appointment that man has dominion over the reſt of 
| the creMion; for, as our Maker, God could, if it had 

. been his good pleaſure, have given dominion to the 

horſe or the ox, or any other creature, and have left 
man like the baboon, to herd with brutes. There- 
fore, added the farmer, ve ſhould not be tyran- 
nical, as we too often are, over poor dumb bealts, 
who are placed in their different ranks by Gs 
ALMIGHTY's will, and not their own choice. 
Io be ſure,” continued he,“ man has the pre= F 
| ference to g brute in reſpect to. reaſon; but this, 8 
well as dominion, is the gift of Gon; who can take 
it away, and yet let the human form remain the 
ſame, as is the caſe with natural fools: and when 
we have reaſon, and do not act according to it, W 
become brutes; nay, worſe than brutes, in human 
1 ſhape. And though GoD ALMIGHTY, in his in, 
| + finite wiſdom, gives men hopes of immortal life a. 

| | death, this is his free gift alſo; for it is not natural * 

for men to riſe from the dead; and we can no more 
raiſe ourſelves than the brutes can; nay, if we lead 
wicked lives we ſhall bring ourſelves into a worſe Þ 
condition than that of the meaneſt reptile. There-. 
| fore, my lads,” ſaid the farmer, do not ſet your- '? 
* fees up above dumb creatures, as if men alone 
ere the workmanſhip of Gop; but pray uſe them 
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e earth, as well as wes 
. there i is no doubt but hex 5 can feel pain. For 
i own part,” continued the good farmer, I mean 
ns offence to any of you; but I look upon my horſes, 
my onen and ſheep, nay, on the dogs and cats, as. 
2 5; and, as ſuch, ſhall give them their due, 
protect them if I ſee them ill treated. Poor 
e creatures? they cannot complain to their maſ- 
tete as you men and boys can do; and therefore may 
alter a deal of miſery out of my ſight, that I car 
© never here of; but, depend upon it, I faall be very 
angry if! know of any barbarities na on them ; ® 
fo take care what you do, my boys. 
I defire,” added. he, 42 you will not fail to 
feed the horſes properly, and give them“ water. 
ger how Bard poor beaſts work, and that they 
| 4 muſt want refreſhment. You, Sho don't toil half 
och as they do, would' think it a very fad 
„Thing if I was to deny you bread' and cheek and 
Ex I er, and lend vou falting to bed; or were I to 
give. wiel without drink, or drinł without 
[SES it would be very uncomfortable to you: 


2 x 


_ — 
2 


£ 4 2s it muſt certainly be to the poor beaſts; for 
er plain. that they feel both hunger and 


* . * faill he, 3 always take 
A " the barnels off the horles as ſoon as they have done 
Work ; rub them down, and git e them ſome good 
lien. you know how refreſhing it is to you ſelves 
De clean; and tis my belief that horſes mind 
eanlineſs more than many men. and boys do: but 
22 you had all rather lie in a bed than on the 
ground; and ſo had. the borfes, there is no 


%- tg Think. of your own feelings then, my 
3 boys, and pity theirs. 1 ſhall "take: care to 
Provide cats and 109 for the horſes and other catile 
"WM * * can 1 blue them for their ſerxices . 

. They + 2 


. 
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> IE 


ten 
y want neither our money nor i they 
5 "all, as one may ſay, wear Gop ALMenrv's livery, Þ 
| E provides them with more durable garments 
than the beſt art of man can furniſh them with; 
and if beaſts were as proud as we, they might re- 
4 h us with wearing their ſecond-hand clothes. 
And all the graſs of the field is, ſtrictly ſpeaking, 
their property; though we farmers are apt to talk'of i 
"our hay and our graſs; for hath not God ſaid, in the 3 
chapter I have been reading, ** To every beaft of the © 
field I have given every green r meat; Ihe 
graſs and other t therefore, whether green or 
' made into hay, are no giſts of ours; the beaſts have . 7 
a juſt right to them; they were given to them beſore 
mad wit. ed and refore to withhold it from | 
bogs Peng ng? 3: Sore rd and 2 fin. 
a fave the meg, our own woekgy ak! uſe of the i 
labour and ſtrength of beaſts to plow it for us, "we ' 
ought, in juſtice and gratitude, to give them ſame - 
thing in lieu of what we have taken away. EN 
corn I ſow is my corn, not their corn, the griifs 1 
plow up is their graſs, not my graſs; for * God 2 
appointed man to be tenant of the field, I 
bim no right to deprive his beaſt of that 
which Gop ordained for him: but, as lord of the 
manor, God ALMIGSTY demands a quit-tent f 
bim forthe uſe of the beaſts that labour or him: 
therefore I think myſelf in duty bound continued 
Mr. Simph ins, «to fupply the wants of. my cattle 
ſome way or other ; 171 not; I ſhall #& as bad s 
| a thief or a robber; may, in one reſpect, wyrſe ,s 
_ thoſe who rob their own kind; becauſe a man ma 
5 try another by law for robbing him, and get 
* == done; but poor dumb creatures can make 
755 mo: cy there are no 9 to plead for 
1 n * 3 = 


= as. 
3, #4 _ 
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Richard Bruce entirely agreed with his maſter; 
for though he was not ſo good a ſcholar as Mr. 
Simpkins, he could read bis Bible, and had a deal 
of humanity in his diſpoſition. He faid that, for bis 
part, be never, uſed dumb things ill; indeed he was 
* to do fo, for he c ered them all as God 
. Almighty” s creatures, which, after he had made, he 
1 need to be good. ** "Don't we read in the 
1 alms,” added he, 6c The mighty Gon, even the 


al and 5 call the = _—_ 2 th 
| 1% ever s 
3 "a oo 2 ih 7 FOE 


as Very true, Richard,” replicd Mr. Simpkins : cc and 
x't . remember that Solomon, in the — 


* . : 7 
- . , , * FY 4 5 - 3 # . wo - . we 4 
r VPY r dai... ELLA. at  A4ADq<a 26. ard 


ſays, Pkg thou 1 4 28 N 
"bated 5 it. 
1 r. x hav 2 
3 o nat 3 
5 * To be ſure,” 110 Mrs. 2 „ no crea- 
= tare that God hack mac can be unknown to him; 
4 * We can r 20 he wall deſpiſe his own 
$ An this is very 004,” faid old Mrs, Simpltins : 
IJ and 1 ſhould like to bear more of it, if 1 could 
| keep awake: but, my dear Thomas, when you get 
books 8 you forget how time ſſies Roger 3 


E.. ns en F this half hour; Joe Martin lovky. 
” . thu ng rubs his eyes 3 and I da e- 
1 any: daughter Kitty is ſeepy too: ſo let us go 
2 5% With all my heart,” ſaid the farmer 
fo put "the Bible on the thelf, my dear, and let us 
_ Gy. our, prayers; which they according did, 8 | 
_ implored 6 9 EM mi 
* 8 328 | 


— 
4 3 
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to beat him with it ; ; but recolleQing that her might 
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CHAP. "ir. * 


Ir happen eos gaturday that Tom La , WA 
buſineſs. * was to milk the cows, had 1 from —4 
maſter to go and fee his mother, who was ill ; and e 
Martin was ordered to milk for him. As he badia * 2 
quarrel with Tom the night before, Joe mms" 
at being obli d to do his work: however, he dare 
not re 3 To away he went in very ill humour, at 

thus he continued all day. It happened that, in 
evening, Mr. Simpkins went accidentally paſt be 
cow-houſe, juſt at the time of — *. he 
ſaw the doof ſhut, and heard a ſtrange lowing with- 
in: he haſtened forwards; and, ſuddemly entering the 
opychoulh 1 the wicked urchin, Joe A 3 
beating poor Colley, iet, hart | 
knotted Rick. as hard ns JEU ike.” - Shocks 
and provoked at once, the farmer ſeized the, FX 
boy, and, fnatching the tick from him, was 


lame him for ever, he contented himſelf with giving ; 
r ſmatt cuts with a hazle fwitch he had 
AS Nan 1 
When Me. Simpkins techn names his 1 
and mother perceived that ſomething had diſturbed" 
him, and begged to know the cauſe of his uneafineſs, 
which he related; and young Mrs. Simpkins, who. 
Was very, tender-hearted, could not help dropping a 
few tears when ſhe heard how poor Codes her fa- 
"IT Os had 2 74 . 5. "Wicks, 
+0 aday, miſtreſs | 
< what it whimper for? I have ſeen oger Wis 
than thi at Farmer Mille's : he never drove eK 
warts. there but he_goaded him along with 4 : 
| Dag nail at the end of a ſtick, or cut him | 
_ To ä * be W 


0 1 
F 3 
5 br 
1 ” _ 
q * 
=_ . 
Y 
1 > 
: x; Eri 1 b 
I 2 %? - _ 8 , ny 
S I WW. 
"He I * | Sf ' . | 5 13 7 
- % s 1 $ 3 5 ” l ; : l fY 
\ oy py * 1 
* 29 a 
* 


8 


8 io 7] 
E or 4 Where mad, and did a mortal deal of miſ- 
SE  Cchief at fair.” 
And why did you not tell me of this when you 
heard me order him a milking?” faid Farmer Simp- 


kings, who could not help being a „ mr 
not, maſter,” anſwered Roger was aſhamed, 
and afraid; and beſides, fays ys 2 ytelf, I muſt not 
ol tales; and I thou obt E could — 'do fo here, 


7 2 
3 


* 


not; 5 K. he did, it might de the better for him, 
2 but that's not my buſineſs; you care for 


Alter the boys; ſo no great d can be done to 
-the poor dumb creatures.” —** Turn Joe away di- 
rely!” exclaimed 


2 let bim ſtay a day lo 


A meaſure would only ſecure my own. cattle from 


1 
_ 4 
8 


* 


3 22 ut, 80 1 think the beſt way will be to keep him, 
8 d try to teach him bt tter; perhaps, by being al- 
E * with- people who have cen hearts, he may 


good habits. - Beſides, my dear Kitty, it is not 
ſhy ern the example of — ba 


| 9 e * is fa- 
5 


ſe you care for your beaſts, and Farmer Mills 
your beaſts, maſter, and Richard Bruce looks well 


12 Is. . Simplins, oe! Don't 
dw Toe cried the mother. ** He 

4 — be ſo oupiſhed, to be ſute, ſaid Mr. 

Simpkins, (whoſe. anger began to cool;). es but ſuch - 


3 being ill treated; and be may be truſted, and uſe 
ber people's badly a long while before he i is found 


eſſed Lord and Sa- 
. our. Ile Chrift, to caſt off th. 2 wicked without 


TY 


ww. 


"VO EP. 6 ns Oh 


% .O5S. .. MTA... 4 
1 * = 
4 * 
1 ; 
. 4 % . 


Gu RUE Tea 


fend thenfelves.” 


cruel trick, and he deſerves a good trimming for it: 


Martin, who had run away and hid himſelf, bein 


be knew him guilty of the like offence, he would 
ty. to make him feel as much pain as he gave the 


: parey et thetnſelve: down: and while the farmer 
tt] 


1 | _ needle; her mother-in-law knitted; Richard, Roper, 3 
| 2 2 and Tom, waſhed and combed themſelves, on 5 5 Y 
; * e it. to > do i in the ——_— 
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by Veth tree,” replied Mr. Simpkins: © but, for 

the future, when Tom Lang is out of the way, I 
will milk the cows myſelf ſooner than let Joe Mar- 
tin do it, for I will not truſt the poor beaſts to oy 
one whom I know to be barbarous. All the fault | 
poor Colley committed, as I * was kicking. 4 
down the pail.” | 1 

«© I ſuppoſe he uſed her roughly,” faid Mrs. Simp= ag 
Kins ; and that made her 1 8 in order to keep A I 
him at a diſtance,” * 6 - 

Mloſt likely ſo indeed !” replied old Mrs. Simps. 
k ins; © for it is natural for dumb creatures 1 


EF +. However it was,” fab the farmer, 64 it way a” 


but I muſt go and pay the men.” When he return- __ 
ed he ordered a mug of ale, and a bit of bread and 
cheeſe; and then ſat down to ſettle the weekly ac» - 
counts ; 'and defired Richard Bruce to look for. Joe... 

afraid of a ſcolding from his miſtreſs. To be - 
he deſerved it, and his conſcience told him ſoz and. 
if any thing could have made Mrs. Simpkins ſcold, 
it would have been beating the cows: but the was ͤũ 
very meek - tempered woman, and left the cortectĩun 14 4 
of the boys to her huſband, who, when Richard #s 
turned with Joe, defired the later to go toe... 2 | 
without his fu upper, which was all the puniſlimen = I 
he inflicted upon him; but aſſured kim, that it r 7 


poor beaſt. Tom Lang was come in; ſo — 9 
ed his books, Mrs. Simpkins worked. it ther Wl 


3 and ninth chapters of — 


a to judge by in every caſe, for it ſometimes happened 
WW. - that good people periſhed with the wicked, when God's 


Cy 
CHAP. IV. 


| Tu next day being Sunday, FE farmer and 1 
- , family, in turns, read the whole hiſtory of the Flood, 


as it is related in the fifth, ſixth, ſeventh, ghd, 


Mr. Simpkins ſaid, that was no certain * 


ts were in the earth; but if God ſaw fit 


woe them off from this world, he would recom- 


ſe them in a better. However, it was plain, 
ſaid, from the ſcriptures, that all the people 


* who dwelt on.the earth at the time of the flood, er 3 


igt have eee the next generation. 


0 Mrs. Sar, obſerved, that there was 
ty; which Was, that 

5 man: © Now 
3 e ee , God ſometimes changes 

” his purpoſes; which cannot be the caſe, as he al- 
ways knows beforeband what will happen, FEAR 
1 it will be proper '1 
True, mother,” replied Mr. Simpkins ; « but, 5 
my gad mater, Mr. Brown, told me, that all ve 
dre to-underiiand from this expreffion is, that God 


making 


for him to do.” 


not have done, had n 


— . - 


.S — tt they + were 15 15 to live: for — 5 
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Non 2 8 ſons 


are poſſible, cauſed the bir Is and beaſts to 


1 443: 


axftreth not the death of ons 3 much leſs of che j P 4 
ſands, but rather that be ſhould turn + 
and liue. It appears,” faid he, to have been te 


from his wickedneſs 


determination of God, from the beginning of the 
world, that when any city, or kingdom, became 


ſinful, to a certain degree, it ſhould be deſtroyed by - . 
| ſome ſignal judgment: 6. hed: the e | 


ſo, it was — juſt it ſhould be deſtroyed. But God oy 4 


did not bring a ſudden On upon the earth, 
for the ark was man 


rs in building, during- 


which time Noah tried'a | he could to convert the 


— to Hs ; and I dare ſay, if any had re- 4 | 


put their truſt in God, the ark would 


ker been made bigger to receive them, or wos 


arks built.” 


Tom Lang faid, he ſhould have liked to hive' "ll 
2 ; 


. No, Tom,” replied his maſter; © I haverea d 


that is was built more in the form of a farm houſe, 


with ſtalls and cabins for the lodgment of men and 


| beaſts; and a foping. covering at the top, like the 8 
wet to run off. Oy - & 


roof of a houſe, for 
„ I wonder, 


,” ſaid Roger Hicks, * how 
managed to catch all the birds, =? 
and make the beaſts go into the ark: if the beaſts | 
had been like the hog I drove from market the other 
day, they would have had a nation bad job of it!” 

Lou may be ſure, Roger, 
kins, that God Almighty, 


with whom all things 


were, of their on accord. Who but God teaches 
8 ane who mates great banned 


bs yo | © WTI 1 to 
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” anſwered Mr. Simp- _ 1 
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, 19 bor beaſts were drowned Ney ud wh ©-. 
* commit wickddncls, why ſhould they ſuffer for A 

mas of men??? % WSy 

bat is a hard queſtion, Richard; \a replied | 

the farmer; but, as Abraham ſaid on another oc- & 

ein, ball not the Fadge of all the earth de right? 

It was certainly u good thing for the men who were g 

 pieſetvediin the ark, that the beaſts and birds ſhould 

pen; for had they all been ſpared when mankind - 8 

| 1 þ- drowned, there would have been fuch numbers 8 

6: wild-beafts and birds of prey, that the few peo - 

ple who were left would have lived in conſtant ter- 

- Fort; and the tame beafts would have run ſtraggling 

Wut in continual danger of being devoured; and, 

j it was the lot of thoſe creatures to die once, it made 

= little difference to them at what time their death 

_ happened; and, perhaps, the manner of their death 


. 1 
Y * 0 
” „ 


was eaſier than any other way would have been, for oY 
God could . ſufferings ſhort. I verily be- WE. 
ere that noevil which innocent beaſts ever fuffered FF — 
tem the hand of God was equal to the pains and mi- * # 
_ feriewthey<ndure from the of man; for God 4 
mere iful when provoked to judgment ; but mam ; 
* ren cruel without any wes > . 1 
think, maſter,” ſaid Richard Bruce; that it 5 
- wir wonderful that ſuch creatures as oxen and 3 

coe thould ſubmit to man. They certainly would 4 


| Kot Tf the 'Almighty had not implies mn chem a 
natural dread of us. How happy wemaythink our- 
 - ſelves that they are ſo tame and Fable for if they 
were as wild and' fierce as ſomt beaſts I once faw at 
_ fair, they would tear us all to pieces; and if they 
Dad reaſon and-ſpeech, as ue have, they: would make + 
2 WM their ſervants, 1 of, | ſubmitting to be ours.” 
0 Aye, Richard,” ſaid old Mrs. nter, God 
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a {bor have to the victuals they eat, and x | 
em; will never deche A 


r 
„ ſort in the 


at; Hor Have ordered Noahto lay up food to-keep.. 4 


| them alive while they were ſhut up there; re 4 1 
_ would ie have cred ove; living thing thag *- 4 
was WR Woah, and taken them nete covenant with.” 
him, _ | . 3 * $7 « ST "ll 

.es e 


n Parties de or pertorm Ge. "£4 
2 2 Among men, to wtite covenants 
vn paper or parchment; And the parties concerned * ; 
- — 7 Ker put their ſeals, as tokens that 
ind chemſelves to Fefform What 
1 eat * „ _ 
18 een Almighty wriee ſuch a covenant «> 4 
ak e Mr. bay . 40 4 2 
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the poor beaſts were drowned : as they could not 


commit wickedneſs, why ſhould they ſuffer for the 
ſins of men??? 

That is a hard queſtion, Richard,” replied 
the farmer; but, as Abraham ſaid on another oc- 
caſion, ball not the Fudge of all the earth ds right? 
It was certainly à good thing for the men who were 
preſerved in the ark, that the beaſts and birds ſhould 
periſh ; for had they all been ſpared when mankind 


were frowned. there would have been ſuch numbers 


of wild beaſts and birds of prey, that the few peo- 
ple who were left would have lived in conſtant ter- 


ror; and the tame beaſts would have run ſtraggling 


about in continual danger of being devoured ; and, 


as it was the lot of thoſe creatures to die once, it made 


little difference to them at hat time their death 


happened; and, perhaps, the manner of their death 


was eaſier than any other way would have been, for 
God could render their ſufferings ſhort. I verily be- 


lieve that noevil which innocent beaſts ever ſuffered 


from the hand of God was equal to the pains and mi- 
ſeries they endure from the cruelty of man; for God 

is merciful when provoked to judgment; but man 

is often cruel without any provocation at all.” 

„I think, miſter,” ſaid Richard Bruce, “ that it 

is very wonderful that ſuch cieatures as oxen and 

cows ſhouls ſubmit to man. They certainly would 


not if the Almighty had not implanted in them a 


natural dread of us. How happy we may think our- 


| ſelves that they are ſo taine and traQabie! for if they 


were as wild and fierce as ſome beaſts I once ſaw at 
a fair, they would tear us all to pieces; and if they 
had reaſon and ſpeech, a< we have, they would make 
us their ſcrvants, inttead of ſubmitei ing to be ours. 


« Aye, Richard,” ſaid old Irs. imobius, God 
Almighty orders all things for e bett. What poor, 


| Naked, miſerable wietches, ſhould we be, if we had 


— 


l 


no power over the beaſts? we ſhould periſh witm ; 
cold and hunger; or be obliged to eat one another, 


as I have heard ſome ſavages do.“ 
« Beaſts are very ſerviceable indeed!“ ſaid Mr. 


Simpkins. What could we farmers do without the 


help of cattle? how could we plow our land, carry 


our corn to market, and do a thouſand other things, 


if we had not horſes to help us? Brutes, therefore, 


have as much right to food and kind treatment, as 


the men and boys have to the victuals they eat, and 
the money that is paid them; and I will never be the 


man that ſhall wrong them of it, or encourage others 


to do it, My good maſter, Mr. Brown, told me, 


that God Almighty made all creatures to enjoy hap- 
pineſs, and ſhare the things of the world, ac- 
_ cording to their ſeveral natures. It is plain,” conti- 
nued he, from what I have been reading, that 
God Arp. wy takes account of dumb creatures, or 
he would not 

ark, nor have ordered Noah'to lay up food to keep 
them alive while they were ſhut up there; neither + 
would he have remembered every living thing that 
was with Noah, and taken them into covenant with 


ave preſerved ſome of each ſort in the 


MR.” 
© don't underſtan 


farmer, A covenant, Tom, is an agrecment made 


between two or more parties to do or pertorm ſome- 
thing. It is uſual, among men, to write covenants 
on paper or parchment; and the parties concerned 


ſet their names, and put their ſeals, as tokens that 


they bind themſelves to perform what they promiſe 
by the covenant.” . . VV 
And did God Almighty write ſuch a covenant?“ 


aid Tom. © No,” anſwered Mr. Simpkins ; but 
He pale the word, and appointed the rainbow as 
A, foken, Theſe are more binding than any hu- 


man ſignature or token; for God is faithful and 


B | never 


and what a covenant is, maſter,” 
ſaid Tom Lang, © I will tell you then,” ſaid the 


RAR th 4 44 1 


| neꝛver faileth to perform his promiſes, and he laſter- 


wards cauſed the covenant to be recorded in the 
Scriptures; and there it remains to this day, and the 
rainbow appears in the ſky, as you very well know. 
I intend,” continued the farmer, © to get ſome good 
ſcribe, to copy the covenant out for me on a lar 

ſheet of paper; and it ſhall be hung up in the hone, 


* - where all of you may frequently fee it, in order to 
put you in mind that God's mercy is over all his works, 
and teach you to be kind to dumb creatures ; for ſhall 


God eſtabliſh his covenant, his everlaſting Cove- 
nant, with every living thing, and ſhall we de- 
ſpiſe and abuſe his creatures ? — What do you think 


= of yourſelf,” added he, Joe Martin, for uſing 
= the poor cow ſo ill yeſterday ?” Joe made no re- 


p, but looked ſulky; on which his maſter went 

on: lt is my duty, Joe,” ſaid he, © to re- 
gard the happineſs of all the creatures God has been 
pleaſed to commit to my care, and to provide for their 
| eaſe and comfort, You would not think it enough 
that I kept from uſing you ill myſelf, if I ſuffered your 


| : =»  Fellow-ſervants to beat and abuſe you: in ſuch a caſe | 


L 5 wicked are cui: io that vo, po. 18 himſelf cruel to 


vou would be ready to complain. But Colley, poor 
Colley! cannot tell her ſtory. 1 found, by her moan- 
ings, that ſomething was the matter ; but if I had not 
caught I's in the fact, ſhe could never have made 
me Tenſible how il] you had treated her; and might 
. have gone about, full of bruiſes, without any pity. If 
God Almighty cares for all dumb creatures, ſurely 
I ought to care for 2 gentle cow, that ſupplies my 
dairy with milk, butter, and cheeſe; otherwiſe I do 
not deſerve ſuch good things, Suppoſe, Tom, that 
God Almighty ſhould cauſe all the cows to die, only 

think what a loſs that would be to the world ;-a 


much greater than the ſame number of wicked boys. 3 


A righteous man, lays the wiſe king Solomon, regard- | 
eth the life of his beaft ; but the tender mercies of the 
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his beaſt, is a wicked man; and he who does not ſee 


that he has his right, is an unrigbteous man. For mv 


part, I am reſolved, while I have beaſts, to make them 


as happy as their nature and condition will admit.” 


« I think,” ſaid Mrs. Simpkins, ** it is a fad 
thing that we are obliged to kill living creatures to 
eat; I ſhould be contented to live upon garden-ſtuff 
and milk all my days, rather than have any thing 


| killed on purpoſe for me. And fo ſhould I,” ſaid s 
her good mother-in-law : but if they were not 
ſome of them to be killed, they would ſoon eat us, 


or at leaſt make a famine in the land, which would 
accaſion our deaths and theirs alſo; in which caſe 
they would ſuffer a great deal more than they do in 


the way we put them to death.” 


Whenever I read about Noah and his family 


coming out of the ark,” ſaid Mrs. Simpkins, I 
think to myſelf, how joyful they muſt have felt, and 


how their hearts muſt have glowed with thankful- 


| neſs to God, when they firſt ſet their feet upon the 


ſolid earth, and ſaw a clear ſky over their heads after 
ſuch a long diſmal confinement,” | 
„ Without doubt they did, my dear,” ſaid, the 


_ farmers: and we ought to be equally thankful every 


time we walk on the ground and view the ſky;. for 


it is the ſame Providence that preſerves us from floods 


of water, and a thouſand other evils which the Al- 
mighty has power to inflict, though he does not act 
by us in fp ſtriking a manner as by Noah and his fa- 


milly. To the care of that merciful God, let us 


therefore now recommend ourſelves, and all our af- 


fairs; and let us pray that he will graciouſly ſend us 


fruitful ſeaſons, and give us hearts to be gratefyl for 


his bleſſings. This prayer ended, the whole family 
retited to reſt ; and Joe promiſed he would never be 


cruel to the cattle any more. 


- CHAP. v. 


Ir was mentioned before that Joe Martin for- 
merly lived with another farmer. The name of this 


perſon was Mills: his father and mother had been 


very laborious people; but they attended to little be- 


| - fides what they call the ain chance, that is to ſay, 
getting money; which they would do if money was to 
de got; for they practiſed a hundred fly tricks, ſuch 


as mixing bad grain with good, chalking two marks 


for one on a milk ſcore, and ſo on, till they ſcraped 
together money enough to purchaſe the farm-houſe 
they lived in, and part of the land, and ſtock it well. 
This, with two hundred pounds in money, they left 
to William, who was their only child. . 
Gods ill gotten,” ſays the proverb, never 
 groſper-”, and ſo it proved here; for Will ſoon ſpent 


in the neighbourhood a young woman, named Patty 
Þ  Goodyer, a flaunting dreſſy laſs, who was always 
= . flirting about with one young fellow or another. 
She uſed often to dance with Will Mills at fairs 


| I a a deal of pride and vanity, they ſet off with making 
= a figure and a flaſh, and pretended to be topping 
k farmers, and quite grand folks. 


F Mrs, Simpkins ſoon after ſhe came into the neigh- 
bourhood; but when ſhe returned, made great 


drefling people. Mrs. Simpkins did not at all like 


. Mrs. Mills; but as ſhe wiſhed to liye in harmony 
with her neighbours, ſhe tgok occaſion one leiſure 


quite 


* and wakes; ſo, as ſoon as his father and mother were 
dead, he married her; and as they had both of them 


col her and her mother, becauſe they were ſuch plain 


day to return the vifit: and her huſband walked 
along with her. Their arrival was quite unexpected 
| 4 ts. Mills; and they found her in a moſt terri- 
| bile pickle, with her gown ſcarcely pinned, her hair 
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u what his father and mother«had ſaved. *T here was 


EF Mis. Mills, being fond of company, went to ſee 
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quite blowſy, and her handkerchief and other things 
very untidy. She had two little children with her, 
who were playing about in frocks, that had been 
white; and gauze caps, with a quantity of flowers 
and ribbon, Vat fo dirty, that it was really ſhocking 
to ſee them; and the poor little creatures faces were 
ſo beſmeared with apple and gingerbread, that, 
—_— pretty children, they looked quite diſagree- 
able. N | 
Farmer Mills was not at home, being engaged 
in ſome drinking party with his boon companions. © 
Mr. Simpkins ſaid he would take a turn in the gar- - 
den; and Mrs. Mills begged Mrs. Simpkins would 
do the ſame while ſhe dreſſed berſelf, They accord- - 
ingly went into what ſhe called the garden; but it 
was more like a wilderneſs, for it was overgrown 
with weeds, and afforded ſcarcely any vegetables fit 
to come to table: but there were numbers of apple 
and pear-trees, and a great quantity of currant and 
_ 'gooleþerry buſhes, upon which the fruit had wither- 
ed for want of gathering. Mr. Simpkins, who was 
very fond of a garden, was quite vexed to ſee fuch . | 
a good bit of ground going to ruin in that manner; 
but was foon called into tea by Mrs. Mills, wo 
had made herſelf as fine as a lady, and dizened her 
children out, and ordered a fire in what ſhe called 
her beſt parlour, where there was every thing very 
taſty ; feſtoon window curtains, a lookiog-wial = 
gilt frame, a carpet, and a ſmatt ſet of tea-things. |} 
Mrs. Simpkins drank a diſh or two of tea, becauſe 1 
| the thought it would be rude to refuſe, but the far- 
mer begged to be excuſed, and wiſhed. for a glaſs of 
alle inſtead of it: but this was not to be had, for Mrs. 
Mills faid her huſband never drank. ale; fo he fad 
perhaps they had a. little cyder or perry, or a glaſs of 
their own made wine. Mrs. Mills. replied that her . 4 


= 8 __hufband would not drink ſuch poor ſtuff, and there- 
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a drain of brandy or rum, a glaſs of ſhrub, or a bot- 
tle of port, ſhe could help him to them. The good 
farmer was quite aſhamed of having aſked for any 
thing, and thanked Mrs, Mills; but ſaid he would 


walk round the grounds while the and his wife drank. | 


Farmers wives who are cleanly have generally a 


pride in ſhewing their houſes to viſiters; and Mrs. 
Simpkins had taken Mrs. Mills into every part of 
hers, which was always neat and in order, from the 


_ to the cellar. She had great Curioſity to ſee 
rs. Mills's; and fo often hinted it by ſaying it was 


and ſo on, that Mrs. Mills could not help taking 


Her up ſtairs; but excuſed herſelf from ſhewing her 
all the rooms, becauſe it was waſhing week, the ſaid, 
and they were in a litter. | : 


The chamber into which ſhe took her was a very 
handſome one: there was a flowered cotton bed, 
with a white counterpane, mahogany chairs, bed- 


4 | tide carpets, and a toilet table with a drefling-glafs, 
to which a Scotch gauze veil was tied with bows of 


blue ribbon ; and the table was covered with drefling- 


| boxes, which ſhe had bought at fome ſale. 
Mrs, Simpkins ſaid nothing; but thought it rather 
too much for folks in their little way. When ſhe 
came down ftairs, ſhe found the two children in the 
palour; one of whom had a little blind kitten, 
about fve days old, which ſhe ſqueezed by the 
neck, and then flung down upon the floor, The 
other child had a young puppy which ſhe kept hold- 
ing to the old cat, who clawed him in the face till 
be whined ſadly. 5 5 
Mrs. Mills was reatly diverted at this ſcene, and 
ſaid «+ How droll it 1s!” But Mrs. Simpkins, 
| Whoſe heart ached at ſeeing ſuch barbarity, replied, 
that ſhe never could find any Jo in tormenting 
poor dumb creatures. How ſhould 


you like,” fair 


| the, Mrs. Mills, to have your children ſqueezed - 


a pleaſant place, and ſeemed to be very convenient, 


— 
* 


8 mice come in places where cats cannot be truſtd. 
Juſt as ſhe ended theſe words, Mrs, Mills gave a 


45 " 
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and banged about in that way, and frightened out 


of their wits?” Mrs. Mills coloured, and replied, 


She hoped there was ſome difference between her 
children and kittens and puppies. Mrs. Simpkins 


anſwered, that ſhe meant no offence; and began 7 
talking, as her huſband had done to his family, about 
their being made out of the duſt as well as we: but 


it was all like Latin and Greek to Mrs. Mills, and 
ſhe would not believe that ſuch creatures had feeling. 


In the midſt of their converſation, a boy, who wass 
a neighbour's ſon, came in with a moule-trap, in. 
which was a little priſoner, that kept running from 
fide to ſide, endeavouring to make its eſcape; but all 


in vain. This he gave to Mrs, Mills's youngeſt 


child. The cruel boy had another mouſe, to the - 


tail of which he had tied a ſtring; this he preſented 


to the eldeſt child, and ſaid ſh2 need not be afraid 
of its biting, fer he had drawn all its teeth. The 
child, eager to divert herſelf with it, flung it down, 
and began dragging it about; but fortunately for the 


poor thing, old puſs caught it, and put it out of its 
| miſery at one gripe. Delighted at the cat's dex- 


terity, the other child opened the door of the trap, in 


order to give puſs ſome more ſport; but the little 
creature, with a palpitating beart, eſcaped into a hole, 
and was out of ſight in an inſtant, to the great joy 


of Mrs. Simpkins, who could not help chiding the 


doy for his barbarity, telling him, that if he were 


' a ſon of hers ſhe would ſend for a doctor to wy : ö 


all his teeth for him, and then he would know w 
he had made a poor little mouſe ſuffer. | 


“ Sure,” ſaid Mrs. Mills, © there is no fin in 
catching rats and mice?” — Not if they are miſ- 
chievous to ns,” replied Mrs. Simpking: “but if we 
keep a good cat or two, they will clear our houſe: 


. 


for it is their nature to eat mice and rats. For my A 
4 


part I cannot bear to ſet traps; and never do, unle 


B o | violent j 


„ 
violent ſcream, which alarmed her viſiter, and fright- 
ened the children. This was occaſioned by her diſ- 
covering a ſpider that was crawling on her hand- 
\  Kerchief. As ſoon as Mrs. Simpkins knew what 

was the matter, ſhe relieved her from her fears by 

taking the inſect off, which ſhe put out at the win- 

dow. Mrs; Mills ſoon recovered herſelf; and ex- 

preſſed her aſtoniſhment that the other could touch 

a ſpider, declaring that the fight of one always made 
her ready to go into fits. I cannot ſee any thing 

to dread in them,” ſaid Mrs. Simpkins: they have 

much more reaſon to be afraid of us, conſidering 

the deſtruction we make among them; and when 

they drop down ſo ſuddenly as they do, tis with a 1 
view of eſcaping from us.” —“ Why did you not 1 
Fill it?” ſaid Mrs. Mills.—“ Becauſe,” replied Mrs. ; 
Simpkins, I did not ſee any harm it was likely to |; 
do; ani ] do not like to kill any thing, unleſs I am | 
+ obliged to do it.“ — © Then you don't care how 
many cobwebs you have, I ſuppoſe?” ſaid Mrs. Mills. 
I cannot ſay 1 like cobwebs,” replied Mrs. Simp- 
Eins: but by making it a rule to ſweep them down, 
and take the bags away, I bave obliged the ſpiders 
| to forſake the houſe—and let them ſpin in the roofs, 
or any place out of ſight, and welcome. 
= * Mrs. Mills declared ſhe could never get the bet- 

ter of her fears of ſpiders; and it was juſt the fame, 

© the faid, in reſpect to frogs, and toads, and eels. Mrs. 
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+ Simpkins ſaid that it was very unfortunate to be fo 

timorous; but ſhe ſhould ſuppoſe any body might 
get the better of it, if they would try, | 2; 
” At this inſtant came in two tall greyhounds, which = 
Jumped up on Mrs. Mills; then on the chairs; and 
- racketed about as if they had never beed uſed to 
any command, Mrs. Simpkins thought it very 
E Rrange that a perſon! who was ſo affraid of a ſpider > 
mould have no dread of creatures fo much more ca 
WW 
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pable of doing miſchief, and ſet it down in her mind 
as a fancy which might be ſubdued. k 

From the cieling of the room hung two bird- 
cages, Mrs. Simpkins looked up in expectation of 
hearing the birds ſing; but obſerved that one, which. 
was 2 linnet, appeared as if his feathers were all 
dropping off, and the other ſat panting with his head 
under his wing; on which, ſhe inquired whether 
the birds were 111? Mrs. Mills anſwered, that ſhe did: 
not know, for ſhe ſeldom troubled her head about. 
them. Mrs. Simpkins begged of her to Lok, for 
| the (aid ſuch. little: tender creatures might be dead 
before ſhe was aware. Mrs. Mills called the may = 
to take them down; when it appeared that the care- .-Þ 
leſs gu] had neglected to clean the cages, till the 
birds were full of vermin; and had turned the mouth- ¾ 
of the water-glaſs on one fide, ſo that the poor ca» 
nary was famiſhing with thirſt, with plenty of water 
in view, Mrs, Mills gave the maid a good ſcold- 

ing; but, as ſoon as ſhe was gone, ſaid ſhe ſhould 7 
not have cared if the birds had died, and ſhe wiſhed 
to get rid of them, for ſhe hated their ſcreaming. 
Mrs. Simpkins replied, that ſhe thought birds, de- 
lightful creatures; and though ſhe. did not like, to } 

confine them in cages, ſhould be glad to have theſs 
if Mrs. Mills would give them to her, who readily. 2 
- ngreed r0.4he neapolale. oh. ll 
_ Mrs. Simpkins then turned the converſation to 
houſewifery ; and inquired how many cows Mrs. 
Mills kept, and whether her dairy was profitable? 
To which the other anſwered that two. cows has 
died lately, and ſhe had only two left, for ſhe was 
the unluckieſt creature in the world, as ſhe-could - | 
not get a good dairy-maid, though ſhe was for ever 
changing, and nobody could think bow her milk _ 
and cream was waſted; and, as for butter, what lite 
tle they had made, was not fit to ſend to market. 
Nor was ſhe more fortunate with poultry, for ue 
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_ Juſt as Mrs. 


C 34 3 
ſcarcely reared turkies, geeſe, ducks, and chickens 
enow for her own table; the fowls laid away, and 
the ma'd neglected them ſo. pen 


Mrs. Simpkins underſtood, from this account, that 


there was terrible management; but thought it was 
Not good manners in her to find fault, and made no 


other anſwer than that ſbe had ſent a good deal of 


one thing or other to market. But, civil as ſhe was, 


I do not think ſhe could have kept from ſpeaking, 


had ſhe gone into the dairy; for, ſurely, never was 


milk before kept in ſo dirty a way! If the dairy 


was in this pickle, think what the hog - ſties muſt 
be! In them a number of poor beaſts were ſhut up, 


and all kinds of offal thrown to them, even the en- 


trails of thoſe hogs which were killed, At other 


times they were left for two days together without 


food, till they were ready to devour one another, 
"The water in their troughs ſtunk; and you may ſup- 


poſe what kind of a condition the bottom of the ſties 
and the ſleeping holes were in. The conſequence 


of this was, that the poor creatures were hide-bound 


F and full of vermin, and horridly naſty beſides; ſo 
that their fleſh, when killed, would fetch no price at 


market. Nor were the calves a bit better managed at 


the time of —_— ſo they turned to little account. 
ills and Mrs. Simpkins had en- 
_ tered into converſation, the farmer came in and 


told his wife that it would ſoon be time for them to 


boys with a lantern, as there would be no moon to 


©. | home, as it was almoſt dark; but he expected the 


= light them. At Mrs. Mills's earneft entreaty he ; 


tien he and his wife took leave, deſiring their ſervice 


K a glaſs of wine, and eat a bit of feed-cake; and 


to Mr. Mills. Mrs. Simpkins did not forget the 


bditds, which were both put into a little trap=cage 
© that had a partition in it; and ſhe tied them up in a 
t Handkerchief, that the poor things might not be diſ- 
RR oe de n 
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CHAP. VI. 


THe party had not proceeded far before 


heard a noiſe, and perceived a light; on which Mrs. 
Simpkins, who was a little timid, called out What's 4 


that, Thomas?” — . Nothing that will harm us, I 
dare ſay,” replied the farmer. ** Oh,” faid Joe 


Martin, It is only farmer Mills's men and boys 


going a bat-fowling.” —* What can that be r* Said 
Mrs. Simpkins. Why I will tell you, "Kinty” 
replied her huſband; “ for I have ſeen the ſport, 
though I could never get up my heart to join it; it 
appeared to me ſo mean, as well as cruel. The poor 
little birds retire to reſt, in places which Providence 


has alldtted for their repoſe; here they turn their 
heads under their wings, and compoſe themſelves to ” 
ſleep, without the leaſt ſuſpicion of an enemy; when, 
all of a ſudden, they are awakened by a violent ſnax- 
ing of the buſhes—they hear a confuſed noiſe they 
perceive an unuſual light: all theſe things together 
confound them ſo, that they know not what to do; 


ſo fly to the light, and are caught in nets, and car- 
ried away by a ſet of unfeeling boys, who often uſe 


be, © is bat-fowling; and if it is not a mean employ- 


ment, I do not know what is ſo. To go creeping 


about in the dark, to ſurpriſe poor little creatures 


who have no way of defending themſelves !—ſcorn 1 
it, my boys! ſcorn it!“ ſaid he, addrefling himſelf 3} 


to the boys. That I will, maſter, for one !” ſaid 
om Lang.  - | 


But ſuppoſe, maſter,” aid Joe Martin, « there 1 


ſhould be ſuch a mortal ſwarm of birds, that if they 


were not killed they would deyour the corn, would 
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them in the moſt cruel manner. This,“ added 


N 
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* 
I graves and fields.“ 
a What do you ſay, then, to ſpoiling birds neſt, 


361 


F there be any harm in bat-fowling them?—had not 
| 4 they better be caught fo than take the chance of 


having their wings and their legs broke by gun-ſhot 


afterwards?” —“ I dont know what to ſay in ſuch 
| A caſe, Joe,” anſwered the farmer; © but whoever 
goes a bat- -fowling ſhould take care to have as good 


a. teaſon for it as that you mention, otherwiſe it 


\- would be, as ſaid before, mean and cruel.” 
Mrs. Simpkins then related what ſufferings the 


poor little birds they were carrying home had en- 


A dured, and her motive for accepting them. © So 


far from wiſhing to confine birds in cages,” faid 
ſhe, © I would ſooner give up a great deal of fruit, 


to have the pleaſure of ſeeing them at liberty, and 
bearing them ſing in the open air; but I thought it 
was an act of mercy to take theſe. 1 cannot help 
g thinking, my dear,“ added ſhe, that ſinging birds 
| * are appointed by God as muſicians for us country 
peop e, to gk us Cheerful, and to teach us to re- 


ce and fing, while we behold the beauties of the 


” Kirty 2 ſaid the farmer. 
oy i think,” replied Mrs. Simpkins, <« that it is 
w rafron cruelty unleſs it is done to prevent thoſe birds 


4 f being hatched who muſt be killed if they are 
Y ered to come into life; 3 but this is ſeldom thought 


of—the poor little creatures labouts are deſtroyed 
merely for ſport, Only conſider what a curious thing 
a bird's neſt is, and what pains it muſt coſt ſuch 
little creatures, who have no tools but a beak and 
claws,to build it with. Think alf) how cloſely the 
hens fit upon their eggs; which ſhews that they 


= have a great deſire to batch them; and the cloſe at- 
1 tendance which both birds give to their young ones 
1 * that * feel a very * love 2 
=. ion 
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fection for them. Now who, added Mrs. Simp» *.} 
4 
leſs, and deſtroy ſo much pleaſure and happineſs ** i 
only for the ſake of diverting themſelves ? -, 3 
“ What father or mother, among mankind,” ſaid * 
Mr. Simpkins, „would like to have their houſes,. 
with all their goods, ſeized on, themſelves left with. = 


kins, „would render all thefe pains and care fruit- 


out ſo much as a bed to lie on, and their children 


with poiſonous food, and ſhut up in a little priſon, 


where he could not be at liberty even to ſtretch his 


limbs? Yet this is often the fate of a neſt of pretty 


birds; whilſt the boy who has ſeized it rejoices in 


his prize, and thinks nothing of the miſery he in- 


flicts, but even ſometimes carries his cruelty ſo far 
as to tie a ſtring to a young bird, and torment it 


with the hope of eſcaping, till perhaps a limb is 
broke, or it flutters and fatigues itſelf to death. 


Now, continued Mr. Simpkins, adrefling him- 


ſelf to the boys, if ſuch hardſhips were inflicted 


on you, if you were dragged about fo, and had your 
limbs broke, would you not make loud complaints? 
Let me beg of you, therefore, Tom and Joe, to do # 
as you would be done by, if you were birds: and do 
not treat poor things in that manner, who,-though = 


they cannot ſpeak to make their diſtreſſes known to 
us, certainly ſuffer a deal of pain and miſery.” + 
The boys promiſed they would never take young 


take birds' eggs? The farmer replied, No, he could 
but ſhoot the ſparrows, he ſaid, if he found a neceſſity 


of deſtroying them to preſerve his corn; and this 
he ſhould be forry to do, neither would he, if he 
could have them frightened away, It is hard 
enough, 1 ſometimes think,” continued he, for 


the poor things to be driven from what appears..a 


F 
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carried away, they know not whither? What child _ 
would like to be torn from its tender parents, crammed 


birds; but defired to know whether they might not L 


tempting 4 


l 38 ] | 
Br ing feaſt to them : but this we farmers muſt 
do, or we ſhould have no bread to eat ourſelves, nor 
| any corn to ſupply the markets with ; and the birds 
may find other food, ſuch as plaintain, ground ſel, 
and berries of various kinds; and they have had 


wings given them on purpoſe that they may fly about 
and feek it. 5 | 
In- this manner the good farmer and his wife con- 
_ verſed, till they arrived at home; when ſhe went up 
Hairs and pulled off her beſt clothes, leſt they ſhould 
get damaged; and then 3 down her huſband's 
every-day coat, and put his Sunday's coat carefully 


It has been mentioned, that Mrs. Mills made great 
game of Mrs. Simpkins's manner of dreſſing; I will 
therefore deſcribe it, and then my readers may 
judge for themſelves, who appeared the moſt in cha- 
racer for the wife of a man Who lived on a ſmall 
farm, where it was neceſſary to make the moſt of 
every thing, in order to get forward in the world, and 
who had not either by birth or education, any claim 
= to gentility. As Mrs. Simpkins bad lived a long while 
with Mrs. Brown, and all the family reſpected her, 
and approved her marriage, they reſolved to treat her 
with her wedding garments; and the choice of her 
gown was left to herſelf; ſhe therefore fixed upon a 
neat quaker-colour filk and ſtuff, which her miſ- 
treſs bought her; and alſo a white tuff petticoat, 
. quilted in*ſmal! diamonds. The gown was made 
with robins and laced before with white ſatin 
- ribbon, and it had no train, 
Mrs. Bennet inſiſted on making the cap; and 
> told her that, as ſhe was going to be a farmer's wife, 
= -and the miſtreſs of a family, ſhe might dreſs a little 
better than when ſhe was a maid ſcrvant: however, 
Kitty entreated that it might not be too dreſſy, as 
ſhe thought there ought to be a difference between 


[39 ] 

ſuch folks as ſhe and the topping farmers wives. 
Mrs. Bennet accordingly endeavouted to ſuit it to 

her taſte, and made it of fine lawn, with a pretty edg= 7 
ing and a ſnug crimped-wire border, and trimmed Þ} 
it with white ribbon, pinned on in very exact puffs, 
and a bow before and behind; it had alſo a lappet #2 
trimmed with the ſame edging, which went behind 
* and came a little below the ears, but no 
ribbon ſtreamers. 55 


double muſlin handkerchief, with a narrow worked 
border, a pair of robins to match it, and a clear lawn 
apron. 355 . 
Mr. Bennet gave her aneat black cloak and bonnet; 


Mrs. Bennet alſo made her a prefent of a clear j 


and Mr. Brown, her miſtreſs's ſon, bought her a pair 


of ſilver buckles, and a pair of white ſilk mittens. 


Theſe things Mrs. Simpkins was married in; and | 
they were her beſt apparel for many years; and, when 


put on with exactneſs, they looked all together very 
handſome, however Mrs. Mills might deſpiſe them. 
The furniture of her houſe was of a piece with her 
dreſs: but that I ſhall have occaſion to deſcribe in 
another place, 


2 


ERH AT. ... 


Wnkx the family ſat down to ſupper Roger 
Hicks was miſſing; and on inquiry the farmer found 1 
from Richard Bruce, that Tom Lang and Joe Mar- 
tin had been playing tricks with Roger, till they+. 3 


made him ſo angry that he went to the alchouſeco iſ 


get out of the way. This account vexed Mr. Simp- J 
Lins a good deal; and he told the boys they were 
| „ a couple 
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2 couple of boobies. © 


heir only excuſe was, that that - 
| Roger was fooliſh, 104 U they = not help laughing 


at him. 
„ J don't know what you call fooliſh !”- ſaid the 


farmer. He may talk a little oddiſb, and not be 


fo: cute as you are, Tom Lang; but | am ſure he is 


_ as good-natured a fellow as ever lived in a houſe, 


and minds his work as well; and he ſhan't be tor- 


if mented under my roof. He does juſtice both by. <2 

man and beaſt: and if he has the ſenſe to do all 0” «© 
7 that, he is wiſer than many that make game of him. 1 
if God Almighty,” continued the farmer, © has made 


a difference among mankind, by giving fome men: 
more wit, and ſome more frength, and ſo on, that 
they may help and receive help from one another ;; 


and not for them to ridicule their fellow · creatures. 
However you boys may pride yourſelves in your 


ſharpneſs,” added he, © there are people in the world 
who are a hundred and a hundred times cleverer 


-  than'either of you: therefore let us have no more 
of your pranks. If Roger comes — nr, the 


iin will partly lie at your door.“ 
J]uſt as he ſpake theſe words, Roger came Gas 


mm, to the great concern of the farmer and all the fami- 
5 173 for though the boys could have found in their 
hearts to have had ſome fun with him, they were ſorry. 
to ſee him come home tipſey, fearing it would increaſe- 
their maſter's anger againſt them: but he was pre- 


vented ſaying any more to them immediately; by be- 


ing obliged to attend to Roger, who, as ſoon as he 
Aunt down, was very lick, and afterwards ſo headſtrong, 
that he could not be prevailed on to go to bed till he 


had ſung Sir John Barleycorn.” at laſt 


he yielded: and as the farmer did not like to go to 1 


Fry he-bad compoſed himſelf, inſtead of faying an 
re the PE he faid af 9 wual, 


4 
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1 2 he did not fail to implore divine grace for. 
overnment of the temper. 
The next morning Rogerawoke with the head-ach, 
' fo that he could not get up at the uſual hour to go 
to his work. When the reſt of the family aſſembſed 


at breakfaſt, the farmer began talking to the boys | 


in, not in anger, but as a friend, 
„ hope,” ſaid he, Tom and Joe, you are 


ſorry. for carrying your jokes ſo far upon Roger; 


indeed it was very wrong in you. Now, poor fel- 
low, he is obliged to lie in bed with the head-ache, 


while my work is neglected. Suppoſe he had tum- 


bled into a pit, and been killed, or come to 
other accident, whale he was in liquor, would not 


have been unhappy all your lives ? Be adviſed 
by me; leave off that fooliſh trick, and try to wk 


in peace with our fellow-ſervants, inſtead. of driv- 


ing them into ſin. 
he boys promiſed to obey their maſter, and als 


to work * harder, in order to help e 3 and ad 


out with Richard Bruce. 


. As ſoon as Roger heard them go, he ot up, 1 | 
came down ſtairs, but looked very fooliſh. 2 E 


Simpkins and her mather-in-law pitied him, an 
reſolved not to ſay any thing about his frolic: bat. 


His maſter thought it his duty to ſpeak to him; and 


gan with aſking him how he 47 To which 


| K anſwered, that he had a deadly bad head-ache.” 


o wonder indeed ! ” faid Mr, Simpkins: 2 - 


hope: it will be a warning to you, Roger, not to get 


5 who drove him to the alehouſe muſt anſwer for 
in of it. For their own fin, Roger,” replieq 


54 
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drunk any more. Roger ſaid. he did not think he 


ſhould of one while; but any man might be over- 
come with liquor . ane time or another: and thoſe 
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farmer; . but not for yours. You have ſenſe ch 
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142 | 
in the pulpit, that it is a very wrong thing to get- 
fuddled; and you might have helped doing fo, if you 
would. It is a very common thing,” continued the 
farmer, not only for drunkards, but for paſſionate 

people, to comfort themſelves as you now do, that 
thoſe who provoked them are alone to blame; but 
| they are very much miſtaken. A perſon who tries 
to work another up into a paſſion, is guilty of a fin, 
whether he ſucceeds or not, and for that he muſt 
agcount; but the perſon who ſuffers his temper to 
be wrought into a heat is as guilty as he, becauſe. 


| God has commanded that we /bould not give place unto 


 evrath: and there is no doubt but that what Hz has 


| made our duty, he will give us ſtrength to perform, 


if we try to do ſo. He that is flow to wrath, (ſays the 
wie king Solomon) is better than the mighty; and he 

that ruleth his ſpirit than be that taketh a city. And 

the apoſtle James ſays, Let every one be low to wrath. 
Think of theſe things, Roger, and be upon your 


guard another time: and let me adviſe you to take 


no notice to the boys of what has paſſed; I dare 
7 5 they will not teaſe you any more. Roger re- 

plied, that they deſerved a good baſting; and he had 
had thoughts of giving it them: however, it ſhould 
be as his maſter pleaſed. He then went out; and 
finding that the boys had taken care of his horſes, 
and done all they could for him, he came into a 
good humour, went to work, and the air entirely 
cured his head-ache. N 1 * 


CHAP VIII. 
Mas. SIMPKINS and her mother-in-law, having 


done their buſtling work, ſat down in the afternoon, 
one to her needle, the other to knitting; when they 


I ſhould be ſorry to hinder them from having happy 


(WF 
* ſoon fell into converſation concerning the viſit to 
Mrs. Mills, whom, as nobody was by but her mo- 
ther, Mrs. Simpkins ventured to blame very freely 
for her ill management in reſpect to the farming 4 
buſineſs. She ſaid ſhe thought, for her part, that 
induſtry and thrift were both very neceſfary for far- ' 
mers wives, and for all people who wiſhed to get 


forward in the world; and that it was very wrong 
to truſt entirely to ſervants; for the bet florekeeper * % 


was the _ eye. Not that ſhe approved of ſtin- 
gineſs; for ſhe thought a maxim which her poor dear 
maſter, Mr. Brown, often repeated was a very good 
one; Be frugal, that you may be generous : for people 


| who ſave properly have more to give than thoſe who ® 


| ſuffer waſte and extravagance in houſekeeping. 
Only think,” added ſne, what a difference it 
would make at the year's end, ſhould a number of 
poultry die off, our hens lay away, or the milk and 
eream be ſlopped about in the dairy.” “““ 
Very true,” replied her mother: © but you have 
none of theſe things to lay to your charge; nor, I 
hope, to mine either?“ ES 
„ That I have not!“ replied the daughter; © for. 
I believe you are as tender over the poultry as if they 
were your children.” 3 225 
look upon them as my children,” ſaid old Mrs. 
Simpkins, as far as their happineſs goes. Poor 
things! many of them will have but ſhore lives, and 


ones. [I hardly know a greater pleaſure than in 7 
ing early of a morning to the poultry-yard. No 


ſooner do the creatures hear my ſtep, than a cackling 5 4 


and chirping begins; and when I -_ the gate, it 

is very diverting to ſee the buſtle. 

have not much manners, for they fly over one ano- 

ther's backs to be firſt ſerved; and ſometimes get 
upon my head and ſhoulders.” "6% 


o be ſure they | 
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It js very droll indeed,” replied Mrs. Simp- 
kins ; and, I think, improving too: I never enter 
the poultry-yard of a morning without repeating to 


* myſelf, naturally as it were, part of a hymn which 
I earnt at the charity- ſchool when I was a little girl. 


4 66 The beaſis, and fowls, and all their brood, 
Come night and morning for their food, 
The hand that feedeth them they know, 
And to it grateful homage ſbetu. 


<« Shell Chriftians, then, the hand abous 
Not know, who daily pours down love, 


„ 9 


been his boundlſe fret 5, 
1 FS Who feeds and beeps both us and ours 7 


Fe X Lot man and wife, each little one, 


n every bouſhold, rich and poor, . 
Dur God and Father to d ,,, | 


Ten this time forth for evermarel” © 
ld Mrs. Simpkins faid, the fight of them was 


enough ts bring thoſe pretty verſes to mind; and 


dhe thought there were other leſſons befides to be 
= Hearnt in a poultry-yard. << Of all things,” ſaid ſhe, 
III admire the tenderneſs of hens for their chicks. 


It were well if all mothers who call themfelves 


Chriſtians would take pattern by them: they are 


never idle, but always doing ſomething for their fa- 
milies. Don't you remember that our Saviour com- 
pares his love for the Jews to that of a hen for her 
young. So it is plain we ought to take example 
from the creatures,” 4 


1 ſhould,” ſaid Mrs, Simpkins, © think it a fin 
dc take their young till the time comes for their leav- 
ing them to ſhift for themſelves: neither can I bear 
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to ſhut fowls up a fattening where they can ſee other 


"*-fowls at liberty; and, as for cramming, I will not do 


it if I never ſend a fowl to market; nor will I ever 
eat any but barn-door fowls myſelf. I am ſure it 
grieves me to have any poultry killed; but it muſt be 


fo, for the world would be too full of them if all were 


ſuffered to live; afid, beſides our own maintenance 7 


depends in ſome meaſure on the ſelling them; and 
my comfort is, that they are dead in an inſtant. I. 


can't think how ſome folks can be ſo hard-hearted as 


to cut chickens heads off without firſt wringing their 


necks. I declare I have, before now, ſeen poor crea- 


| tures fluttering their wings, in Teeming agony, half 


an hour after they had loſt their heads. How bar- 


barous it is to teaſe poor hens by making them hatch 


duck- eggs ! I am ſure I have felt a great deal for 


hens which I have ſeen in diſtreſs on this account, 


Hefis ſeem by nature to be very fearful; and they 
have many enemies to dread, hawks, and foxes, and 


| rats, and I know got what; it is therefore very 


cruel to give them any cauſe for fear, beſides what 
is natural to them r 


« Tt is very wrong indeed !” ſaid old Mrs. Simp- 5 4 
 kins, If a woman would but think what ſhe ſufe } 


fers when ſhe is afraid her child will be drowned, ſhe 
could not put a hen to ſuch torture.  When-I hear 


one ſcreaming after a brood of ducklings, I cannot 


help fancying to myſelf that ſhe is perhaps ſaying in 

ber way, Come back, my dears, come back; you 
will be drowned! and what will then your poor mo- 
ther do? Come out of the cold element, which will 
freeze and benumb your tender limbs, and let me ga- 


ther you under my warm wings. Will no kind gooſe 


or duck ſave my darlings ff? . "WE 
Such thoughts will come into the heads of tens 


E der- hearted people, mother,” ſaid the daughter; but 
ſome folks have hearts of flint towards dumb creatures : 


though 


— 


8 


| ral kinds of noiſes, which I am ſure fi | 
things; for you know that a fow] will give notice, 


* — - ** "03 n * 3 — 8 
x : 4 Wi 4 a 9 * . 
4 d 


though I don't think that, proper y ſpeaking, they are 
uite dumb: for if you mind, birds make ſere- 
onify different 


by a particular noiſe, that there is food to be had. 
This ſets the whole poultry- yard in motion. Another 
kind of noiſe makes each brood run to its own mo- . 


ther. The maſter cock, with a terrible voice, and a 


threatening look, commands the others to keep at a 
diſtance; and then, with a milder note, invites his 
favourite hens to come and eat what he has pro- 


' vided: and the hens, by a particularcackling, which 


we have learnt to underſtand, gives notice when ſhe 


has laid an egg.” 

Very true, Kitty ! very true;“ replied old Mrs. 
Simpkins: © many a dumb beaſt, as well as fowl, 
have made me underſtand them, as well as if they could 


: ſpeak. How many ſtories have you and I heard 


about dogs that have ſaved their maſters lives by the 


figns they made, and their barking !'” ? 
„ Aye, dogs are uſeful creatures; and I do like 
them,” ſaid Kitty: and yet I cannot help wiſhing 


to have them kept in their proper places, becauſe they 
make ſo much dirt. Tis very pleaſing to have them 
with one when one goes a walking; but I think a 


kennel, or a warm ſtable with a little clean ſtraw, 


better for them to ſleep in than the houſe; and it 

is all the ſame to them when they are uſed to it 
from the firſt. I am ſure it would have vexed you to 
| Have ſeen the great greyhounds at Mrs. Mills's, how | 


they ran about and dirtied-the chairs and the floors. 
It is very diſheartening when a woman, whether 
"maid or miſtreſs, has ſcrubbed a floor till- her arms 


ache, to have a beaſt run all over it, and leave the 
marks of four feet every time he moves. I know L 


have felt very angry when viſiters came in with dogs 


at Mr. Brown's; and have threatened vengeance 


many 


o 4 s.* N 
* 4 4 % Sz A 
* * * I") 2 8 5 x a 3+ 
* * . " x 44 
8 3 
is ® 7 9 2 * = 
9 2 — 
— * * . 
Ws 
. 


e ity. PRY oc CEC Re 


Tj "og ng 


many and many a time; bit 1 never could get . 
heart to hurt the poor beaſts.“ 


4 It would be cruel to hurt them,” ſaid the mo- 
ther, “ for, poor things, they think no harm. They 
| know nothing about cleaning of floors, or, it is my 
thought, they would ſooner lick off the dirt they make 
with their own tongues than vex us as they often do, 
for dogs are good-natured creatures, and ſeem to love 
mankind, fo that they would do any thing they could 
to pleaſe us; and they ought not to be uſed as if they 
plagued us out of ſpite; and it is dreadfully barba- 


rous not to feed them well.” 


2 80 it is,” replied young Mrs. Simpkins: and * 1 
yet how many people will keep dogs who can hardly 
— their ſamilies ! I wonder poor folks, who know - 

| how pinching hunger is, have not more feeling than 


to do it. What uſe can either a cat or dog be of to 


| thoſe who have empty cupboards, and nothing in 


their houſes worth guarding ? It would be — 


charity to kill the poor beaſts than to let them pine 


away in lingering miſery.“ 


7 0 Now you talk of cats, Kitty,” faid the mother, . 


ce only think what they are made to ſuffer ſometimes 


by-cruel boys, whodelight in hunting and worrying 
them. I can't ſee what pleaſure there can be in ſcar- 
ing poor beaſts out of their wits : I wonder ha any 
of them would like to be driven along, with a rabble 
rout at their heels, urging a Pay of dogs to tear 
them limb from limb?“ _ 


« [t is my opinion,” ſaid young Mrs. Simpkins, 
<< that one thing that makes boys ſo cruel to cats is, 
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a notion ſome of them take in their heads that a cat 


has nine lives: now this is very nonſenſical: for how 
can any body think that God Almighty would give 
more lives to one creature than to another, for no 
bother reaſon in the world but that they might be put 
to death over and over n If ever 1 have chil- 


dren, 


\ j 


| Hen, 1 will endeavour to keep them from much outs 
_ of-the-way fancies, and ſhall teach them to be tender 
tt cats, becauſe they are ſuch uſeful creatures. They 
ws ſhall not uſe them as Mrs. Mills's children uſed the 
| blind kitten.” She was going to tell how this 
was, hen her huſband ee with the joyful news 
© That the red cow had got a fine calf; which put an 
end to the humane converſation of theſe worthy wo- 
men, who immediately ſet about preparing ſome 05 


| freſhment for the FRO beaſt, 


CHAP IX, 


12 Tux week after Mr. Simpkins had made remarks 
on the hiſtory of Noah's flood, he employed the 
cſchoolmaſter of the village to copy out for him, in 
1 8 partly in red and partly in black ink, the 


laſting Covenant with man and beaſt, and the 
6 oken of the Covenant, as follow : 


THE COVENANT. 


Gop ſpake unto Noan 


und to his ſons with him, ſaying, 
AND 1, BEHOLD 1, ESTABLISH, 
MY COVENANT © 
WITH YOU, anD - 
WITH Your SEED AFTER You, 
AND WITH EVERY 
 _ LIVING CREATURE. 
THAT Is WITH YOU, OF THE 
FOWL, oE TR CATTLE, 
AND oF EYERY BEAST or THE EARTH | 
WITH YOU, 


FROM 


/ 


1 2 1 


FROM ALL. THAT/ G0 OUT OF THE Ax, 4 
TO EVERY BEAST OF THE EARTH. - 


AND 


4 * 
hel 


1 WILL ESTABLISH MY COVENANT WITH YOU: =© 
NEITHER SHALL ALL FLESH ü E cuT orr : 
ANY MORE BY THE WATERS OF A FLOOD; 
NEITHER SHALL THERE ANY MORE BE A FLOOD 

To DESTROY THE EARTH, | 


THE TOKEN. 


And GOD aid, 


This is the Tokzx of the Covenant 
Which I make between ME and you, 
and wy LIVING CREATURE that is with you, 
for perpetual generations : 
| I DO SET MY BOW IN THE CLOUD, - 
and it ſhall be for a TOKEN of a Covenant 
between ME and the EARTH. 


| And it ſhall come to paſs, 1 6 
when ! bring a Cloud over the Earth, that 
THE BOW SHALL BE SEEN IN THE CLOUD; 
And I will remember my 3 
which is between ME, and : 
7 every Living Creature of al dem; 
"and the waters ſhall no more n a flood 
| | to deſtroy all fleſh. ; 
AND THE BO. SHALL BE SEEN IN THE CLOUD; 3 
and I will look upon it, that I may remember 


THE EVERLASTIN G COVENANT 


BETWEEN GOD AND EVERY LIVING CREATURE 
— 3 * n 5 


1 1 
And GOD ſaid unto Mab, 
THIS IS THE 
TOKEN or THE COVENANT, 


WHICH 1 HAVE ESTABLISHED BETWEEN ME 
AND ALL FLESH THAT 1s UPON THE EARTH. 


| Geneſis ix. 8—17. a 


5 "Theſe Mr. Gimplins paſted on ſheets of gin pa- 

per like almanacks, and put borders of black paper 
round them. They were brought home on Saturday - 
evening ; but Mr. Simpkins did not hang them up 
Immediately, becauſe he wiſhed to do this with ſome 1 
ſolemnity, leſt his family ſhould read them, as too 
many other good things are read, without attention. 
On the Sunday, when they were all aſſembled in the 

E: parlour, and the Bible laid on the table, he produced 
= them; and addrefling himſelf to his ſervants, ſaid, | 
Look here, my lads; this is a cop opy of the covenant 4 
I told you of; the EXERLASTINGCOVEN ANT NIE 
bdeurftten in HEAVEN, and ſcaled with the RAINBOW.” 
le then read it over diſtinctly; and afterwards re- 
minded them of the hiſtory of the flood, which had 
been before read; wherein it was related that Gop, 

- when he deſtryed every living ſubſtance that was 

upon the face of the earth, remembered Noah and 
every living thing that was with him in the ark; 

-  ghebeaſts, the birds, and even the very reptiles that : 
© Crawled upon the earth. 3 
He . to them that it was the figns of men, 4 + > 
L- and not of brutes, which brought deſtruction upon FE 
the cont, and added, that if they took notice of - 
_ what at t paſſed in the ONE they would fee 
men wicked, and brutes innocent; and not only 7 ; 
& but 2 * us any ſervice in their power; 
3 * - fer our Cater toll * labour | 
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13 | 
and contented with ſuch food as we cannot eat ours 
ſelves. 


J think, maſter,” faid Richard Bruce, 1 34 


remember reading, in the prophecy of Jonah, that .4Y 


God ſpared the city of Nineveh for the ſake ofthe 
innocent children and the cattle : and who can tell 4 
but that our land may at this very time be ſpared for - 
the ſame reaſon ? knows there is a deal of 
wickedneſs in it! I. think, therefore, we ſhould 
not abuſe creatures, for whoſe lake, partly, a wicked 
city was ſaved.” 
ic Very true, Richard,” ſaid the farmer: «© and. 
the prophet Jeremiah tells us, that when the land 
mourneth, and the herbs of every field wither, for the 
| wickedueſs of them that dwell therein, the beaſts and the 
birgs are conſumed. So that it is not God who is un- 
merciful to the brutes, but it is the cruelty and un- 
mercifulneſs of men that provoke the Almighty to 
_ curſe the land. We cannot think that a juſt od 
will let preſumptuous ſinners go on for ever without 
ſending ſome judgment to puniſh them : but God 
hows hag th is fs richt ty car thei ot 95 4 
Mr. Simpkins then deſired Tom Lang to "IP 
read the Cavenant, which he did with great . 4 
tion; and after that the Token: but Joe Martin 
could only read words of one ſyllable. The farmer 
then 3 them up in the parlour; and from that 
time made it a rule to have them read every Sunday. 
Here the good. farmer ended his lecture ; for he 
was afraid of ſaying too much at one * leſt his 
ſervants ſhould not remember | * 


1981 
CH A P. X. 


_ © Farmer Simpkins | afterwards employed the ſchool- 
maſter to write out for him, in large print-hand, 


Je Golden Rite: 


'. WHATSORVER YE WOULD THAT MEN SHOULD 
do UNTO YOU, DO YE EVEN 80 UNTO THEM. 


| The Summary of the Law and the Prophets. 


THOU SHALT LOVE THE LORD Tay GOD rr 
© ALL THY HEART, AND WITH ALL THY SOUL; 
_ AND THY NEIGHBOUR AS THYSELF, 


Theſe were hung up in the kitchen; and the farmer 

begged his family would endeavour to imprint them 
on their hearts fo deeply that they might remain to 
their lives' end. The Golden Rule, he told them, 
explains itſelf; and thoſe anſwers in the church ca- 
techiſm which relate to our duty to God and our 


* Neighbour, ſufficiently explain the other. He re- 


commended to them to learn thoſe anſwers perfectly, 
and examine their conduct by them. e IS 
The next evening after Mr. Simpkins hung up the 
Everlaſting Covenant, he had got his family about 
him, and was adviſing them to ſearch the ſcriptures 
for directions how to act; telling them, he had done 
ſo even from a child, and found the comfort and ad- 
vantage of it on many trying occaſions, As he 
_  ſpake the Jaſt words, Joe Martin called out, “ I'll 
tell maſter of you, Tom!“ “ What's. the matter 
now?” cried the farmer. On which Roger Hicks 
replied that the boys had been wrangling and jang- 
| ling all day: and Richard Bruce ſaid that, 3 
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Tom was - good boy for J ran he never 


ſaw him uſe the cattle ill, he muſt ſay he had a 
_ fooliſh way of teaſing his fellow- ſervants; and one 
day or other he would get his trimmings for it. 
Mr. Simpkins ſaid he was very ſorry to hear fuch 
things of him, and indeed he had ſeen a little of it 
himſelf ; but he would not allow it; for if it was 
wrong to ill treat the creatures below us, it muſt be I 
ſo to be unkind to our equals, He added, that it i 
was pity thoſe who. called . themſelves Chriſtians 3 
would not obſerve: the GoLDen RuLE of their di- 
vine Lord and Maſter Jesus CHRIST; which would 
reſtrain them not only from crue] actions, but from 
teaſing, which often gave as much pain to the mind 
„ D CCC: 7” 
Joe Martin, encouraged by his maſter's taking 
his part, immediately began to complain that Tom 
had given him the nick-names of Coward and Cow- 


bans, for mona Tolley,. LEES 
. „elt certainly was a cowardly action, Joe,“ ſai; 
Mr. Simpkins, © to beat and abuſe an; innocent, 
- harmleſs beaſt, who has as much right to bappinef3 
as you have, and who has given you many à good 
meal: but 1 hope you will do ſo no more; and it is 
not Tom's buſineſs to correct you: neither is it right 
for fellow- ſervants, or indeed any people to call 
oy another names; for, as the lte hymn- book 
ſays, . 2 Nr 


<6 Hard names at firſt, and threat ning words, 
18 Dat are but noiſy breath, 
| May grow to clubs and naked ſwords, 
To murder, and to deat gy gu | | 
Ho often do we ſee great quarrels ariſe from a word 
. ſpoken in jeſt | Therefore, my lads, let me adviſe 
\ |Þ} you to agree one with another; it will make your | 
„ ö 7 _ lives 


1 _ y, for a ſoft anſwer 


bo doing at the great jud 
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E- "Yves pal bappi Don't be ts, 
= + Loop do you, H bega working him up. 
F When he is in g good humour, endeavour to keep 
"= him de, and when be is in a paſſion, anſwer him 
ilfully leads another into ſin, makes himſelf a 
e in Bi guilr, and will be called to account for 
gment day.” He then deſired 
hands, that they might go to bed 
they would make it a rele, 


I 3 the boys to ſha 
I in peace ; and he begped 


nuever to let the ſun go down on their wrath : © For 


. 15 &t ts fay your prayers; and God wi 
1 belt way is. 
A hin; 


. . quiet temp 


I if,” faid be, „yon give way to anger, fo as to go to 
den n dee e your Kerr ou will not be 


von to the temptations of the devil, "who will lead 
3 into hatred, malice, and revenge: and there is 
g knowing what wickedneſs you my commit. "The + 
b continued he, when a perſon finds. 
' himfelfangry, as every man is liable to be ſometimes, 
3 n himſelf, and pray 20 


og to enable bin! to keep lee | 
arid to imitate Foe Ahn le 
bleſſed 5 — To enforce this advice, Mr. Simp- 


der 


t, to the uſual family devotions, Þ 
yer which 


15 
Brown had given him, fr a 
MW er; and wen, with a mit per- 
* Kid. ſerene, retired to felt! in charity with all man- 
e 


n * 


In ert e Farmer Mills drove his wife 99 
one⸗-borſe-chaiſe to fee Mrs. Simpkins; for though _ 


F it yas hut above two Ns; 6 


* * 4 
«& 
, a4 

7 * 83 
- "os 


walk 1 


„ perhaps, leave - 


1 . T7 
walk; and was too proud to ride on a pillion. Ag 
Mills had learnt that Mr. Simpkins was not fond of 


bids je War kept vo better liquor than ale, he pre- 5 | 


nded to have an engagement with ſome friends at 


* 


an inn in the market-town, and invited Mr. Simp- 


kins to go along with him, aſſuring him that hjñhe 


would meet very jovial company: but the good far- 
mer thought that ſhould he go once, he would be 
expected to go again; therefore begged to be excuſedʒ 


but ſaid that, as he had buſineſs to do in the town, if 


Mr. Mills would give him a caſt thither he ſhould 


be obliged to him: accordingly the other took him 


up in the chaiſe, and drove off; telling his wife that 


The muſt get home on foot, for he could not fetch 


her. . 


MI. Simpkins had a moſt uncomfortable ride; for 
the poor horſe was ſcarcely able to move with the 


Chaiſe for want of ſtrength; and had been beat about 
and left in his harneſs till he was raw in ſome places; 


yet Mills had no pity on him, but whipped and ſwore 
at him all the way; nay, once he got out in a paſ- 


and beat the poor beaſt about the head with the 


fron 

' handle of his whip, and quite ſtunned him; and this 
only becauſe he ſtarted and ſtumbled a little, owing y 

been made, by cruel treatment, afraid 
of his ownſhadow. 5 

Mr. Simpkins x 
would have mercy ; but all in vain; ſo was glad 


to his havi 


begged and entreated that Mills 
when he got to his journey's end. 


| After having diſpatched his buſineſs, he returned 
| home in one of his own carts, which went to carry 


ſome things to town. When he came thither, he 
found that his wife was gone part of the way with 
her gueſt; on which he ſet off to meet her. As wy 


walked along, he told her of Mills's barbarity; which 


ſhocked her exceedingly; and ſhe ſaid, ſhe had ra- 


ther walk on foot all her life, than fit behind a horſe 
to ſee it tortured in that manner. As for Mr. Simp- 
Eins, his head was fo fu 


Il of the ſubject, that be 
OR DER 
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could not help telling his family of Mills's cruelty ; 

and begged none of them would, at any time of their 
lives, 90 ſuch things. He then told n that on 
Sunday he would read the hiſtory of Balaam and his 
Aſs; which he did; and all parties ſeemed much 
en ertained with it. 

„think,“ ſaid Roger Hicks, “ that Balak was 
very wicked in wanting to curſe a whole nation. 
Pray, maſter, what had the Iſraelites done to pro- 
4 him to do ſo?f? _. 2 
Nothing at all,” replied the farmer, ** for they 
had been commanded not to moleſt the Moabites on 
account of. Lot, from whom they deſcended; but 


| N Balak does not appear to have known this; and was 


afraid they would overcome his people, as they had 


4 dane other nations: and I have read, in a book at 
Mr. Browns, that it was the cuſtom among heathens 


to ſend for conjurors and ſuch ſort of people, at the 


"= beginning of a war, to curſe their enemies in the 


name of their falſe gods, in hopes that theſe idols 
would help their worſhi s; and as Balaam was 
known to be a prophet the God of Ifracl, Balak 
thought that if he could bribe him to curſe God's 

people, their own God would deftroy them.” 
« Bleſs me l“ ſaid Mrs. Simpkins, © what firange 
notions the heathen people had of God! Iam glad 1 

am not one of them. 'But yet I do not well under- 


ſtand what Balaam's fin was, ſince he did not 8⁰ 5 


without God's leave.” 
His fin,” ſaid Mr. "PHT WR cc = this bien 1 
juſt ſpoke of explained it, was this: Balaam went to 
Moab with a deſire to obtain the rewards offered by 
Balak ; and would not have ſcrupled to curſe the peo- 
ple of Urael, if God had not put a a bleſſing in his 
mouth, and obliged him tO utter it, whether he liked 
| it or not.” 
It appears,” ſaid old Mrs. Simpkius, « that Ba- 
laam was a very hard-hearted man, or he would not 
| haye uſed his poor Aſs ſo.“ 


66 Yes,” 4 
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Ves,“ replied Mr. Simpkins, „he was hard- 
HERR enough ; and though I don't love to caſt c- 
flections upon a neighbour, I muſt ſay farmer Mills 
put me in mind of him the other day; and I could : 
not help wiſhing his poor horſe was able ro:;ſpealy: 
as he was not, I ſpoke for him as well as I, coulg. 
The ſcripture ſays, 2 we ſhould open our mouths 77 4 
dumb. 


And what did you fay, maſter 15 ſaid. Roger 
Hi cks | 


the beaſt was not to blame for ſtarting, for he no 
more liked to be frightened than we did. It could 
be no more pleaſure to him to make a falſe ſtep, than 
it was to us; and 508 be felt more. pain. and jar 
from it than we. ged bim to conſider, that 
while he * an ea af ſeat the horſe went afoot; 
that perhaps his ſhoe n him, or he might have 
trod upon a ſharp flint, or à looſe ſtone; that, in 
fſucha caſe, if he were walking he might ſtumble 
: too; eſpecially if he was at the ſame time terrified 
out of his wits by a beadle, or fome ſuch perſon, 
following him with a whip, while his own hands 
were tied behind him.” 
« What could farmer, Mills fay to this 2» 4d * 
Mrs. Simpkins. _ 
He ſaid,” replied the farmer, « that I, dere 
underſtand driving; and that it would plague any 
one to ſee a horſe ſo foolifh; that he loved a beaſt of 
ſpirit:” but I could not help — he was the 
greateſt fool of the two.” _ 
Who could expect ſpirit in a horſe that belnggel 
to him ?” ſaid Richard Bruce: . farving and ba. 
ing will tame a ſavage beat; and when we add hard 
labour to this, we cannot wonder * a poor dumb 
creature wants ſpirit,” | 
Well!“ faid Mr. Simpkins, Jet us leave far- 
mer Mills to God and his own conſcience ; and, 
ſince we think * wrong let us act —_— 
| 5 If 


J told him,” anſwered Mr. Simpkins, 00 fk . 3 
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['s 1 
-Ff at any time wefind ourſelves angry with a beaſt for 
doing contraty to our withes, we mould confider 
Wat he has not the gift of reaſon" or Peech ; that if it 
fooliſh in him 10 be afraid, our folly is greater 
thats His if we do not try to get the better of our 
-angerz that there is greater room to hope to over- 
gentleneſs and good management than 
whips and ſpurs; and, above all, let us think 
Abet though we ſee no angel in our way, there may 
be thouſands that are witneſſes of our conduct, and 
tat God certainly ſees us: and ſince it is written in 
the ſcriptures that he once interfered in favour of a 
beaſt, we may depend on it that he notes our treat- 
ment of dumb ereatures, and regards crueſty to them 
= ſin: and I think its worth noticing, that this 
heat wav an Fs; a creature that, of all brutes, is 
in theſe days doomed to ſuffer the greateſt hardſhips, 


. though our Saviour himſelf has recommended him to 


deut mercy, by mentioning him as an object of com- 
balken; and made his tri 1 into Je- 
vulalem riding on an afs. This circumſtance,” con- 
tinsed Mr. Simpkins, I think entitles the aſs to 
_ fine degree of reſpect among Chriſtians; but, in- 
_ Read of that, you will ſee both men and boys mock- 
ing and abuſing this kind of beaſt wherever it paſſes. 

One would take ſuch folks for the fervants of the very 
ſeribes and phariſees, who, on all occafions, inſulted 
our Lon; for they appear to be inſtigated by ſecret 
' malice; which the creature himſelf can have done 
nothing todeſerve.” 3 
3 T have ſeen many an harmleſs aſs abuſed in my 
time, cried Roger Hicks. There's Will Hill, 
the chimney-ſweeper, deſerves to have his bones 
broke, a little 2 raſcal; not content with mak - 
ing l the beaſt carry him and his ſoot toe, he never 
mounts the back of the aſs but he beats him the 
whole time and not only ſo, but gives him many 
& bang when he ought to be at reſt, merely mats > 
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The firſt time I catch him at it again, I will make him 
remember 167 - IN 785 
Tom Lang ſaid, that a few d: ys before, he had 
met James Fowler, the ſandman, driving a cart with 
two aſſes, which he had loaded to ſo unmerciful a 
degree, that one of them fell down dead; and after 
that he attempted to make the other go on by him 
ſelf; and he fuppoſed would have killed that too, had 
not he, according to his maſter's orders, taken a horſe - 
from his own cart to relieve him. | : 
„Well!“ faid Mr. Simpkins ; © unfeeling people 
will do many cruel and wonderful things; but depend 
on it, they are ſnners in the ſight of God; and, if 
they do not repent, will be judged for ſuch offences.” 
J have heard people,“ ſaid Richard Bruce, 
© make game of the hiſtory of Balaam, and fay it is 
impoſſible a beaſt could ever ſpeak.” | act] 
Wicked people,” anſwered the farmer, * will 
make game of any thing; but they don't conſider tha 
God is almighty, and therefore al things are poſſible 
to him: for my part, I firmly believe that the aſs 
did ſpeak diſtin words; and I think the account of 
his doing ſo is put in the Bible on purpoſe to teach 
men mercy to. brutes.“ 8 - wh 
„„What a wonderful book the Bible is !““ faid 
Mrs. Simpkins; 1 am ſure there is not another 
like it in the world: it teaches perſons in all fla- 
tions, what they ought to do at all times.” _- 
„ Very true,” aniwered Mr. Simpłk ins; I do- 
not believe there is any thing we have occaſion to do. 
throughout our lives, but we may find an example or 
a a precept in the ſcriptures to inſtruct us how to act. 
Let us therefore praiſe God for the bleſſing of learn- 
ing to read them; and pray to him for grace to- 
make a right uſe of this knowledge. He then de- 
fired Mrs. Simpkins to join with him in one of Dr. 


| Watt's Songs, entitled. “ Praiſe to God for learning 


taread;” and then in that on. * The Excellency of the 
Hille; after which, he ad, to the uſual derotions, N 
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| the collect of the church for the ſecond Sunday in 
< Advent. | | | | ö EA Tat 


„„ 
CHAP. XII. 


ANOTHER Sunday Mr. Simpkins read the twenty- 
fourth chapter of Geneſis: as ſoon as he had finiſhed 
it, his wife expreſſed herſelf greatly delighted with 
the tenderneſs of Rebekah towards the poor camels, 

-which ſhe ſuppoſed were beaſts that were uſed in 
thoſe days inſtead of horſes, 3 8 
Tom Lang begged to know what ſort of creatures 
they were; on which Richard Bruce ſaid he once 
ſaw a camel that was ſhewn at a fair as a fight; and 
deſeribed it as a very tall beaſt, with a long neck, 
and long legs, and two bunches on its back, between 
which its loads are laid. He ſaid that the man who 
ſhewed it, told him a camel would travel for eight 
days together without eating any thing but ball of 


. paſte each day; and go for four or five days without 


drinking; and that one hour's reſt in twenty-four - 
Was all that was allowed him on a journey, over 
_ deſerts of ſand, where there is not ſo much as a tree 
to ſhelter them. | ES 1 
Old Mrs. Simpkins ſaid, that ſhe ſuppoſed Abra- 
ham lived in that country, by his having ſo many. 
camels ; and obſerved, that it muſt be very hard 
work for a young woman to draw water for ten large 
beaſts, which would drink a great deal at a time, as 
they drank ſo ſeldom. It was a ſign, ſhe ſaid, that 


55 Rebekah was tender-hearted, or ſhe would not have 
„Kkept on drawing till they were ſatisfied. 5 


Mrs. Simpkins remarked, that Laban was alſo v 
good to the poor beaſts; for though he had got a 
+ ueftt that brought gold, and ſilver, and jewels, he 
attended to the camels in the firſt place; ungirded _ 
them, and gave them ſtraw and provender 2 3 


1 . 1 

before he ſet out any refreſhment for Abraham's 7 
ſteward, and the men who were with him 
The farmer replied, that it was certainly right to 
take the firſt care of creatures which could not take 

| care of themſelves. He ſaid, it often. made his heart 
ache to ſee a poor beaſt, who had done hard work, 
and borne the. burthen and heat of the day, left in 
harneſs, and neglected to be fed, while a cruel driver 7 
ſat drinking and finging-at an "alehouſe. Hie then 
gave ſtrict orders to his men and boys to take eat 
that all his cattle had their meat in due ſeaſon; that 
they ungirded them as ſoon as their labour was 
finiſhed, and gave them provender enough: he alſo 
deſired them to be ſure and lead them away to water- 
ing; which, he ſaid, altogether would not be half ſo 
much trouble as a young woman, nay, he might ſay, * 

a young lady, had taken for the camels of a ſtranger. _ 3 
Richard — ſaid, that ſince God had bee 
pleaſed to provide food for all ſorts of beaſts, b& -! 
thought men had no right to withhold it from them. 
He obſerved, that there were a great many texts: % 
ſcripture that mentioned God's nm to dif- 9 
ferent ſorts of creatures. 4 
Ves, replied Mr. Simpkins, 60 King David [ 
points out ſeveral inſtances of Gop's goodneſs td 
them; and I remember in one place he calls Gon ? 
the preſerver of MAN and BEAST, who giveth: food to all | 
FLESH; and in another he ſays, that Gon ſendeub 
ſprings into the vallies that run among the hills, that all 
the beaſis of the field may drink thereof; that the wit 
affes may quench their thirſt ; and that the fowls i 
.P dir may have their habitation in the trees, nouriſhed by * 
wh; their moiſture, and ſing among the branches and alſo, 7 
5 that Go bringeth farth graſs for the CATTLE aas 
well as herb for the ſervice of man. 'Y 

I wonder any people can be ſo. Glly, ” ſaid Ri- f 

chard Bruce, as to think all things in the world 

were made for MAN only, when the very pſalm 2 | 

3 2 Plalmaxxvie 6. Plum einm. 


. i | 
of, maſter, tells the direct contrary. 


n e 
2 


avid ſay, th 
dhe birds may e ch . and that, as for the flork, 
” #be * 
very rocks and high hills, which men cannot climb, 
nate o-refuge for wild ts aud cones.” 
| | © Nay,” faid the farmer, the darkneſs of the 


Eran cep forth when men are at their 
and ſo not likely to be terrified by them.“ 

When I faw the lion, and the tyger, and the 
| ! wolf, and the leopard, at fair, ſaw Richard Bruce, 


1 blefſed Gop that they were not ſo-plentiful here 


F. as our flocks and herds; if they were, I know not 
* what we ſhould'do.” 

1 Our natural courage, and their * af man- 
5 kind, would, I hope, in that caſe, come to our aid, 


| Almighty" $ providence, which ordained every thin 
3 for the beſt, v we are not likely to be put to the =; 
creatures which are of moſt uſe to us are 
| brought within our reach; and thoſe which would 


| ; The moſt terri f uſe in the countries 
Y þ ey Popes belong vo, 2s 21 have read in a bock of 
hunt them for the ſake of their 


12 about in ide night; ſo that man may purſue his 

work in ſaſety; for, when the 

a — fe other beaſts too, I ſuppoſe) who £0 roaring 
+ about all night, and ſeek their meat from Gop !—when 

the ſun ariſeth, I 


| lay them den in W dens, while man 
bit work, and ta his labour, until the event 
N migbt David fay, O Lox»! how 


Well 


ET Kg and ſo is the great and wide ſee 
S 
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at treer are partly made that 
houſe ? 44 not only ſo, but the 


3 night i is partly ordained, as the Pſalmiſt tells us, for 
the conveniency of wild BEASTS of the foreſt, that 


” Richard,” ſaid the farmer: but thanks to God 


* diſturb and 1 n us kan aced at a diſtance. 


eins: hut you find by the Pfalmiſt, they generally 
fun ariſeth, the 
„ they get them away together, and 

wr forth te 


are thy 
el in wiſdem haſt thou made them all: the EARTH 
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67 . 
and great : there go the ſhips; and there is that Levia- 
than, tobom thou hafl made to take his paſtime therem + * 
theſe wait all upon thee, 1 em their mat 
in due ſeaſim; then thou give them they gather ; thaw 
openeft thine hand, and they are filled with ö d. 
„ What is a Leviathan?” ſaid Tom Lang. 
c T do not know,” faid Mr. Simpkins; “ but ? 
| ſome great creature that lives in the fea, without 
doubt.” 1 
e I do love David's pſalms, faid Mrs. Simpkinsz % 
„ while they are reading one's heart feels his 
words: what he ſays ſeems ſo true, that I could 
fancy them my own thoughts.” a 
«Yes, Kitty,” ſaid her huſband, © they are very 
delightful; for whether one is in joy or ſorrow, dil> * 
poſed for prayer or praiſe, there is ſomething ſuit» © 
able to be found in the pſalms. And J think, hen 
they are well ſung, they are quite charming. I vw n- 
der pſalmody is ſo much negleQed, for I know mop» 1 
| thing that helps more to lift the thoughts to God.“ 
1 „ But why,” ſaid Richard Bruce, did David © 
curſe his enemies ſo? After reading in the New _ 
Teſtament that we ſhould love our enemies; bleſs,, and | 
curſe not; I don't know how to repeat theſe curſes. } 
at church.” he bs 5 
I conſider them in quite another light,” ſaid 
Mr. Simpkins: my good maſter, Mr. Brown, told: _ 
me, that they were meant as curſes againſt thoſe 
| icolatrous nations who preſumptuouſly oppoſed Gos 
when he diſplayed his miracles in the World; and 
that David pronounced them in God's name, -not 
his own: as king of Iſrael, he was expreſsly ap- 
EL pointed to cut thoſe idolaters off, To Chriſtians 1 
+  _theſc curſes are no more than admonitions to avoid 
| thoſe crimes which provoked divine juſtice to root 
_ the heathens out; and, by reading the pſalms cares 
fully, you will eaſily diſcover what thoſe crimes were. 
| It would be very wicked in «s. to denounce thoſs 
il cuſes againſt our private enemies; and very preſump- 
5 1 mw” tious |} 


„ _ K 


r 
tuous to utter them 97 any that we regard as 
' Govp's enemies; becauſe we have no command, we 
are not inſpired to do it, as David was. Therefore, 
Richard, let us tale warning by the curſes; but Bleſs 
and love our enemies like 8 and let us try to 
imitate the goodneſs of God, by feeding and provid- 
| ing for every living creature that is by him com- 
£ mitted to out care” | 


12 * ts. U * 
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lx the manner above related, did good farmer 
Simpkins endeavour to improve his family, and re- 
. his own heart: and the firſt quafter of a year 
dn paſſed away. At Chriſtmas ſquire Harvey came 
to teſide at his own eſtate, the repairs of his houſe 
being at that time completed. ar 
Squire Harvey was a very worthy gentleman; and 
His lady was extremely humane and charitable. The 
day after Chriſtmas-day they invited all their tenants; 
among them they particularly diſtinguiſhed farmer 
= Simpkins and his wife; the ſquire admired his humi- 
lity and good ſenſe ; and Mrs. Harvey was charmed 
wich the - modeſty and neatneſs of Mrs. Simpkins ; 
+ and when ſhe was gone, the lady remarked, that her 
E 2 dreſs was perfectly in character. Really,” ſaid 
Mis. Harvey, ſhe made a very reſpectable appear- 
F ance, ſo that you might judge her to be the miſtreſs 
of a family, and a very reputable perſon ; but there 
was no attempt at faſhion and finery as in the wo- 
man who lives at the other little farm; ſhe whom 
we faw the other day in a one-horſe chaiſe.” _ 
©}  < You mean, I ſuppoſe, Mrs. Mills,” ſaid the 
Ei ſquire. e „„ 
«© The very ſame,” replied the lady. © It is 
very ſtrange to me,” continued Mrs. Harvey, “ that 
women will ever be ſo ſilly as to dreſs above their 
ſtation! If they did but know bow ridiculous 


it 


makes 


WA" 


makes then in the eyes of their ſuperiors, and __ 
much envy it creates in their equals, they would not 


do it 3; 1 imagine it is chiefly intended to ive 5 
them conſequence in the world; whereas, in 
it takes * what. 18 might otherwiſe claim a 
their due“ ERIN 
Very true, ' replied ſquire Harvey; 8 N 
vanity and the love of dreſs have got poſſeſſion of a 
— heart, who can drive them out? 
4 l own it is a hard' taſk,” replied Mrs, key r 91 
tt but I wiſh it were poſſible to perſuade the lower or 
ders of people to be contented with ſuitable apparei 8 
it would ſave them a deal of uneaſineſs. I ſhall tr 
what can be done with the children when we have; _ 
7 Sunday-ſchools among us; for I look upon it as a 
thing of real importance to happineſs, among all 
_ Tanks of people, to dreſs in a manner becaming their 
Ration in life, The extravagant love of Helo ſpoils. © 
numbers of good ſervants, and keeps a labouring: _ 
man in r A girl,” continued th 
lady, Who indulges it, is ſable to a. thouſand } 
| - temptations; ang if the becomes a wife involves her 
- huſband in debts, which imbitter his days, and give 
| riſe to I bickerings and wranglings between 
them, which would never have happened, would ſhe 
have been contented with ſuch clothes a8 his ci 8 
cumſtances could afford.” _ ." 
J am afraid,” ſaid *ſquire Harvey, « that if Y 
you give poor people advice on the ſubject, they will 
only think you do it out of jealouſy.” 
4 I hope they will not be ſo fooliſh,” anſwered' _—_ 
Mrs. Harvey, as I have nothing but their inte- 
reſt and happineſs in view: I only wiſh to leſſen 
their wants, which they increaſe 1 no purpoſe. But 
#F || - Lthink the beſt way will be to get Mrs. Simpkins to 
talk to them; ſhe is a pattern of propriety and neat:-- 
neſs. 1 ſhould much like to ſee her at her own: 
_ houſe; and will aſk Mrs. Williams to go with me,” 
The next * Mrs. Harvey ſent to requeſt Mrz. 
| Williams 


gyman 
bad lately * io the 
: he and his hay were both moſt excellent 
. to ſum up their characters in one mens 
they were Chriflians indeed,” 
3 This worthy divine had already reſolved to con- 
= fider his pariſhioners as his children, as far as related 
& to'their eternal ſalvation, and the relief of thoſe 
worldly neceffities which his charitable. offices could 
- extend to. Both he and Mrs. Williams were there- 
ingly pleaſed to hear there was ſuch * 
farmer K-24 his wife in the fx Sep 
- When: the dies arrived at Mrs, 


ci- 


-would light a fire in a mitiute; but they infill on 


4 ting udn in the kitchen, which was very neat; 


| and; 


they- ſeated themſelves. Mrs. Simpkins faid ſhe | 


would wait on them in a minute; for the could not 


2 be eafy without giving Tom Lang a great charge to 
* drive the cow ſo far from home that ſhe might not 
| hear the lowing of the calf; for ſhe faid it would 
bs teaſing them both ſadly to keep them near toge- 


5 ther; — Fom could — to hear their moanings. 
Se then ran up ſtairs, and tied on à White apron, 
H and waited on the ladies, to know if they would ags 


Feprof any refreſhment her houſe afforded ; but they! . - 
| A ſhe: could give- yer? 
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would be to ſhew them her houſe. Te this 2 1 

great pleaſure conſented and the ladies were highly #4 
— as I make no doubt my readers will be, 
with. the deſcription which I ſhall give them in the 


- 


CHAP. XIV. 


Tux houſe conſiſted of a very commodious kitcyer 
with 2 good pantry and waſh-houſe adjoining, und” 
delightful dairy. There was alſo a neat, miele“ 
fized parlour, four 'bedchambers, and two garrets; 
with very convenient clofets © © 
In the kitchen was an open chimney, which ad- 
mitted of two forms, one on each fide ; on theſe the 

men and boys ſat very comfortably of à winter's 
evening, and ate their bread and cheeſe, while they . 

liſtened to the converſation which paſſed at an oaken 

_ table, round which were ufually placed the farmer, © 


his wife and mother, "HOY Ing i 
Tuo iron dogs, (as they are called,) with prigbe 
| Fnobs, ſerved to keep à comfortable wood-fire toge- 
ther. The chimney- piece was ornamented with a2 
brafs peſtle and mortar, and ſome candleſticks of the 
ſame metal; and over theſe hung the baſting-ladle, 5 
&c. all which bore additional witneſs to theneatnefs 
of the houſewife: as it was Chriftmas-timie, tre 
reer was likewiſe adorned with holly, &. 
all theſe were ſet off by white cbrners,-and a neat reli 
Hearth. ' On one ſide of the kitchen was a deal 
drefſer, on which was ſpread a cloth as white as 
fnow; above it were ſhelves, furniſhed with pewter  ! 
| Hvifhes and plates, which vied with filver for bright 
neſs; and beneath it ſtood a copper iden and |} 
a few fauce-pans, which, though they had been 
bought ſecond-hand, looked as if juſt new out of tb 
In another part were ſhelyes for earthen W 
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1 che baſons which were in common uſe. The chairs 
| were of deal, with ruſh bottoms, and one of them 
 Hhadelbows to it; this was intended for the maſter of 


domeſtics. The floor was paved with large tiles, 
which were kept as neat as poflible; faſtened to the 
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the family, that be might be diſtinguiſhed from his 


ceiling was a bacon- rack; and near the window 


hung two cages, in which were the birds Mrs. Simp- 
Fins had brought from Mrs. Mills's; they ſoon got 
well with the kind treatment they met with, and 


ſung . There was alſo in the kitchen a 
wooden ſcreen, which ſerved in winter as a ſhelter 


EF from the cold air that blew-in when the door was 
left open, as it was frequently obliged to be, and 


which the farmer feared would give his mother the 
- rheumatiſm. The walls and ceiling were nicely 
 whitewaſhed; but Mrs. Simpkins had a great diſ- 


E fiketo white walls, and had defired ber huſband to 
bu her a few coloured prints, which he readily did. 
n readers-may be curious to know the ſubjeQs 


= Tg upon, I will inform them, , -' 
of them was a print repreſenting our Sa- 
EF  yiour's humility, and the pope's pride; over this he 
bung the Golden Rule, and the ſummary of the law 


Aud theprophets. On one fide of it was a very droll 


print, called the Happy Marriage; and on the other, 
A à dialogue entitled th and the Lady, with the 


$ print to it. There was another print entitled Keep 
within Compaſs; and one repreſenting a miſer raking 


d -together, and a ſpendthrift throwing it about. 
Mr. Simpkins had alſo bought, to paſte, up amo 

- them, the Way to Health, taken from Poor Richards 
* AMlmanack, Intermixed with theſe were a variety of 


painted ſtars, ſuch as boys put upon. kites, which 
| abad been given to Mr. Simpkins by his ſchool-fel- 


blos, and which be had carefully preſerved. 


4 MIS. Harvey and Mrs, Williams were exceedingly = 7 
F entertained with the prints, and thought them very 


4 * „ 
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MIC. Simpkins then ſnewed the ladies her aN 1 
and even her pigſties. It is unneceſſary to deſcribe + 
the former, any farther than by ſaying, that ever 
utenſil in it was as neat as poſſible; anf that e 
milk, cream, and butter, had a moſt inviting appear- 
ance: but as it may ſeem odd that ſhe ſhoald ex> 

hibit her pigſties, I muſt inform my readers that Þ 
they were clean beyond any idea that can be formed 
from the appearance of pigſties in general, for _ "*Y 
were paved, and waſhed down every day. 

As the coldneſs of the weather made it dilagsse- 2 
able to be long together in the open air, the fades 
| wiſhed to return into the houſe; and, having warm- 

ed themſelves, they proceeded to view N veer A 

apartments. ; i 

_ _ Mrs. Simpkins took them into her —— ck 4 

was a very pleaſant one in ſummer, ſor it had 4 
large caſement windows, that looked into a acht. 4 
ful garden, which abounded with fruit and flowers: 

juſt withoutſide theſe windows grew a honey 
4 ſweetbriar, a roſe· tree, and a jeſſamine. The cu 
tams were ſmall red and white check, which d 
upon rods, and hung down in the day- time juſt be. 
low the frames. In the chimney was à very neat 
pair of dogs, with braſs knobs, and fire "irons*t@ © 
match: the inſide of the fireplace was ſet with E 4 

Dutch tiles, on which were deſcribed à variety 
ſcripture hiſtories; and in the fireplace was a 7 
Jar with boughs of holly, ivy, &c. Under the win⸗ 3 
dow ſtood a large oaken table, which was poliſhed 
ke a looking-glaſs, that hung oyer it; and on the 

other fide was a cane couch, with cuſhions of poten- 

-work, made out of bits Mrs. Simpkins had ſ +53 
£76 together, and joined whilſt the was groves," 3; t * 
were allo fix chairs of the ſame _ 1333 1 

In one corner was a cu - in this were rng A 
ed, in exact order, twelve E deift plates, ſome 
"bw; > few. baſons, and likewiſe a ſet of blue and 


3 * china te things, rk had _ 8 1 
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LP 
Stephens on her marriage: alſo two glaſs 
„ and a . glaſſes. In the oppoſite 
was a Dutch cuckoo- clock: the top of the 
was ornamented with plaſter images, 
theſe were bought of a man that travelled 
z and on the mantle-ſhelf were jars, and 
of parrots of the ſame ſort. Over the chimney- 
in a black frame, hung a print of the King 
and * the Royal Family, in ſome parts 
with gold and coloured froſt, to imitate pre- 
tones. I will not take upon myſelf to ſay 
the faces in this print were exact likeneſſes; 
at 


ſerved at once to teſtify and keep alive the 
ben lowed in the breaſt of our worthy 
Po 4 eclared, that it did his heart good to 


"and all their royal offspring. 
ſide o the room, oppoſite to the window, 
. _ EVERLASTING COVENANT, and the To- 
| KEN OF THE COVENANT; between which, in a 
| meat frame and glaſs, was a ſampler, which "Mrs. - 
Simpkins bad wrought at the charity-ſchool ; the 
Holten and ſilks having been given her by her god- 
other: it was a very pretty one, and worked with 
© Much exafinels, that it was difficult to tell the wang 
© fade from the right, 

Al round it was a border of true darging In 


| uares; at the top a large alphabet in common- 
I *. of an Sen a row of 


2 ann but a we- 
1 praifed.” 
dare the mich, for thy fol inherit 


e h Ee 
-. * Katherine wr. ic ſampler in yur 8 
Sn Merle det 
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c 77 1 
By way of concluſion was. added this vole fm 
Dr. Watts's ſongs : Pt 1 
e Thanks to my fi friends for their care. inn any. bras 
I bo taught me betimes to lee working. and reading.” 
As this. ſampler was not ſo long as he: Covenant, 
Mrs, Simpkins wroyght.s ſmaller ane, at her Jeiſure 
hours, to hang under it; containing the following 
| wan with a border ſomething like whoa t $40 
<< God ſpeed the Plough "= A 
And Dairy too.” = 
On each fide of the 1 was bung a 858 
piece, written by Mr. Simpkins when at . „ 
and Dan flouriſhed by his maſter: one 
our Saviour's Golden Rule; and che other our duty 


to God — our neighbour, in verſe, from Dr, 
Watts's ſongs, | 


Them wan, bokdes,. four e omtins.. 


a farm-yard. 


The beſt chamber was much in the ſame ſtyle with 
che parlour. The bed was green harrateen, the window 
curtains white linen. On the bed was a very pretty 
patchwork quilt; which, as well as other things in 
the houſe, had been Mrs. Simpkins's mother's, Wh 

died a little after Mr. Brown. Here was no 2 
as at Mrs, Mills's, but a little table, covered with a 


ing ine, tarts ep eng: and. 


napkin ; on which ſtood a ſmall ſwing-glaſs, and a 4 


pincuſhion box, ornamented with ſplit-ruſhes, and 
pieces of coloured ſilks. There was alſo a neat wain⸗ 
ſcot cheſt of drawers and two chairs, which, with 
two ſtools, completed the furniture of the o , ex- 


cepting the prints, which chiefly conſiſted of fubjetls - 


taken from the hiſtory of our Saviour. The other 


apartments were furniſhed plain and neat; but con= 


_ tained nothing deſerving of a particular deſeription. 
Mrs. Harve 7 and Mrs. Williams juftly extolled - * 
tte neatneſs of t 9 
not hinder buſineſs, they would fit half an bor as 
oy: Mrs. _—_—_ V "hen | 


8 * 
0 * 1 * 1 | 2 % 
- a. th , 1 ” ” ; "OR" 9 | I” 
0 "ey 22 1 PR . Ke *. «>. Yd "0 : aus. 
9 4 * 2 > f 8 ks RP" * cad. hd A. Ke $6.6 2 * * * be - * 


be houſe; and ſaid that, if it would  * 
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different places, removed the holly and lighted a fire 
in the parlour. Mrs, Simpkins aſſured the ladies her 


miother could do all that was wanted, and that ſhe 


mould be very proud of the honour. She then brought 
bout a nice little white-bread cake and a pat of butter, 
and expreſſed her concern that ſhe had no wine, but 
Boped the ſhould be able to make ſome the next year. 
The ladies faid, that if ſhe had bad wine they ſhould 

not have drank any, but begged ſhe would indulge 
them with a little milk; this ſhe immediately fetched 
in one of her glaſs mugs: after which the ladies de- 
fired her to be ſeated, and Mrs. Harvey told her ſhe 


had a'favour to beg, which was, that ſhe would diſ- 


3 of five guineas for her among the poor women 
_ of the village: and told her that ſhe ſhould herſelf 
look in upon them, and ſee if they made a proper uſe 
of it; and Mrs. Williams ſaid, that ſhe intended to 


igt chem allo, as ſoon as ſhe was ſettled in her houſe” 
in the mean time, if Mrs. Simpkins ſhould meet 


wich any particular inſtance of diſtreſs, ſhe begged 
to de made acquainted with it. 77 2 


Having finiſhed the buſineſs they came about, the 
ladies took leave, and returned home, charmed with 


the delightful view they had had of rural ſimplicity ; 


and Mrs. Simpkins purſued her work, pleaſed to find 


ſuch good ladies thought her worthy of their notice. 
5 Pf 
Warn Mr. Simpkins came home, his wife told 


him of the benefaction that had been left with her; 
and they both agreed that it would be beſt to diſtri- 


bdaute it that very afternoon, as the weather was cold, 


and therefore moſt likely the poor people were in great 


diftreſs. Mrs. Simpkins. and her mother got dinner 


immediately, and ſet out directly, after leaving the 


farmer to Keep houſe, who ſaid he ſhould take the 


o 


opportunity of writing a letter to his old friend Dick 
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Howe; which he did, and gave him an account of 
his happy ſituation, and his marriage with Kitty. 
In the courſe of their ramble the mother and 
daughter ſaw a variety of ſcenes of diſtreſs, and re- 
Joiced many hearts by the ſeaſonable relief which the 
ſquire's lady had enabled them to beſtow; the thoughts 
of which afforded them ſo much ſatisfaction, that, 
though they returned a good deal fatigued, ey did 
not at all grudge the trouble, but were thankful to 
God for making them inſtrumental to the comfort of 
their indigent neighbours, whoſe miſery had ſo moved 
the heart of Mrs, Simpkins, that ſhe could not belp 
expreſſing to her huſband a wiſh that ſhe could make 
an addition to Mrs. Harvey's donation, 
The good farmer told her this was a charitable 
wiſh, and God would accept the will for the deed; 
and he hoped ſhe would not make herſelf uneaſy at 
not having money to beſtow, ſince Providence had 


ordered it otherwiſe, and it was her duty to ſubmit, RO 


and be contented with all the circumſtances of her 


condition: beſides, he faid, ſhe might have opportu- wel 
nities of doing as much good among her poorer © 


neighbours as if ſhe had money to give them: © for 
Gop,” ſaid he, knows every one's wants, and ſees 
into every one's heart; and, as our good maſter, Mr, 
Brown, uſed to fay The wretched and the charitable 
generally find one another out at proper times fo that 
| you have nothing to do, my dear Kitty,” continued 
the farmer. but to keep yourſelf diſpoſed for cha- 
ritahle actions; and there is no doubt God will give 
you occaſions of practiſing them.” n 
Mrs. Simpkins ſaid all this was very true; yet ſhe 
ſhould not be rightly eaſy till ſhe could contribute ber 
own mite to the relief of miſery ; and before the cloſ- 
ed her eyes, ſhe prayed in ſecret to God, wha ſeeth © 
in ſecret, beſeeching him to grant her the means f 
helping her poor neighbours. It immediately occur= _* 
cl to her, that ſhe might eaſily afford to make a little - _ 
 eaudle fora lying · in 1 al that ſhe could pere 
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ſome ſkimmed milk for ſome ſtarving children; that 
if ſhe ſaved the pot-liquor when ſhe boiled a jeg of 
pork, or a leg of mutton, it would, with a few i. 
make ſome tolerable ſoup. This plan made her 
quite eaſy, and ſhe went into a comfortable ſleep 
and the very next morning began putting it in exe- 

- Eution, and from that time became a benefactreſs to 
the neighbourhood in many reſp: Qs. 

Old Mrs. Simpkins was occupied with the ſame 
thoughts; but not being a houſekeeper, and havin 
no money but what her good fon gave her, ſhe did 
not know what to do: at laſt ſhe reſolved to beſtow 
ſome good advice, which, ſhe obſerved, many of her 
neighbours ſtood in need of; and which her experi- 
ence in a ſtate of poverty qualified her to give; and 
alſo to do ſome odd jobs of ſewing or knitting for 
them when ſhe had time. 
la two days theſe worthy women went out again 

to ſee the effects of Mrs. Harvey's bount that they 
might give an account of their fewardthip. 
Old Mrs. Simpkins had obſerved in the village ſhe 
lived in before, that there was a great deal of ſeifiſh- 
neſs and want of charity among the poor women in 
general. If a gift of coals, bread, or clothes, was to 


be diſtributed, they were ready to tear each other to 
- - * pieces to, obtain the preference. If private benefac- 
tions were beſtowed upon particular perſons, thoſe 


perſons immediately became objects of envy; then 
you would hear ſuch railing againſt them as was 


quite ſhocking ; and every fault that could be re- 


membered for years back was brought out againſt 
them, and reports ſpread to their diſadvantage, in 


| Hopes that their benefactors would be deterred from 


beſtowing any more favours upon them. She ob- 
| ſerved, with concern, that the fame ſpirit prevailed 
in this village alſo; ſhe therefore took a deal of 
Pains to perſuade her poor neighbours to be more 
nerous. She told them that ſhe was, very ſure, if 
they would be A 8 and good-hu- 
; _- mourcd, | 


(7. 
 moured, ſo as to make home comfortable to their, 
huſbands—if they would bring up their children in 
the fear of God, and help one another to the utmoſt 
of their power, they would not want half ſo much 
aſſiſtance from the pariſh, oc the rich, as they 3 
rally did. 
Io this the women uſuall y replied, that they were 
as good as their betters, and that God did not ex- 
pect charity from poor folks. The good old women 
allowed that poor people could not beſtow like the 
rich; but ſhe inſiſted that they often could, and 
ſhould; give alms, and appealed to their own conſei- 
ences, whether it was not frequently in their power 
to ſpare a halfpenny or a farthing. This they could 
not deny: Well then, ſhe would ſay, if all the poor 
in the village would ſpare a halfpenny- when they 
could afford it, a loaf, or ſome other thing, might be 
purchaſed for a poor wretch, who, at that time, had 
not a farthing to keep him from ſtarving. A day 
might come, ſhe ſaid, when each of theſe perſons 
might ſtand in need of the ſame aſſiſtance, when b. 
the ſame means he might receive a loaf paid for be- 
forehand, sor the ſmall price of a halfpenny, 
Old Mrs. Simpkins alſo obſerved, that poor wo- 
men might help one another in many other ways 
by fitting up of nights with the ſick, ſweeping their 
rooms, letting: their great girls look after a child for 
a ſick neighbour, or ſending a boy of trrands for 
them, or any other thing which theſe diſtreſſed peo- 
ple could not do for themſelves: in retura for which 
they might juſtly claim help from them in time of 
need. She added that her huſband often ſaid. the 
poor were God's family in a very particular manner; 
but that, if they expected he ſhould treat them as his 
children, they muſt endeavour to live as ſuck; and to 
be affectionate to their rethren, and not to wiſh to 


bite and devour one another, and nourith ſpite and 


2 in their- hearts againſt them. She ſaid, 30g 
ee res many . in the world, and. a | 


443 


"ay. 5 


<4 7 


| : ſay with king David, / have been young, and now am 


1 


old, yet did I never fee the righteous forſaken, and their 

ſerd begging bread: that is to ſay, obliged to take up 
the trade of a beggar to gain a livelibood though, to 

be ſure, the beſt people- might ſometimes be reduced 
to great ſtraits, in order to try their patience and 

truſt in God; but it always happened that relief and 

eamfort came to them, and ſometimes in a very un- 

ExpeSted manner; of which ſhe could name many 
_ Inſtances. The worthy woman therefore entreated 


ttz⸗he poor people to be kindly affectionate one to ano- 


ther; not merely with ſelfiſh views, but for Chriſt's 
ſake, who would regard the meaneſt offices done to 
their fellow-chriſtians, in obedience to his com- 
mands, and in imitation of his example, as done to 
himſelf. Theſe perſuaſions were ſeconded by Mrs. 
Simpkins; and many women attended to the good 
advice which was given them, and found the happy 
effects of it, for they were beloved by their neigh- 


4 bours, and their own conſciences told them they 


N A 


were approved by God: but others kept on grum- 
bling and murmuring at every thing that went beſide 
them, by which means * were deſpiſed by their 

equals, and neglected by their ſuperiors; and the 


eiuils of poverty fell with greater weight upon them, 


northey had neither the bleffing of God to remove 
them, as the benevolence of mankind to lighten them. 
Mr. Simpkins took equal pains with the men in the 
village, and excited them to many good actions: he 
alſo employed as a great number of them as he could 
without extravagance, and gave the preference to 
thoſe who were kindeſt to their neighbours; 


on = 


Mr readers will doubtleſs be curious to Lev in 


what manner the good farmer and his family paſſed 
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| LW 1 
that Mr. Simpkins had been fully inſtructed by the 
worthy clergyman, whoſe name has ſo frequently 
appeared in this hiſtory, in every part of Chriſtian 
_ doctrine and practice that was level to his capacity; 
among other things, he taught him to confider 
Chriſtmas not as a ſeaſon of licentious riot, but as a 
time ſet apart for the enjoyment of innocent ſeſti- 
vity, and the cultivation of Chriſtian hoſpitality; in 
which the huſbandman might relax from his uſual 
labours, and give up his mind to decent merriment. 
Agreeably to this idea of Chriſtmas, Mr. Simpkins 
allowed his men and boys to go in turns to ſee their 
friends; and he, his wife, and his mother, made little 


excurſions to the village they formerly lived in, and | 


alſo viſited, and received viſits from, their new neigh= + 
bours ; and all were regaled with mince-pies and other 
good cheer, and amuſed themſelves with many a 
merry ſong and diverting ſtory : but Mr. Simpkins 
and his family declined card-playing, as they were 
not ſkilled in any game, and thought cards rather 
_ diſturbed hoſpitality than promoted it. On this ac- 
count Mr. and Mrs. Mills were not among the. 
number of their viſiters, neither did they receive any - 
invitation from them. „ 
Chriſtmas-day itſelf was paſſed in a different man- 
ner from the of the holidays; for Mr. Simpkine 
had been taught to regard it as a great ſolemnity, 
and would wh. eillingly have miſſed obſerving it re= 
ligiouſly on any account. Before they went. to 
church he read to his family the hiſtory of our Lord's 


birth, as recorded by St. Matthew and St. Luke, 
and deſired. them to take particular notice of that 


part which related to the angels appearing to the 
ſhepherds, and then tell him, whether, if hey had 
been thoſe ſhepherds, they ſhould, inſtead of fing 
for the SAviOuR, as the angels directed them, have 
ſent for a fiddler to play to them—have ſat down tao 

Cards or gone to an alguſe to get drunk? | ©? 


They all anſwered, = it would have been very 


| 
; 
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 - Qerive from it.” 28 | 
On this day the good farmer, his wife, and mother, 
> and Richard. Bruce, received the ſacrament of the 


3 


= Harvey and Mrs. Williams paid a viſit at the farm, 


1 


mproper to do fo: „ Well then,” faid the farmer, 


eit cannot be right for us to practiſe thoſe things 
on the day that is appointed by our church for the 


commemoration of our Saviour's birth; for you may 
obſerve that the angel ſaid, Behold I bring you good 


. Tidings of great jey, which ſhail be to ALL PEOPL* 3 


therefore all people are concerned to ſeek their Saviour 


as the ſhepherds did. He is not now to be found in 
Bethlehem, but we may find' him in Heaven : the 


Scriptures will direct our hearts to kim, and there 
we may read the great things which came to paſs. I 
beg,” added he, that you will attend with great 
devotion to both the prayers and ſermon at church.” 
Richard Bruce ſaid he thought it very right to 
ſpend Chriſtmas-day in that manner, but he wiſhed 
to know which was the very day of Chriſt's nati- | 


vity. Mr, Simpkins replied that, provided they kept 
one day, it was not at all material whether they ob- 


ſerved the exact day or not, ſor all days are the ſame 
in the fight of our great Redeemer; and, indeed,” 
faid he, Chrift has not abſolutely enjoined us to 
keep any day, but left our own reaſon to direct us in 
this particular: yet there is no doubt but he will be 


pleaſed with our commemoration of his birth, as it 


naturally leads us to thankfulneſs for the benefits we 


Lord's Suppet; and, in the evening, he read in Nel- 
ſon on the Fests and Faſts; after which he and his 
wife ſung an hymn ſuitable to the day; he then rook 
leave of Hicks and Tom Lang, who were to 


have the firſt holidays, and begged they would not 


diſgrace that holy ſeaſon by any improper words and 
actions, but to be merry and wiſe, „ 
* Jt has already been related that Mr. and Mrs. 
Simpkins received an invitation to dine at ſquire 
Harvey's the day after Chriſtmas-day, and that Mrs, 


and 
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„ 
and left a donation for the poor. A few days after 
= this was diſtributed they called again, and were To 

well pleaſed with the account they received, as to 
deſire Mrs. Simpkins would go with them in the 
coach, to point out the moſt deſerving objects, to 
whom they would diſtribute the ſame ſum witftheir 
own hands; Mrs. Simpkins, though not in her beſt 
clothes, was very neatly dreſſed, and expreſſed her 
readineſs to go, but ſaid ſhe could very well walk; 
this the ladies would not allow; ſo ſhe ſtepped into x. 
the coach, and the whole party were received with Þ 
great joy 'by their poor neighbours. The ladies 
returned home perfectly ſatisfied with their excur- 
fion, and left Mrs. Simpkins at her own houſe: he 
was happy in the reflection that the miſeries of her 
poor neighbours met with fuch ſeaſonable relief; 
and her mother was a partaker of her joy. 
| Thoſe good women did not confine their benevo- 
. Tence to their own ſpecies; all the time the ſevere 
cold laſted they did every thing that could comfort 
and defend their poultry, nurſed up their little calves 
with great tenderneſs; and ſaw that the boys fed the 
cows regularly: they alſo ſcattered crumbs and grain 
for the flocks of birds, which hunger drove to ſeek * 
their charitable aſſiſtance ; among theſe were two 
redbreaſts, which particularly engaged Mrs. Simp- + 
kins's attention. Theſe pretty creatuies cams ever 
day, and ſoon were ſo tame as to enter the room and 
feed out'of her hand; and when every other kind of 
bird was ſilent, would ling ſo ſweetly that it was quite 
delightful to hear them: but at laſt it happened that 
one was miſſing, and when the other appeared it did 
not ſtay to be fed and ſing as uſual, but flew away 
as if diſappointed at not finding its mate. Mrs. 
Simpkins was alarmed at this circumſtance, and 
thought ſome accident had happened; ſhe therefore 
reſolved to go in ſearch of the loſt bird as ſoon as ſhe 
could ſpare half an hour; but this ſhe could not do 
till the altemvon When, to her grief, ſhe found in 


ö te 


| © the garden the poor little creature in a bird- trap, 
| where ſhe lay ſqueezed to death by a brick that had 
fallen on her. Mrs. Simpkins carried it into the 
Houſe, and as ſoon as the family aſſembled, produced 
it, and deſired to know which of them had occaſioned 

| its death; Tom Lang confeſſed that he had ſet the 
trap for birds, but with no deſign to catch poor 
Robin ; for he knew it was unlucky to kill red- 

| breaſts, becauſe the Robin and the Wren are God Al- 

| migbtys cock and hen. 5 
never could find out for what reaſon they were 
called fo,” ſaid Mr. Simpkins ; „but, for my part, 

I regard every bird that flies as God ALmicnTY's | 
cock or hen, God made them; and we read in the 
Teſtament, that not a ſparrow falls to the ground, but 


| our heavenly Father knows it: and therefore it is, and 
| ever ſhall be, a rule with me not to kill any bird 
' - unleſs I find a neceſſity for doing ſo, in order to pre- 
{erve my corn, and other things, for the benefit of 
ma and beaſt; and as for ſetting traps to catch them, 
+ or torturing them in any dther way, I would not do 
itz nor will 1 ſuffer it to be done by any belonging 
td ine; no; while they live let them fly about in 
"the open air, build their neſts, rear their young, and 
be as happy as their Maker deſigned them to be.“ 
Mrs. Simpkins was very angry, and told Tom he 
ought to be puniſhed for ſo cruel an action: but he 
promiſed to ſet no more traps, and was forgiven; 
though not without many injunQions to keep his 
promiſes attended with many lamentations for the loſs 
' of poor Robin. © No wonder her mate would not eat 
4 * breakfaſt,” ſaid old Mrs. Simpkins; „poor thing! 


Thall have no more of his ſinging for one while.“ 
Tom Lang kept his word, and never ſet any more 
| Sts 1 but he often made his miſtreſs angry by his 
| unlucky tricks; amongſt which was that of blacking 
the ceilings and wall : 
| IJmoke of a candle; a filly cuſtom that many boys 


has gone ſorrowing about all day; I dare ſay we 


s of the outhouſes with the 
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1 
rere addicted to. She ſaid ſhe wondered they could 
take delight in making places look ſo filthy; and the 
farmer declared, that whoever did it at his houſe 
ſhould white-waſh the place himſelf after his day's 
work was done. 

Another circumſtance happened, daring the ſhoot- 
Ing ſeaſon, which vexed Mrs. Simpkins a good deal. 
She was walking with her huſband through a held, 
where they found a whole covey of young partridges 
| ſtarved to death in their neſt; they heard afterwards 

Roger Hicks had ſet a ſnare and caught the old one. 
Mr. Simpkins was greatly diſpleaſed, and told Ro- 
per he deſpiſed a poacher at his heart. Roger ſaid 


ſaw no harm in poaching, for he n 5. | 


had as much right to game as rich ones. 
In former days, Roger,” ſaid the farmer, « this | 
might be the caſe; but if a man lives under a go= 
vernment, he is bound to obey its laws; and vob _ 
know there are laws in reſpect to killing of bie, 5 
and therefore we ſhoufd keep thoſe among the reſt. 
_ ©© Properly. ſpeaking,” continued he, I do think 
jt is the Farmer 8 buſine; to kill the game, for he is 
likely to be the ſufferer by the birds; but if gen- 
tlemen will take the ode of deſtroying them for 
us, with all my heart; I am not ſo fond of killing 
as to grudge them the pleaſure, and they are welcome 
to eat the game after they have done; for, in my 
opinion, a good leg of boiled pork and 4 barn - door 
fowl, is worth all the partridges and pheaſants in the 
kingdom; ; don't you think fo, Roger??? 
Roger replied, that, to own the truth, it was not - 
for the ſake of eating the birds; but he did not hke 
to be put upon. '# 3 
I hen you act from ſpitefulneſs and pride,” ſaid 
the farmer: © never give way to theſe; for they will 
anſwer no purpoſe in life, Roger, but to vex your- 
ſelf. Depend upon it gentlemen will not care for 
your anger; and if they catch you Are ie they 


RE a | 


| La 7 
becauſe one law in the conftitution is not to your 
mind, think how many excellent ones there ate to 
defend the perſon and properties of the loweſt peo- 
ple in the kingdom. Remember that a gentleman 
cannot #i/ you without forfeiting his own life: 
but I have been told, that in ſome countries 
many a poor man is killed, and no account taken of 
bim, becauſe they have not ſuch good laws as we 
have ; and I have heard that all the poorer people 
are ſlaves, while we are free-born Engliſhmen. So 
let the gentlemen ſhoot away. Poor ſouls! many of 
them would fit and lounge about till they died, if 
the pleaſure of the field did not invite them abroad. 
Conſider, Roger, that we countrymen enjoy the fields 
all the year round; and are, in general, healthy and 
cheerful ; while many of thoſe above us are dying 
with gout and vapours. The partridges and phea- 


fants muſt be deſtroyed ; becauſe they would other- 


wiſe diſtreſs us, by devouring the fruits of our la- 
bour; and we might be obliged to loſe many a day's 
work in hunting them. Let us, therefore, quietly 
ield the game to the higher ranks of people, and re- 
joice that ſomething will bring them abroad. I 
dare ſay, Roger,” continued the farmer, that you 


would not with any man to lie fick a bed for 


a month or two, merely to give you an opportunity 
of killing a few birds and hares, which you ſet no 
value upon: therefore, if you find yourſelf hurt 
when you ſee gentlemen. ſhooting, or. courfing, or 
hunting, think to yourſelf they are doing it for their 
_ health.” Jy 5 3 
Roger did not much reliſh this doctrine; but ſaid 
be was ſorry for the poor little birds that had been 
ſtarved in their neſts, and would leave off feiting 
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CHAP. XVI. 


Axen the Chriſtmas holidays were over, all par- 
ties returned to their different occupations, which 
Pw Dr Ds as. -" ey 
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they purſued with great induſtry; and when the 
ſpring came on, Mr. Simpkins had the happineſs of 
ſeeing his graſs grow very thick, and every kind of 
grain and roots, which he had ſown and planted, 
. ſpringing forth in a moſt promiſing manner. His 
Nee lock was alſo increaſed by the addition of: two 1? 
calves, eight lambs, twenty-two pigs, and a con- 
ſiderable number of poultry. 8 
It is impaſſible to deſcribe with what * 
and thankfulneſs the good farmer, his wife, and 
mother, received the numerous bleſſings which were 
ſhowered down upon them by the bountiful provi- 
dence of God: their zeal in his ſervice increaſel; 
and they delighted, more than ever, in keeping his 
Sabbaths, in ſetting a good example, and in teach 
ing their heuſchuld to know and fear the Giver of: 
all good things. dat no dr T0 
The caſe was very different with farmer Mills; 
he was as negligent out of the houſe as his wiſe was 
in it; and his ſervants being as careleſs as himſelf, 
the ground was not properly manured; the conſe- 
quence of which was, that his crop in general made 
a very poor appearance: while his neighbour Simp- 
kins's promiſed a hundred fold increaſe. This 
raiſed the envy of Mills; and his wife's was excited 
by the notice which was taken of Mrs. Simpkins and 
her mother by all the gentry of the village, while 
ſhe and her huſband were univerſally deſpiſed by all 
| ranks of people; as they not only incurred the ridi= Þ 
Kule and contempt of the rich by their affectation. 
but the hatred of the lower ranks by their injuſtice Þ 
and oppreſſion; for they withheld the wages ef the *' 
labourer, and ground the faces of the poor. Full of 
theſe malicious ſentiments they became the profeſſed 
enemies of farmer Simpkins and his wife, who, at 
firſt, were vexed at it; but, in a little time, they 
got the better of this vexation ; for they ſaid they 
could not expect to have the good- wall of every 
V 


% 


t * 1 
body; neither was the good-will of wicked peoples 


worth having 

A farmer Mills did not keep up his fences pro- 
perly, his cattle not having ſeed enough in his fields, 
often ſtrayed into the grounds of Mr. Simpkins, and 
- broke his hedges to regale themſelves in his rich 


_ "paſtures. As * good farmer knew how badly the 


poor beaſts were kept, he could not get up his heart 
to pound them, but. defired his men and boys to 
watch them well, to let them feed a little while, 
| Where they did no damage, and then drive them 
F Home, and ftop the gaps they had made. He ſaid 
cat be looked upon what he thus allowed them to 
eat, as ſo much given in charity. Nay he carried 
Bis humanity farther; for when he faw a poor beaſt 
drawing a load which he could ſcarcely move with, 
de would order a horſe of his own to give him a lift 
through a ſandy lane or clayey road ; and if he ſaw 
. poor jackaſs, or a horſe fallen under his load, 
| would relieve them juſt the ſame as if they belonged 
to himſelf; and if by chance he faw them ſtraying 
into other people's s ground, would fend or take them 
Home, left they ſhould be ill uſed ; and all this he did 
nin compliance with the divine precepts, which he 
| Had written down in his lietle 7 book, as has 


deen related. 


FPFearly in the fpring Mr. Simpkins gd it WY 
Wy to increaſe the We of his labourers, and 
| For this purpoſe he hired ſeveral men and boys: the 
firſt morning he pot them canes he addrefled * 
* them as follows: | 
am now going, my lads, to ſend you into my 
| "fields, where I hope you who are huſbands and fa- 
' thers will earn money enough to keep your families 


| comfortably; and that you, "who are not yet rs 2 8 


to man's eſtate, will be able to gain ſomething to- 
wards relieving your parents from the expenſe of 
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maintaining you. I beg you will conſider yourſelves 
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b 63 1 
to do a good turn for one another; and I hope yem¹ 
will uſe my cattle well, otherwiſe I ſhall ay 
turn you off, I likewiſe hope that you will not be 
cruel to any dumb creature that may fall in ory 
way. Some of you boys,” continued he, © will be 


employed in ſearing crows, and keeping wor bp 
charge you not toſpbil a 


from the Lent corn; but I 
_ bird's neft.”—* May we keep jackdaws, Maſter ?”? 
ſaid one boy. By no means,” ſaid the farmer; 


4c unleſs you would like yourſelf to have a leg cut 


eff, and be condemned to hop all your life. It is the 
nature of thoſe birds to fly, and I dare fay theylike 
flying as well as you do running; therefore do as you 
would be done by.— But come, let us ſpend no more 
time in talking; the ſun calls you forth to the field; 


but 1 wiſhed to let you know my mind; fot @ good 


beginning makes a good ending. 


The farmer then allotted each labourer his day's : 


work, and walked from field to field overlooking. 
them, till the hour of breakfaſt ; when he returned 
home to his dear Kitty. „ „ 


When Joe Martin went down into the cellar t 
draw a little beer for breakfaſt, he diſcovered two 
frogs; he inſtantly ſeized the poor creatures, and 
took them in his hat to the barn yard, without ſay= 


N this 3 
non a2 


ing any thing to Mrs. Simpkins : at the fi 
prize, two of the new boys, who had fat 0 
bench to eat the bread and cheeſe they had brought 


with them, jumped up and began exulting over the © 
frogs, reſolving to puniſh them for the oftence they © * 
| had been guilty of in getting into the cellar. Mrs. 
Simpkins, hearing their noiſe, ſuppoſed they were 
quarrelling, and went out to ſee; when ſhe beheld - © 
. * Martin pelting one frog with ſtones, and Ben 
Chbeſter, one of the new boys, holding the other on 
a2 pitch-fork, which he had run quite through its 
| body; Mrs. Simpkins immediately called out to them 
to deſiſt, and made them kill the latter directly, as it 
was too far gone to recover: the other ſhe W - 
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_ frogs,” 


; Lg 
Pee to fling into a ditch, where it ſunk to the bot- 
tom, and happily eſcaped from its cruel - enemy, 
When this was done, ſhe expreſſed her diſpleaſure 
to both boys, and aſked them whether they ſhould 
like to be pelted with ſtones, or to have a pitch-fork 
run into them? They owned they ſhould not. 
„Well then,” ſaid ſhe, ** how can you have the 
barbarity to beat a poor frog to a jelly, or pierce it 
through and through? Don't yow know that. frogs. 
can feel as well as you?“ | 7 
thought, miſtreſs,” ſaid Joe, that we might 
.do any thing with ſuch naſty poiſonous creatures as 
They are naſty things in a houſe to be ſure,” 
ſaid Mrs. Simpkins ; “ but I don't know that they 
ate poiſonous: | have heard ſay they ate good food; 
and that they, and toads too, -are ute ful in ea ing up 
many things that would make water unwholeſome ;. 
therefore, though I ſhould not chuſe to feed on frogs, 


as I have heard French people do, I never will or- 


der any to be killed, unleſs they abound ſo as to 
become a plague; in which caſe we muſt deſtroy. 
them in our own defence: for my part, I never 
_ killed a beetle or a worm without ſaying to myſclr, 
is it likely to do a real injury to mankind?” = 
_ Mrs. Simpkins then made a thorough ſcarch in 
her cellar, and found another, frog, which the im- 
mediately ordered Joe Martin to fling into the ditch. 
to its ſormer companion. 18. OE 
Wen che farmer came home to dinner, he ſaid 
be had juſt been teprimanding a boy for ſpoiling an 
ant's net. He declared. that he could not bear to 


. deſtroy ſuch · induſtribus creatures; but ſaid he 


had watched many a one when he was a boy him 


ſelf, and had ſeen them do ſuch. things, that he 


often thought of king Solomon's words, Go to the 
ant, thou fluggard; conſider ber ways, and be wiſe. © lt 
is my belief, continued the farmer, „that there is 
not a living creature upon the face of the earth but 
e LEY what 


22 


r 7 * 
what. has pleaſure in life; what right, therefore, 
| have we to rob them of this bleſſing while they do 
us no arm? God Almighty has given us leave to 
ill ſuch things as are good for us to eat; and we 
certainly may deftroy thoſe that wiil hurt us; but he 
never ſaid, kill for your diverſion only: on the con- 
trary, we are commauded to be merciful, even as e 
Father which is in ous. rs merciful : that is to ſay, 
to the atmet of our p | 

& | dare ſay, cen, gie his wife, 0 you never 
ſpun cock-chafers upon pins?” - Indeed, I did 
not,“ replied he: I uſed to aſk my companions, 
who did ſo, whether they would like to have a ſpit 
run through their arm, and to be twirled about in 
that manner? Neither could I find any delight in 
hunting for ſnakes, and ſuch kind of creatures, on 
purpoſe to kill them: I believe they are very harm» 


leſs, and we have but few | in this e 3 ſo we 


may ſafely let them alone.“ 
1 * May we not Kill waſps, maſter 15 laid Tom 
ang 2 
* Not 88 for the ſake of killing 5 replied 8 
the farmer; and, at any rate, be ſure 4 put them. 
to a quick death: I never could bear. to ſee waſps cut 
in two by ſeiſſars, and left to linger in torment?” “T 
„ What do pou ſay in reſpect to moles, ſnails, 
and caterpillars?” aid his wife. 


<« I fay,” replied he, ** juſt the ſame as I do of 


other creatures; if they really harm us, deſtroy them ; 
if not, why ſhould we kill > torment them!? 
* What do you think, then, of angling with live 
worms?” ſaid old Mrs. Simpkine* ; 
„ I think,” anſwered the farmer, „ that it is a 
| horrid barbarous cuſtom... Worms appear to me, 
continued he, „to have an uncommon deal of life 
in them: they are very difficult to kill, Cruſh part 
of them, the other part will ſurvive and caft it off: 
and even pull them in two, both parts will live a 
long while. Only think chen, mother, what the 
poor 


— 


: 3 


| found a quick way of killing eels; 
take them by the head and tail, and give them a ſud- 
55 os this breaks the marrow than runs through | 


* 


„ © 
poor ereatures muſt ſuffer, In the firſt place, they 
are put to the fame kind of pain which we ſhould 


* 


endure if pulled to pieces by horſes: but, inſtead of 
being releaſed from their miſery by death after this 


torment, their life is doubled, as one may ſay, and 


each part condemned to the additional agony of 
being fixed to a hook, which we may compare to our 
being put on a large iron ſtake. Whilſt writhing 
about on this hook, in great pain no doubt, firſt ons 
' ffh, and then another, bites a bit off its poor man- 


led divided body; which is at laſt ſwallowed up 
y one unfortunate creature, who in its turn be- 
comes the object of our pity, if pity can find a place 
in the breaſt of an angler, But I have ſeen many 
people, Kitty, and people who I ſhould have thought 

ew what humanity was, ſerve a poor worm as I 
have deſcribed, and tear a fiſh's entrails with a 
barbed hook; and then throw it gaſping for breath: 


on a ſunny bank without the leaſt appearance of 


de is there no quick way of killing worms for 
anglers?” faid Mrs. Simpkins 
«I do not know,” replied the farmer, but 


_ thoſe Who are ſkilful can make artificial flies and 


worms too; ſo they have no occaſion to torment 

living ones. => Bs 
Mrs. Sumpkins ſaid the was very happy in having 
493 was to 


back- bone, and they die in an inſtant. 


e t is certainly our duty,“ anſwered the farmer, 


« to ſtudy the quickeſt way of killing every thing 


© that we are under the neceſſity of putting to death, 
that it may be over before they have any dread of 
pain, and that they may enjoy happineſs as long as 


they live, We ſhould confider that dumb creatures 


„ 
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N have not, like us, the hope of 4 glorious immortality 5 a * 
| - to ſyeeten their ſufferings, © © * 


rt 1 | 
« Very true,” ſaid Mrs. Simpkins, and we. 
ſhould conſider alſo, Thomas, that we muſt give an 
account, in another world, how we have uſed or 
abuſed the things in this. _ What our own hearts, 
on proper reflection, condemn. us for here, I think _ 
ve may juſtly expect God will judge us for hereafter - 
—Why elſe is conſcience given us? a 
4 Hf we would attend to our conſciences within 
us, Kitty, ſaid the farmer, ** we ſhould ſeldom be 
at a loſs to know how to act in reſpect to the duty 
of mercy ; eſpecially, as we have alſo a plain toritten 
rule to go by, Do unto others as you world they ſhould 
do unto us. 3 a. 
Having eat his dinner, and ſufficiently reſted him- 
ſelf, Mr. Simpkins again Went out to look after his 


— 


CHAP. XVII. 


 SyRoveTIDE now approached, and Mr. Simpking © 
gave ſtrict orders to all his men and boys not ta 
fling at cocksz and declared he would turn away 
him who did, and never employ him in his ſervice 
again. When he ſat down with his family on Sun- 
day evening, be renewed the ſubject, and ſaid he 
could not diſcover from whence that cruel cuſtom 
took riſe; but he ſuppoſed by the ſeaſon, at which it 
was practiſed, that it muſt be on account of the cock's 
crowing when St. Peter denied Chriſt; and he was 
of opinion that the apoſtle himſelf, if alive, would 
be one of the laſt to countenance ſuch barbarity in 
his cauſe : for the crowing of the cock, though it oc- 
caſioned Peter to weep bitterly, was in-the end a mean 
of much good to him, by awakening him to repent- 
ance, and calling him back to his duty; „and 
therefore,” added Mr. Simpkins, ** I ſhould think 
that Chriſtmas ought rather to honour the cock than 
treat lim. For wy part,“ continued he, IL 
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never hear the crowing of a cock at Shrovetide, but 1 


think of St. Peter, and it reminds me not to be con- 


ident in my own frength and reaſon ; but to ſeek for 


divine grace to bring me to a proper ſenſe of my fins, 


to keep me from preſumption, and to ſtrengthen my 


mind to continue ſtedfaſt in the faith and uty of , 


Chriſtian. 


I have often thought, ” « ſaid Richard Bruce, 
e that it was very remarkable, in St. Peter in parti- 
' cular, to deny Chrift ; becauſe of all the diſciples 


he was the moſt zedlous.” 


He was fo, Richard, replied the farmer; „ but 


if you remember he had boaſted of his own ſtrength, 


and therefore God withdrew his aid, in order to con- 
"vince him of the weakneſs of human nature when un- 
_ afliſted by divine grace. Beſides, St. Peter ran bim- 
- ſelf into temptation, which was very wrong, when 
Chriſt had told him that he had not ſtrength. to re- 
fit it. He ſhould in ſuch a cafe have retired and 
f prayed to God to deliver him from evil, inſtead of 


Putting himſelf in the way to be queſtioned at the 


Palace of the high prieſt,” 
To be ſure,” ſaid Richard Bruce, our. Lr. 


diſciples had no buſineſs there, unleſs they had had 


the courage to offer themſelves as witneſſes of his 
innocence. 
No doubt,” replied the farmer, . St. Peter 
Was very much to blame, and we ſhould all take 


\ 


warning by his example; though we have not our 


Lord to ſpeak directly to us on particular occaſions, 
we have a number of warnings in the Scripture to 
keep us from preſumption at Ki 
every day not to be led into temptation; therefore, 
when it is in our power, we ſhould avoid all places 
where we are likely to be tempted to commit fin.” 
Well, faid Mrs. Simpkins, Peter was cer- 
tainly greatly to blame; but how commendable his 
dehavicur was afterwards! He did not fly in a paffion 
* . and * © to VOY” his _—_ & -o | 
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| times; and we pray 


2 


1 
for putting him in mind of his Lord's words; nei- 
ther did he perſiſt in denying Chriſt; but immedi- 
ately, on his Lord's looking at him, humbled him- 
ſelf, and ever afterwards was ready to lay down his 
life in his cauſe, and at laſt actually did ſo. It is 
plain, * think, that he had a very tender. con- 
1cience.” 

<« It is ſo, my dear, replied the farmer; and we 
may learn from this part of his conduct the advan- 
tage of leading a life of piety, and of liſtening to the 
whiſpers of conſcience, A hardened finner would 
have acted very differently. Only think how many 
admonitions and reproats our Saviour threw away 
upon the Jews. I remember,” added Mr. Simp- 
kins, „that in a book I read in often and often at 
Mr, Brown's, the Ass was called the 56 of Humi- 
lity; and the Cock, the bird of repentance. It would . 
be well if we would ſuffer them to be our monitors, 
 Inſlead of treating them as too many do.” 
I am ſure,” ſaid Tom ee, « a cock taught ; 
me one good thing, and that was early riſing. When 
1 went to ſchool I had a little book full of pictures 
of birds and beaſts; among the reſt was a cock with 
this verſe: 7 
| The cock doth crow to let you know, 1 
If you be wiſe, tis time to riſe. N 
And as ſure as ever I hear the creatures crow of 7 a 
morning, it comes to mind, and. up I jump.” _ 
„Then I hope you will never Ring at cocks, 
Tom, faid his maſter. ** No,” anſwered Tom; 
< nor will J fling at leather ones any more, which 
I muſt needs ſay 1 have done many a time, becauſe I 
did not like to fling at live ones. I never could bear 
to ſee a poor bird taken from his dunghill, where he 
was ſcratching and ſtrutting about as bold and-ag 
happy as could be, and his legs tied together, ſo that 
he could not get away, and then cuugels flung at his 
- bead, till be died by inches. Nay, I have ſeen boys 
Sear both legs of a mn and faſten ſticks to 11 


tm) 


" diam up, and then Men at him again till he died. 
Poor creatures ! how much they muſt ſuffer !” ? 
Don't talk of it,” cried Mrs. Simpkins, for 
it makes my heart ache. I ſhall keep my fowls in 
the poultry yard all Shrovetide, for fear they ſhould 
be ſerved fo; and I think you are quite right, Tom, 
not to fling at any thing in the ſhape of a ns; for 
that looks like tuoula- be- cruelty. 
2 May we have pancakes on Shrove Tueſday, 
_ miſtreſs ?“ ſaid Joe Martin. I have no objection, 
Joe,” anſwered Mrs. Simpkins, to your having 
ancakes at any time, when I have eggs ta ſpare; 
vhich happens to be the caſe now, and therefore I 
will indulge you; but as for having them on Shrove 
12 in particular, that is all nonſenſe.” 1 
I Les,“ replicd the farmer, it is nonſenſe to eat 
ny particular food on certain days, whether it is 
out of ſuperſtition or mere cuſtom. It can 
| make no difference in the fight of God, what kind 
df food a Chriftien cats; becauſe we have no com- 


mand to abſtain from any = 27 
An round London,“ r Hicks, they 
Eat eroſs buns on Good Friday, Vhat can that be 


for, maſter?” 

I have heard of them,” anſwered Mrs. Simp- 
kins. * Rachel Smithers told me they have a croſs 
marked in the middle; to put folks in mind of our 
| Saviour's crols, I ſuppoſe; but ſhe ſaid people ſeem- 
ed to eat them without thinking any thing about re- 
ligion; for they 8 their ſhops and 80 about their 
4 $ juſt as uſual.” 
That is very ſhocking, and ve indecent two,” 
faid Mr. Simapkins. Wb when 1 church calls 
upon us to commemorate the ſufferings which our 
bleſſed Redeemer ſubmitted to for our ſakes, ſhall 
We go about our worldly affairs, regardleſs of his 


dying Jove? I think if we only read the hiſtory of 


the crucifixion on that day, it rn be N to 25 
" us act „ | 
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ſhould therefore ado Good F 1445 


Eaſter- day, Chriſtmas-day, and Whitſunday, 


to do it of their own accord. 


farmer, and want noweapo 
has fur niſhed them with; and therefore I think 
very eruel to cut their ſpars awa 
ſtecl. A good-natured SORT mand racker be 
| 9 a B * 1 one 1 


4x by 
* Surely, if any day.in the year. deſerves to b 


kept with more ſolemnity than another, it is that o 


our Saviour's death. Not that we ſhould mourn. 
for it on hit account : on the contrary, be told 


women who followed him to his crucifixion, . tha 


they ſhould not weep -for him, but for clues. We 
day of humi- 


liation, for thoſe fins which made 15 208 neceſſar 


for our redemption. And Eaſter-day ſhould be ob- 4 
1 l as a — of joy and thankſgiving for his reſur- 


„ Which is an earneſt of our own. But peo- 


1 are apt to conſider holidays as ſeaſons devoted to 4 


idle mirth, deſigned to be ſpent entirely in frolicking. 
To be ſure it is very agreeable to reſt now and then 


from labour; and we have no occaſion to pray all | | 


day long in holiday time; but I think Good 55 


mand particular attention. * f 4 
While Mr. Simpkins gave theſe uſeful leſſons to 


his family, farmer Mills abandoned his ſervants ts 


their own will, and his cocks to their crueltyz and 
many 3'noble fowl lay weltering in bis blood, de- 
ſtroyed b 7 their wanton barbarity: not only ſo, but 
he — imſelf to a cock- fight (a ſport he was re- 
markably fond of): at this inhuman meeting no leſs 


than four cocks * ught till they dropped down dead; 


and many others loſt their eyes, or were ſo "m—_— 


chat they were never well any more. 


When Richard Bruce heard of this, he nad ch x 
though he did not approve of cock-fighting, he ; 
not think it ſo bad as throwing at cocks. becauſe 
it was the nature of cocks to ght, and they ſeem 3 


They are too apt to fight, indeed,” replied 
2 ns beſides what 8 
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would endeavout to part them. If it is wrong to work 
up men of paſſionate tempers into a rage, and put 

weapons in their hands, it muſt be wrong to ſerve 
birds ſo.” When we ſee to what extreme of violence 
anger will lead even ſuch feeble things as'fowls, we 
ſhould take warning to govern our own! :inclinations' 
to wrath; and rejoice that we have not only reaſon to 
govern our turbulent paſſions; but may have divine. 
grace to reſtrain them, if we will pray for it.“ 

_ I do not think,” faid Mrs. Simpkins, © that 
there is a creature in the world but what we ny 


| ; 25 learn fomething or other from. 52. 


Indeed there is not, Kitty,“ anſwered the - 
mer; if we will make uſe of our reaſon and under- 
2 but, inſtead of that, men are apt to copy 
mals in what they ſhould ſtrive to correct in them; 
to fink tbemleltes even below the creatures 
| whom they are appointed to govern.“ 

On Shrove Tueſday Mrs. Simpkins, agrecably t * 
ber promiſe, treated the men and boys with pancakes; 
hen ſhe and her mother had ſuch a job of frying, 
that they had cauſe to _ that nn _ 
4 BY once 5 121 


CHAP. Nx. 


(Tuna was a moſt. Wer h need; d 
10 purges 5 crop was uncommonly plentiful; ſo 
| hike e had a deal to ſend to market, beſides 
reſerving a ſufficient ftock for his own cattle in the 
enſuing winter; and as he was early in cartying it 
in, he ſold it for a good price, and was enabled to 
up another horſe and two cows: his two former 
£ows were in full milk, ſa that Mrs. Simpkins ever 
week carried butter to market: he had IT 
plenty -of 0 eggs and fucking pigs, 10 fell; 
id her ſaüfages w e quite ere, not merely for 
their Mane d on account” of her * 2 
8 8 here _ 
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There was, belonging to the farm, a large piece of 
rden ground planted for an orchard, but by Mr. 
impkins's excellent management, it produced a 
-. variety of. veget. bles in high perfection, before they 
were plentiful in general; part of theſe he ſold to 
great advantage; ſo that with one thing or another 


he got forward apace, and began to lay by money ' . 


towards his j ear's rent; which was a great pleaſure 
to him. | Eo ot OL TS 
Farmer Mills, on the contrary, was unſucceſsful _ 
in every thing: he neglected getting in his hay 


while the ſun ſhined, and wet weather came on and 


ſpoiled it; his ſheep almoſt all died of the rot; and 
his ſubſtance waſted away by degrees till he was 
involved in great difficulties. ' Inſtead of endeavour- 
mg to extricate himſelf by induſtry and frugality, 
he.drank harder than ever, and often came home. 
fuddled. This his wife found f.ult with; and he 
in return railed againſt her for drefling ſo fine: fo 
they led a very uncomfortable life Va. Tack and of 


- courſe their children were badly looked to, and the 


ſervants left to do as they pleaſed. ' As for the Sab- 
bath-day, it was, in this family, devoted to vice and“ 
licentiouſneſs. "The houſe was either filled with riot- 
ous gueſts, or the farmer and his wife went journies 
to viſit people like themſelves, whom they had nor 

the leaſt friendſhip for. The ſervants, thinking that 
they were juſtified in doing the ſame as their maſter 
anc miſtreſs either tated | | 
Ing and talking all manner of profaneneſs and in- 
decency; of went about frolicking te alchouſes 
with the maids, or other young women, whoſe ſweet- 
| hearts they pretended to be; but of whom they 
made game as ſoon as they left them. 
As for the boys, they diverted, themſelves with 


Z 2 abuſing the poor jackaſs, hunting the cats, fetting : 


| the dogs together, ſpoiling birds“ neſts, and ſuch 
Kinds of cruel divetſions; ot elſe played at chuck= 
5 farthing, toſling-up, &c; and foon learnt th, 
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village to join a drinking party. No was b 
mounted „ full gallop, and ſogn 


theſe bad courſes, their cattle ſuffered a variety of 


hardſhips, heſides thoſe already related. The cows 


were neglected to be milked, the calves to be ſuc- 
© Kled; the horſes were often left without fodder, or 


obliged to run races with unfeeling fellows upon 


their backs, who, perhaps, knocked them about the 


head with ticks, or threw them into a violent heat, 


and turned them in this condition into an open field, 
or tied them to an empty rack or manger, without 
ſo much as a little clean litter to refreſh them 


Me may be fure that the Bleſſing of Gop did not 
attend this diflolute family: none of their affairs 
proſpered; and, with all their pretences to gaiety, 
hey not what happineſs was; for happineſs 
is only to be found with thoſe who ſerve Gop and 


0 


Among Mr. Mills's horſes was one that he kept 


for. his. own; riding; this was better fed than the 


reft,; but it had endured a number of tortures; for, 
though: he was really a handſome beaſt, his maſter 
Could not be contented with him as nature had form- 
aged him, but would have him altered to his own fan- 
eyz {© he had him docked and nicked, and his ears 
cropped, by which means he cut what is eſteemed a 
 . Handſome figure upon the road, where the farmer was 
very proud of exhibiting him, at horſe-races-in par- 
ticular; and, in order to ſhew his mettle, he would 


ip and ſpur him till he went at a furious rate. 


Farmer Mills, like many other thoughtleſs people, 

would often ſuffer his horſe ts drink freely of water 

Juſt as he was ſetting out; and this was t! : ge Js 
Sunday morning when he was going to a diſtant 


_ coming to a hill, inſtead of drawing in his horſe, be 
| 1 


the poor Al 
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till he quite loſt his wind and in going down at the 
ſame rate on the other fide he fell. and rolling over 
his cruel rider broke his thigh; but ſoon j jumping 
| lloped home. Mills lay for ſome time in a 

Puts a condition; till farmer Simpkins, who was 
5 ogg his family to church, accidentally ſaw 


him. He ordered Roger Hicks to go home with one 
of the boys immediately and get. a cart with ſome 


clean firaw ; and Mrs. Simpkins entreated her mo- 
thay to return and ſend a feather-bed alſo: ſhe then, 


her huſband's deſire, went to break the affair to 
Nez Mills, and Richard Bruce was * for 


the doctor. 


Mrs. Mills was drefling hreſelf, being i in expetta- 


tion of company, when the horſe returned without 


his rider; and ſhe was ſetting off with the ſervants 
to look for her huſband, when Mrs. Simpkins met 


her and told her of che accident in as Cautious a 


manner as poſſible. Mrs. Mills was in dreadful . 


2 when ſhe ſaw her huſband, and Mrs. 


pkins endeavoured to compoſe her. In a ſhort 
time the cart arrived, into which Mills was lifted, 


and laid on thefeather-bed, where be groaned with 
"i | 

forgetful of the many unprovoked blows and cuts 

I which he had at diff erent times beſtowed upon the 


v, and vented. a thouſand curſes on the horſe, 


beaſt; and that in the preſent inſtance no fault 


poor 
5 could juſtly be laid to him. 


When Mills arrived at his own houſe he was, with 


; — pain and difficulty, conveyed up ſtairs, and the 
_ ſur 


eon ſoon-arrived, who, with bis aſſiſtant, ſet the 


limb, but pronounced i it a very dangerous fracture. 
As ſoon. as this operation was performed he defired 


his patient might be kept quiet; and old Mrs, 3 


kins offered to fit by him till a nurſe was procured, 
” and Mr. Mills's mother, whom Richar: Brucs was 


to fetch, ſhould arrive. In the meat time, far- 
mer Simpkins and his wife did all the ke to com- 


rn "IMF ys now 1 to feel che dreadful | 
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| which Roger Hicks out, 
IK _ 3 Mills for * his beaſt ſo in, aud upon 
3 t g > 
Þ * 32 Jow't fa ſo, Roger,” replied the farmer, «to 
has a right to the Sabbath as well as 
God Almighty only knows what are 


6 5 _ * ht rather 
. you. 
= 2 — 194 then or that dy tk 


1 * 1 


5 effects r * 
cat thoſe whom ſhe hac deſpiſed: for-their-plain ap- 


parel had minds adotned — Ay tender 


coſtiy g 


to church both morning 
did not think it nec 
_ he had got his wife 


comfort them. 


6 


and we are comin 


12 3 to 2 


from ſuch — 2 „ 


25 0 


to ey at ams — 4 4 
s ae and ket ations | 
© about him; fo left the houſe with many Wies, 

and aſſurances of bei . iu beir | 


that it was a judg“ 


1 » * . 
* * b 
ä ok LY — of 
*% of * 333 
” s . 
_— 
4 bs 
2 

: 


3 OF! e ey it by ** n cries Jes Maniv, 
__ < Dofo, bert replied the farmer ; 45, Wan. 
the ſenſe of # as well as the words." | | 
When Joe had ended it, * This commandment,” 
ſaid: the farmer, is particularly addrefled-'to heads 
of families ; it is therefore the duty of g maſter to 
ſie that ĩt is obſerved, not only, by himſelf, but by 
: all that are in the houſe with him; and this is the 
reaſon why I make it ſuch apoint with me thatyou 
ſhould all go to-church every Sundays twice a ay: * 
ne me read in the evening 
<« Have not we been guilty of a lin, maſter,” il. 
Tom Lang, * ay: in Giving: 2 Kart on * * 4 
* Not at all, Tom,“ replied! the is L ag it» 
was an act of mercy, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt himſelf. 
1 us to do ſuch things; and ys told us that 
. Nice, is to ſay, to public; . ! 
. tent ſee n fell ns 9 
_ diſtreſs we may wn." from church to help him, wich- 
out offending Bod Almighty: nay, we may eyen ſtay - = 
from — to ſavs the life of a beaſt, if Gecaion 
requires; for out Saviour juſtifies ſuch 2 ions by bis 
diſcourſes addreſſed to the Jews, when they found. 
fault with' him for healing diſeaſed people on the 
abbath; and be bas given us a general rule to 8 
9 namely, te ds Tel! on the Sabbath. day. 2 
„ True, taſter,” ſaid Richard Bruce; &« and ur 1 
| Saviour ſays alſo, The fon man is hrd even of the 7 
| Sabbath-dey: the meaning of which is, as I heard our. 
ſay in a ſermon, that every man is ſo far lorag 
of the Sabbath-da dic „that though. mercy and ſacrifice + 
are both commanded,” yet when it ſo happens that 


Res... 


,” || * - the onecapnot de dene without leaving the other - 

"FS 1 undone, we ſhould give mercy the preference. And 
\- | > -heobſerved that ore Lord ſaid likewiſe, The ab. 
= J es made-for mam and: not .man for the ſabbath ;, +, 


by which the parſon told us we were to under- 
= that wen N agents $1 of 
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Keeping a ſabbath 3 but the ſabbath, after man was 
ereated, was ordained for the ſake of man and beaſt 


alſo. 99 


Mrs. Simpkins, to make our beaſts work on the 
Sabbath-day EE | | | 


lf we want their aſſiſtance in any merciful act 


we doubtleſs may,” replied the farmer. It ſtands 


to reaſon, Kitty, that, if a man may help a beaſt, a 


beaft ought to help a man: but for my own'part I 


- hall, in the preſent caſe, take the burden upon my- _ 
ſelf, as one, may ſay-; for I intend, to-morrow after- 
noon, to let both the horſes and the ſervants have a 


holiday, in licu of the reſt they have been deprived of 


to- day; and that ſhall be my rule on all occaſions, 
when neceſſity requires my ſetting them to work on 


the Sabbath-day.” 


Lou are very good, maſter,” ſaid Roger Hicks; 
put, for m 1 120 not deſire N 0 
and if you think God Almighty will not be angry 
with me, I ſhall be willing to work on the ſabbath 
thank you, Roger,” ſaid the farmer; but © 
bope that will not often happen; for we muſt not 
do on the ſabbath what may be done on other days, 
that would be ſinful, becauſe God Almighty has 
|  ballowed the Sabbath - day. God firſt 25 that 
the labouring man and beaſt might enjoy reſt, and 
then Halletoed or ſanctiſied it to holy duties. There- 
fore, if I, who am a maſter, work on the Sabbath-day, 


uch thing; 


I fin; becauſe I do not hallow it according to the 


_ commandment; and if I do no work myſelf, yet ſet 
my ſervants and cattle to work on that day, I ſin like - 
wile; becauſe I take away the bleſſing. I muſt neither 
work nor require work from man or beaft; for though © 
a beaſt has no notion of keeping the Sabbath-day holy, 
he has a right to ref as a Heng. And I think,” 
© _ added he, © we may learn from this commandment 
| that we ſhould not at any time overloatour cattle, or 
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work them beyond-their ſtrengtb; for the end of fe 


| ſeems to be to reach mercy; which is a duty at all times. 
- < But how are we ſure, maſter,” ſaid Roget Hicks, 


appointed?” _ 


* that we really keep the Sabbath-day that God 


„ Whether we do or not,” replied Mr. Simp- 


kins, “ does not ſignify at all, provided we keep the i 
day that is ſet apart as à Sabbath in the church We 
belong to, and hallow one _ ſeven. With God 


all days are alike; and, as t 


Scriptures tell us, | 


even ſabbaths are an abomination to him, if we are 


not merciful.” "2 THY, 
Pray, maſter,” ſaid Joe Martin, “hat is meant 


by the franger that is within thy gate? We have no 


ſtrangers here.” 


I take it to mean,” anſwered the farmer, a 


viſiter or lodger that one may. happen to have ſtay- 


ing at one's houſe; alſo a hireling day-man, or jous- 
1 who does not ſo properly belong to the fa- 
m 


ly as, thoſe who live conſtantly in the houſe; and 1 | 


: ſuppoſe they are mentioned to warn maſters of fami- 
lies not to harbour ungodly people, and to teach them 
to allow their workmen proper wages, that they 


out working on it. So you ſee, my lads,” continued |; 
he, God 
ſorts of people ſhould have leiſure to obey his com- 


replied Roger Hicks; © for I remember onee that 
-when I lived at a farmer's near London, there' was 


may be able to afford to keep the Sabbath-day with- ' 


— has graciouſly ordained that all . 1 


mand of keeping the Sabbath-day holy“ 4 
«© All forts of people do not ind leiſure, maſter,” * 


more work done on a Sunday in the market gardens, 


than on any day in the week; and I have known 


| + _. baſket makers at work for them all day beſiges,”. 


"FY * „ Thank God,” ſaid the farmer, I never was 
in the way of ſuch things. But ho came it about?“ 
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« Why, maſter,” replied Roger, the poor folk - | 
2 3 would 2 | * them on week - 
days if they did not work on. Sundays; and heir 


1 F - 8 


4 » — l 5 o " — 
8 ; . * ky * * * =y ol CY 
2 - . "x as 1 — _ > 4 a. as A 7 . 1 } : Fa \ A a £ 
5 2 1 2a L 3 8 4 , r 1 PI 
%, * _—_— oo F | by FO 2 1 F * L 2 Te wy 1 9 * 8 / * wo 4 


b . 1 


| maſters faid that rich 
oh Mondays ys, and therefore mul fond it tot mar- 
bet; ſo there was a neceſſit) it; and 
they could, not pack it Ne b pa be 

which the haftet - makers could not make ere, 
without eig on Sondays.” 

Den me,” "cried old Mrs. Simpkins, t one 
Soul think London was an heathen _— L-hope we 
mall never have ſuch doings amo I ſhould 
be afraid chat God Almighty would f ad ſome heavy 

judgments upon us; for I have heard Thomas read 
many and many a time that Sabbath · breaking was one 
of the things which provoked the Lord to puniſh the 
Jeus as he did; and God is no reſpecter of perſons,” 
. ſaid the farmer, © whoever is the firſt 
inftipator to the ci imes you mention, Roger, has a 
deal to anſwer for. It is a terrible thing for poor 
folk to be driven to ſuch extremities; but if they are 
really well-inclined, tr may, While they are ga- 
ther ing fruit, think of © and: religion, and even 
Pray in their own: oe and lament their lot.“ 
Aye, maſter,” replied-R * they nh Jo a 
ſomething towards keeping 'Sabbath-da 
een while they are at work; but inſtead of * 1 
_ long there is ſuch profane indecent Talk 
L ahead, that it is enough to make a ſober per- 
Son's fair ſtand an end to hear it; and, after the days 
3 is over, when want certainly have time to read 
=: 1 8 


© Me. im Simpki ns ſaid this agreed with the account. | 


ws annoy him the day before: he then 72 
dee We and read as follows. . 
e Dea Thomas, . * 
Au gad tna you are not too proud to - 
; 44 eld friend no- you are got up in the ee and | 
C. 4 Wag. you" | 5 
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der the Loca people, in a letter 


1 3 


Kittyz God blefs you both, and ſend you many hap- 
py days together. "What comfort it muſt be to you 
to be able to keep youtf mother; 1 ſhould be glad w» \_ 

work for one too, but as I have none, I ſha)! oy. q 

when my.time'is out, to do'fomething for my couſin's 

family. I don't live with my couſin. now, for be 
was ſo 
don, where he thought. | ſhould learn more, and 

\ better when my time is out: and I am va A 

well uſed; and my maſter and miſtreſs go to oy b 

every Sunday, and ſome of the men are very ſober: 

to be ſure there are good and bad of all forts in Lon- | } 

2 and many temptations for young men; but & - 
. hope I ſhall withſtand them all. 

When l had been in London a month, I longed 

- for a breath of freſh air; ſo I aſked my maſter to let 
me go into the 2 he conſented. on my 

promiſe not to get into bad company, John Chand- 

Jer, one of our men, walked with me 2 fe miles ouʒt 


good as to turn me over to a maſter in __ OO 


of town, and we went into a church that lay in our 
way: but, dear heart! how ſurprized I was to ſeee 


the road, nothing but coaches, and chaiſes, and 
bocſes, driving as if it were an horſerace. 
Stage 8 crammed full withinſide, and loaded 
R enough to kill the poor beaſts that drew 
them; poſt chaſes bowling along, drigen by unfeel- 


ing poſi-boys, who whipped the poor horſes without 


mercy, let them be ever ſo tired; nay, even if the ſkin 


. mme . 


of their ſhoulders was quite rubbed off in places E 
_ —_—_ nobody would ever have thought it was. 
21 Aker clrchs es we wanted a hngt dinner, we- | ; 

went to an ordinary, which is a ſort of club where 


each perſon pays a ſhilling, and eats what is put be- 1 
fore him: here we had very good victuals, but I can't. 


believe to be gentlemen; . i 


£4 938 85 cc. * : 1 


do fay. ſo much for the company: there were a number | 
uf 'prentices, who, on Sundays, dreſs out and make; 
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—- «The bert vr wiht 46 was negr the banks of 
the Thames, and the window looked on the river: 
here I faw another fight 1 ſhould not have expected. 
There were 4 number of boats with flying, as 
if they were going to Lord Mayor's thow ; thefe 

were rowed 355 young men, dreſſed in trowſers and 

|. Jackets, hike failors; * Jack Chandler told me they 

F were moſtly prentices and journeymen, and that they 

would either go to ſome plate to ſit angling all day, 

or elſe to a public b to drink; but they could 
not ſtay fo long as the coaches, becauſe of the tide, 

01 fa them go back; and, if it had not been Sun- 

day, I could have had ſome fun in ſeeing them run 
| aground, and ſuch aukward tricks, 
While we were at dinner ſome phaetons (as they 
cal them) drove into the yard of a large inn over the 
bet k with young men and women in them, and ſome 
girls on Erb I thought theſe ſmart folks 

* were nothing leſs than lords and ladies and dukes ; 

- but ſoon found they were rakiſh ſparks and bold 

"IP huſſies—1 was quite to ſee ſuch lights, = 
John Chandler would to church ag 

. > which he did; and, would you believe it, Tom xr | 

HR. were almoſt all empty, v though there wasn very 


. 3 In — evening the road,was worls than bez : 
As "the chaiſes and horſes racketing after one another; 
the drivers drunk, and many of the girth the ſame, 

with faces as red as ſcarlet, — their hi al about 

ther eas. Well,“ ſaid I, „ Jack, le make 
„Paſte home; if this is the way Londoners pals the ; * 
| "Sunday, the Lord have mercy on their ſouls—no as 
wonder ſo many turn 3 and that ſo ain 
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faſter than I uſed to do, as my maſter Jets me go to 


books. If I have any holidays at ' Whitſuntide, I 1 
will come and fee you. My kind reſpetts 7 . 
| W in, 5 


« What ange doings p? cried old Mrs. Simpkine, | I 
laſt trumpet ſhall ſound, and they are called. to give: | 


think nothing of another world; but I hope their 


at the Sunday-ſchools.“ 
0 Well,” ſaid the farmer, & Tt. is now: time to. w 
to bed, therefore let us. join. in prayer to God that 


and let us alſo pray that he will reſtore poor farmer 4 
Mills, and preſerve us from ſuch- dreadful accidents Þ 


and all the family joined with him very: derouilys. 
afterwards weed retired. to reſt, 


farmer Mills, and found he had had a very bad night: 


a a few days the ſurgeon found it neceſſary to eut off 
the limb, in order to prevent a mortification- Thie 
dreadful operation, though Mill;: - 
was followed by a fever, eccaſioned: by the bad Rave. - 
28 . in thro! 


—_— . 4 vs P 7 | . ; 
* "a. 4 4 „ * 
8 N 14 ＋ 4 * \ - i © 
* ts 2 3 | _ "= - 
LOTT 21 * S een 1 1 2 12 v3 
* 1 2 4 65. od "TIT ST 2 "wo 4 1 7 8 hr 5 < 4 
L Mobs. Ee) - WS * * . 5 & 2 3 


ws J | 3 
50 hen in wa the ſmoaky town now and "0 
4e have wrote you a long letter, for I« can write 


#3, y 


an evening- ſchool, and pays for me; and I keep his 


* Your loving — EN ; 
icha owe. 9 


. 


<« jt makes ood run cold in my heart to think 
what ſuch — 3 wicked wretches will do when the 


an account of themſelves to their heavenly judge.” } 
« Ah, poor creatures P” ſaid Richard Bruce, «© they 7 


children who come, after them. will be . better | | 


will give us grace to obſerye the ſabbath properly z. 


as we have ſeen this day.“ He then kneeled down,. 


. i ; , _ 
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wt ſoon as YG Simpkins had ſet lis bien to 1 
work the next morning, he went to inquire after 


after this he kept growing worſe and worle, ſo that in : 


performed with great 


h intemperate. wing and . 
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| {patience in nd this: faner dend him 

df his ſenſes in a great meaſure, but could not deſtroy 
| his. conſctence: inſtead of taſking of heaven as many 
good people do, when light-headed, at the point of 
death, His mind was full of horror, and it was ſhock- 
jog to hear, the dreadful fears he expreſſed. Mr. 
. Sicapkins entrested Mr, Williams to attend him; 


which he readily did ſeveral times, but ceuld never 


find him W enough to join in prayer; but juſt 
before he expired he cried out O that I had ved 
+ . my Maker! chat L had kept his ſabbaths!? 

M, Simpkins, who called in every day, happened 
to be there at this awful period, and was exceedingly 


| affected with the unhappy end of this wicked man. 


He ſtrove to comfort his widow, but ſhe was averſe 
from ſuch conſolatiog as he could offer, and gave 
' way to the moſt violent tranſports of grief, or rather 
: „from the idea that ſhe muſt change her gay 
*_ courſe of ke. Mrs. Sim pkins and her mother joined 
their beſt endeavours, with thoſe of the good farmer, 
| to bring this wretched woman to ſentiments fuitable 
ta ber N but ſhe had no idea of reſignation 


I 2 . ee to the widow; they therefore left 


her Hoping that the violence of her grief would na- 


I tara ſpend itſelf: however, Mrs. Simpkins took 
= he * children home wich ber, and kept * 
men their father was buried. 


 Thouph, as I faid before, Mr. 3 was far 
F from SF fond of caſting refleAions upon others, 
he Wines, it his duty to 2 ſo ſtriking an example 
deſpfe the young people who were under his care; 
he therefore deſcribed to them the latter end of farmer 


to the divine wil; ſhe had no conſidenee in Him 


Mils, and entreated them to accuſtom themſelves to 


keep the Sabbath-day holy, as it was the moſt likely 


mean of preſerving them from wickedneſs and vice. 


He told them that if they did not ſpend: the greateſt _ 
part of it in religious employment. it would 1049 A - 
of ialeneſi inſtead of 1g; and idiench. would: ex D 
e them 10 eee * * « K ir 
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„ yp | 
added he, © it is à true ſaying, that the devil nin 
| finds a man idle but be ſets him to work;” and I believe 
too, that there are more preſurptuons ſins committed 
on the Sabbath«day than on any day of the year; for 
it is a very common thing to hear profane people 
glorying over religious ones, for the auer they ſup- 
poſe the latter to be under, and their own freedom: 7 
from reftraints, which is as much as nn. Gd vj 


and {inning in ſÞite of his commands... 
Mrs. Simpkins ſaid that though the was not in 


Mills' s room at the aft, ſhe ſaw enough to make her 4 


frequently ſay to herſelf, Let me die the death- of the Þ 

righteous, and let my laſt end be like his! 4 
Old Mrs. , ſaid, that only fooliſh people 
mock and jeer and ſcoff at religion, for ſhe was cer 
tain that there war nothing like it to bear up the- Þ 
mind under misfortune;. and when ſhe was trying to 2 
comfort Mrs. Mills, ſhe could not help thinking. 


what conſdlation ſhe had received from religion when, I 


wy” loſt one of the beſt huſband's that ever was.” 

, miſtreſs,” ſaid Richard Bruce, religion is: 
hot Wig for grief, and the beſt ſweetener-of 
wick or I wilt be — to ſay. that — 22 4 
enjo ty as much again as wic peop do.“ 

a ren — Richard,” replied the 
farmer; for in proſperity a righteous r man rejoices. 2}! 
in having the means of doing good to others; and he- 
| lifts up bis heart with thankfulneſs to the giver of alk © 

things; and you know the Pfalmiſt faid, a- 
pleaſant and a joyful thing it is to be thaniſul. But 2 
wicked man in proſperity, thinks only how he may: 
indulge his vices, and runs into all kinds of riots,, 
which muſt make him unhappy in the midſt of his. 
ſeeming mirth. But what muſt he feel at the hour- 


of death! He cannot look forward to a. world of: 3 


_ eveflaſtin bappineſs; and all n. A ws I 
LET and horror.“ ll 


a rats * in a ature fue fn 
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Mes. Simpkins, J think they never could lead ſuck 

. Careleſs lives.” 

The te is, Kitty,” tied the former, 

that few like to think of a future ſtate till they 

are juſt entering upon it ; inftead of living in con- 

Rant preparation for it.” 

What do you think of © death-bed repentance, 
maſter ?” ſaid Richard Bruce. 

1 think,” replied the farmer, © that it is very 


dangerous to truſt to it, Richard. 'No one, wha lives 


„in a courſe of fin, can poſſibly tell what their diſpo- 


© Fition will be at the laſt, if their ſenſes are continued; 
and their heads may be {o bad from the firft, that they 
may not be able to think; they may drop down dead 
- Fuddenly; or may be killed by an accident“ 
I have people plead the example of the 
thief on the croſs, in favour of a death-bed 
—_— ſaid Richard. 
This example,” anſwered the farmer, t encou- 
| rages ſinners to ſeek the mercy of God through 
Chrift at their laſt moments, if their penitence is ſin- 


= cere; but you find by the other thief who was cruci- 


| hed with our Lord, that, unleſs there is a diſpoſition 
a the mind to improve divine grace, it is offered in 
vain. God does not force ſinners to repent, whether 
they will or no; and I hope none of my houſehold 


4 Vill run ſucha bazard as to drive off repentance to ſo 


dangerous a time, but ſerve their Maker and keep his 


| - fabbachs before that awful hour arrives; that they may 


not have. cauſe to lament their omiſſions, when too 


gte, like poor Mills. Let me perſuade you, my lads,” 


; | grace, ftudy the hol 


ſiaid he, addrefling himſelf to the boys, to ramember 

Jour Creator in 220 of yur your youth; pray for divine 

riptures, and u FA your. beſt , 

endeavours to copy tho life f your bleſſed Redeemer. 

Feer C and lee his commandments; for nn 
Jou e at the loft. 

he boys Aut properly affected with this diſ- 


3 ue; * ey were both much wes, 


e . 


_— 
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In a ſhort time after the funeral, all Milly 8 effets 
were ſeized by the creditors, and Mrs, Mills was 
Sulig to leave the houſe. A fale was made to pay 
the debts, and the furniture fetched a. good deal of 
money; but the live ſtock was ſo very bad, that none 
but Mr. Simpkins would bid for the cattle; ſo that 


he bought three horſes and two cows for a very ſmall ©_. 


ſum ; the riding horſe was forfeited to the lord of the I 


manor, on regu of having occaſioned the death z 


of a man. 2 
When farmer Simpkins* s ſervants drove off the } 
poor ſkeletons of cows and horſes, the neighbouring 
farmers laughed at his purchaſe ; however, when he 
did what his conſcience told him was right, he cared 
not for the ridicule of the world; for he thought the 
poor beaſts had ſuffered enough, and he ales 
give them a little good treatment. 
At firſt he did not ſet the horſes. to work, for he Y 
ſaid many ſabbaths were due to them, and it was ſur= 
prizing to ſee what difference a week or two made 
in them: when be got them a little in heart he ſet Þ 
them to light work, and never put them in the ſam 
team with his ſtrong cattle; by degrees they got ſtout 
+ and able, and were as good as horſes that he muſt | 
have given a high price for: ſo Mr. Simpkins had 
am le amends for his charity, beſides the pleaſure 
43 The cows alſo improved as much, 
2 paid og in milk, butter, and cheeſe. -  } 
Farmer Mills had a dog which he had taught to 4 
bark at Mr. Simpkins whenever he ſaw bim; ane 
indeed the latter was obliged to walk with a good 
oaken ſtick to prevent his biting him. In the hurry 


and confuſion occafioned by Mills's accident, this 1 


dog, which was chained up in a ſtable at a diſtanes 
from the houſe, was left two days without victuals. 
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cots 'of bis Sb and, as ſoon as he beard that 

| He had been forgotten, he -begped to be ſupplied with 
' ſome bones, which he carried himſelf and gave to 
- Him. The poor creature received this welcome gift 
| with a thankful and a grateful heart; he wagged Tis 
; tail, he barked, be howled with joy, and licked the 
tet of his dene faclor, who kindly releaſed him 48 

his conknement. It is impoſſible to expreſs the 


F tranſport of the poor creature, who appeared s if = 


Sis nature was er. altered; and>from' that hour 
} He was à good truſty ſervant to Mr. Simpkins, 
| and never 2 be bs. drives from his houſe, but 


ua, :ded it well, and was his maſter's walking com- 


| . panion many years,” till be died of old age. The 


=_=— greybounds were purchaſed by a ſporting gen 
| Ueman in the neighbourhood. What little poultry 


here was Mr. Simpkins purchaſed. The ES . 


| which Mrs. Simpkins "ſaw uſed ſo cruelly, were 
| Hoth dead; the puppy had been given away, and 
the old eat was hunted to death by the boys, while 
| their maſter lay a dying. 

As for the ſervants, - they of edurſe loſt theirip aces; 
and it was fo long before they could get others, that 
. they fuffered many diſtreſſes; for nobody, who loved 
regularity, would hire perſons who had hyed in fo. 
Norder a family. - „„ 
dat Whitfuntide, Richard Hows ads i 

| paſs u fortnight with bis friends; one week of which 


| he ſpent very happily wich Mr. er en re 


bpheartily rejoiced to fee him fuch a neat creditable 
booking young fellow; and he told him there was no 
| doubt he would make his way in the world. Richard 
| © told a number of ſtories about the ways of the Lon- 


Y me reſt of the family lift up their bands with won=- | - 5 


der and concern; he alſo deſcribed the ſine buildings, 


- andthelamps; and alt the fights he bad ſeen, which. 
| diverted them very much; ſe that When the time 
1 e e * 


N 


don people which made the boys ſtare again, and 1 5 


3 occaſion Mr, Simpkins allowed the lads and laſſes a 


t 111 13 


ble à companion. The heep-ſhearing: 
S kile Richard Howe was there, on which +7 


loſe ſo agreea 


dance in the barn, ale 1 Joined with Foo When his 
friend was going, the farmer ſhook him heartily by 
the hand, and they e each other $0 con- 

5 inue to lead reli over lives. 9 
Mrs. 1 this time, received a letter | 
from Mrs. Brown, informing her that ſhe was not 
2 well, and had been adviſed to try change of air; 

refore, if ſhe could accommodate her, ſhe ſhould Þ 
be glad to board with her for a month or two, ane 
— bring Rachael Smithers with her, whom her 
daughter, Mrs. Bennety had given up ts her n 
_  Litty's . This would have been joyful 

news to Mrs. p 


damped by her concern for the lady s ineſs; how- 
5 2 ſhe got the beſt bed well aired, and in a few 
days her . miſtreſs arrived. Mrs. Brown was 
very indi 


erent, and the journey had fatigued ber a 
. good deal; but by the great care and attention that 
was paid her, and the goodneſs of the air, her health 
_ mended every day, and ſhe was foon able to partake © 
of the happineſs 0 of this worthy family. The farmen 
continued his Sunday evening inſtruction, 3 7 
Mrs. Brown in ſiſted ſhould be given in the pa 4 
as uſual 3 and ſhe often joined her own ee. 1 
The harveſt-time came on ſoon __ her Seriy 4 
when Rachael Smithers was of great uſe to Mrs 


kins, had not the pleaſure been ; 


Simpkins and her mother, Who . to find the 4 
work too heavy, as the ſtock of every thing inergaſed,. 


and they had currant wine to make, and othes good: 
things, which their, garden enabled them to ha dg at 


nttle expenſe, Mts. Brown had great entertainment 42 


in walking in the fields to ſee the reapers cutting 
down the corn; it was Rkewiſe very pleaſing to ob- 
ſerve the farmer encouraging them by his kindneſs to 3 
purſue their byltneſs with + Woh building up the 
| * ererg ao * —_ pins to view 


FRE Tx. 


ED Ln J 5 
them with a countenance that expreſſed the gratitude 
of bis heart for the plentiful increaſe which God had 
| graciouſly granted him. When they began carrying 
in the harveſt, the gleaners were permitted to come 
into the field, and found a treaſure there; for the 

good farmer had literally obeyed the divine precepts 
concerning them, which he had written down in bis 
pocket - book. An incident happened reſpecting one 
of theſe, which I cannot help relating, as it will. 
afford a leſſon which may be uſeful to many. 
Among the gleaners was a lad whom Mr. Simp- 
teins obſerved to throw down a bee, after having ſucx- 
eld its bag of honey: as the poor inſet was dead, Mr. 
Simpk ins ſaid nothing to the boy at the time, but let 
him purſue his work till he had gathered as much 
. corn as he could well carry: another gleaner aſſiſted 
him to lift it on bis head; and he ſet off with his 
. "Joad, pleaſing himſelf with the thoughts of the pyra- 
ſure he ſhould have in contributing towards the ſup- 
ply of the family who were at that time in great diſ- 
treſs. What then muſt be his ſurpriſe and Hfoppoine- 
ment in finding his ſtore ſeized by farmer Simpkins, 
While the reſt of the gleaners were ſuffered to pro- 
| "ceced? Every one wondered at this action in fo kind a 
{ neighbour, and ſtopped to hear it explained. On. 
74 this, the farmer ſaid to the boy) Do you remem- 
der what you did to the poor bee this morning? He 
was, like you, carrying home his gleanings, when, 
with great barbarity, you caught him, robbed, and 
murdered him. For this cruelty I mean to puniſh 
vou; for 1 will never ſee any innocent creature ill 
uůſed on my grounds without taking its part.“ The 
doy begged and ontreated that he might have the 
 _. Corn; as his mother, who was a widow, had not any 
money to buy bread; and-promiſed; that he would 
| - -never more kill a bee, On this, the good farmer 
| acſtored his gleanings ; but defired bim, and ever 


F _ one preſent, to remember that bees worked as bard, 


| andere 3 capable of fling; as theniſclyes; which, 
* 4 > — 7 —5 . N 9 1 : | E a J 
3 By 44 = . g N 
* SH * f 5 < : | ; 
- J a ** ö 3 . 


* 4.4 
4 $2] 
W LY Cong * + 1 
1 0 3. . 
— 1 


{ L * * 47 2 8 i : * 2 
* IF 7 8983 5 „ < , a * - : "ads Ys 
. | FR 3 0 
: N 8 
** 8 a 2 , a — 8 2323 Fl * 
** 6 . * FWW * 2 a 1 A n 4 1 3 
Fey” POLL" RIPE th . 4 Ad I bis. an Ce APRN "190-4 


1 : : . * 
* ' * | * F 7 
Lg 1 2 - 5 433 
1 . * & , LT x 7 r 
8 1 8 e n 22 1 2 
8 q r wy , ”M a 
1 2 8 7 * 2 3 #7 


A 


he ſaid, ee if they would 
come, the firſt. leiſure day, to fee his wife's bees, 
which were then at work in ſome glaſs hives that 
Mrs. Brown had made her a preſent of. - 
Mrs. Brown, who. was by, was extremely delight- 
_ ed at, the farmer's method of bringing this matter 
home to the boy's own feeling, and told the gleaners, 
that it was pity to deſtroy ſuch induftrious creatures 
as bees, merely for the ſake of fucking their bags of 
honey, which had coſt them ſo much pains to collect 
from flower to flower. If this bo y had even rob- 
bed the bee without killing him,” continued the 
lady, the poor creature would have been ruined; 
for the queen of the hive ſuffers none of her ſubjects 
to return without honey: ſhe allows no idlenefs in 
her dominiohs. I am ſure, Mr. Simpkins,” added 


Mrs. Brown, that none of theſe good people, who 


know what labour is, and who have felt the comforts 

of enjoying the fruits of their induſtry, will ever de- 

ſtroy bees, when they are fhewn how ingenious and 
Mos they are.” 

The harveſt being now * the laſt Joat 
was carried home in great triumph, and an excellent 
ſupper, conſiſting of cold buttock of beef, a leg of 
mutton and other good things, was provided : to 
which was added plenty of nut-brown ale, which 


went cheerfully round, accompanied with many a 


ſ The farmer bimſelf fung Harvgft-bome. 
Win] he had finiſhed, Roger Hicks ſaid there was 


ſomething in that ſong which he could never under- - 1 ; 


ſtand ; Serious bids play: he could not think: what 
ſerios refs had to do with a barveſt feaſt] ! 
: rs. Brown, who went into the kitchen to viw- 
the merry party, was greatly diverted at Roger's in- 
nocent miſtake; and the farmer told him, that he 


| had aſked learned gentleman the meaning of the 
word, who told. him that Ceres was the name of a4 


= N 
II, us. vor naghiog ra here,” 
"cries 
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who they fancied took. care of cn. 


Very well, 
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eries Roger: „Well then, “ ſaid 0 


the future I will fimg—For. notu vue may play, and kerp 


Holiday, &: All the company allowed it to be a 
Z — Roger was called 


upon to fing 


ahn Barleycorn; which her did with a 
of humour. 
the farmer; I ſhall be even with you, R 
What have 


ery. for 
votos to do in a jeſting ſong?” This 


Bruce bid, « if 1 was a printer, 
And they all 'agreed, but nat in wrath.” . This will 


 doexcellently well,” faid the farmer: . but ow would 

 youdlter the ſecond verſe, Richard ? This puzzled 
thenvforfome time; and at laſt Tom Lang ſaid that 

de thought it might be, £* fodthes decleradin? ry one: 
Which EROS _ alſo approved; and Roger was 

| again, with theſe amendments. 

85 40 the farmer; and now, 


_gefired to ſing 


e eee * nobleman of Sir John, let me 
— ou to take care. that he does nut knock 
Wn.“ 


pretty : but now- a- days a man was afraid to lay out 


- @#half-penny in fon dE ET yy ſhould 

LE 
Among the labourers was a man maze Widen | 
Smith, who eſteemed himſelf a great ſcholar, and po- 
bitician. On the company joining in chorus with Mr, 
Simpkins in God fave the king, William Smith obſery= 
| ed], that, as for the king, he had nothing to ſay againſt 
Rim, but he believed his miniſters were no bettet hum 
= — & ſhould be; For 2 read a 


Woes 


ent deal 
When he had finiſhed jt, eben, aid 


ſet all the compa porn thinking bow it could be al- 
tered; and Dear 
Iould print the third line of the firſt verſe thus; 


„ that he knew his tricks too 
1 Aſter Which a eil 
other ſongs were ſung; to moſt of which obj 
_— _ on this Richard N ſaid that be 
. thought it was 4 great pity ſome perſon would 
not look over wakes, e den a great many 
that wanted but little alterations to make them very 


reat deal about 
. 
Mr. 


*. 


* 


countrymen ſtare, But come,“ ſaid he, tis m 


nb i 
Mir, Seng replied, that for his part he ai 
not pretend toknow ch about the king's miniſters; 
nor, indeed, did he think any man.could, Who lived 


at ſuch a'diſtance from them; and kdmaade it a rule 
not to talk evil of the ruters of the lm but mould pay 


| the taxes wirkt i re whileheeould oy the Li q 


fruits of his induſtry, and fe in ee | 
de and bis own E- ire: and he eſired no polite 

t be talked at his table“. 

ich atd Bruce ſaid, ** that he thought mers 
were ſtupid things; j he ſaw nothing diverting in-them, 
except about men who rode upon fout horſes at once. 
flying about in 2ir-balloons, and ſuch kind of things | 
and he had ſome thoughts chey were put in to 


turn to ſing now.“ On this he immediately truck 
up The ploteghman's deligbt; which 8 
fulyefs that politics h nearly put an end to.. 
In this manner the evening paſſed away tin the 


cel ſtruck eleven, the hour fixed upon for thar 4 


departure; when every one of the men returned = 
home quite ſober, though cbeerful. When they 
were gone, Mr. Simpkins obſerved to Richard 
that good ale was certainly to be reckoned among 
the bieflings "of fe, ron it was taken in mo- 
deration, + that it was very proper for working 
people; but as for drams, a man might as well pour 
Itediead down his throat, for they would as ſurely 
deſtroy him, though not ſo quickly: he therefore 


| begged his ſervants never would be rite to drink | 


them. He then defired them to collect their t 2 
and join with him in a ſhort prayer, in which he re- 
turned thanks to God for the bleffings he had ſhow- 


ered down on the land, and for the ſhare of them 


which was allotted to himſelf. Mrs. Brown declared 
berſelf extremely delighted with the ſcene of ruſtie 
feſtivity, from which all borfterous noiſy-mirth, and 


intemperate exceſs, were baniſhed; and each party | 
n — (7: - 7" =: 
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Tag orchard was as fruitful as the fields had been, 
ſo that after, ſelling a deal of fruit at market, 


Mrs. Simpkins was enabled to lay by apples enough 
for her uſe in the winter, and to make a ſmall caſk 


of cyder, She had alſo made alittle grape wine; but 
the latter was intended only to treat friends with. 


_ When Michaelmas came, the farmer found that 


be had not only more than double the ſtock he begun 
with, but had money ſufficient to pay his year's rent, 
and the intereſt of the ſum he borrowed of ſquite 
Harvey, This, on the quarter-day, he carried to his 
landlord, who was ſo pleaſed with his punQuality, 


that he told him, nothing ſhould be wanting on his 
part to make him happy. OE 


M. Brown ſtaid till the weather began to be cold, 
when ſhe returned in good | 
and Rachael Smithers went with her. At her depar- 


health to her daughter; 


_ ture, Mrs. Brown made Mrs. Simpkins a preſent for 
. her board, with many acknowledgments for the ples- 


ſure the had received in her family. 

As ſoon as Rach. Smithers was gone, 
found it neceſſary to hire a m 
. cows, and a great deal of dairy work, ſhe could not 


Mrs. Simpkins 


& 
* 


manage it without more aſſiſtance than her mother- 
. in-law was able to give: ſhe therefore looked out 


among the poor neighbours for a ſtrong plain-dreſ- 


fing girl; but there was not one to her mind old 


enough, ſo ſhe hired Lydia Tompkins, who ſeemed * 
to be an induſtrious modeſt young woman, but in- 
clined to a fault, which has of late years crept in 
among the laborious poor, even in villages far diſ- . 
tant from London, of affecting to fallow the faſbions _ 
of people in higher ranks in life. Mrs. Simpkins 
made it a condition of her hiring Lydia, that e 
 . ſhould wear ſuch caps, and other clothes, as ſhe her- 


ſelf ed, to which the girl 
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rather than loſe a 1 Mrs, 
Tompkins was a gripe woman, and had 
complied with her daughter's deſire of wearing gauze 
caps and handkerchiefs, from an idea. that they were 
cheaper than cloth ones; not conſidering} that they 
would ſcarcely bear waſhin 0 e and, when dirty, had 
ti 


a much more mean and un nce than linen. 
She had alſo bought ſome things, which ſhe - 
thought Aer, of a lady's maid.. All theſe gew- 
es impkins required to be laid aſide; in the 
Tom of which ſhe bought Lydia (by the bounty of 
Mrs. Harvey, and rs. Williams) a camlet gown, 
24 other e a piece with it; and when the 
girl camel hog! place, Mrs. Simkins ——_ 1 
_ her by telling het that the had been a poor girl her- - 
ſelf, l bag always been praiſed by her betters for 
© grefſing in hat plain way: * old Mrs. Simpkins 
aid, that, for: park the thought a fine cap ka. ö 
a;patched go look stil meaner. That it did not 
ſignify Ba one piece of finery, if a woman could 
not be fine from head i foot: that poor folks money 
was hardly earned, and mould not be lightly ſpent. 
She alſo adviſed Ly e every day with her hair, 
not only combed clean, but put up 5 W Þ 
handkerchief pinned even, and her ſhoes up at the | 
heels. Modeſty requires that you ſhould dreſs in 
this manner, Lydia,” ie Mrs. Simpkins; for it 
will be a likely mean to keep you from rompin __ Fs 
hoydening. We may ſee the bad effects of loo 
tire in many young women, who grow quite bold aby 1 
it. If you want to imitate. your betters, child,” 
added ſhe, © copy them in goodnafs. No dre will 
make ladies of poor folks, but the very meaneſt may 
become a Chriſtian, which is a much higher character; 75 
and one way of pleaſing God, is toſhew, by wearing } 
ſuitable are that we are contented with the Rats _ 
of life he has thought fit to place us in. 
As Mrs. Simpkins was a very kind miſtreſs, * - 2 
5 4 Frm * — 5 ** her . 2 
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Will tempt them to leave his ſervice. Tom Lang 


and eaſy a death as poſſible; aud never els them in 
their old age, leſt other maſters thou 3 
treat them, well knowing that, if the are nor fit for 2 
bir work, they are not fit for any: 


| firms, who” has in his turn 1 
pariſh offices with great hu 


| out blefingez their fi 


- viluadle to che world: and) as theſe amiable children 
row up, they affiſt their father and mother in their 


| A Roger Hicks co continue lo firmly | 
attached to their maſter, that no advance of 9 8 | 


looks __ to 5 2 mm ; and Joe Martin i is grown. | 


r 's. cattle became old in bis ** 
and, ene. — proper teſt and kind 


enn do no more, he kim 
work, t. age and infirmitics rena ir N 
comfortable; in which caſe he puts them tbr as thuick 


. 
Mr, Williams teſtifies great regard for the "2 


poor” never mention him, bis "wife, or — 4" — 
0 * them 3 -their- 
equals. love them. 


Old Mrs. eee good health though 
advanced in age, and- has lived to ſee fix * . 

children, nam . four ſons and two daughters, — : 
are educated by their pious parents to the imitation 
* virtues which have rendered themſelves ſo 


e employments, ſo as to eaſe their labours 


t for work longer than they would e - Fe. 
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and lighten their cares; and, in love to each other, 2 
they are patterns to all brothers and fiſters. 8 wg 
In the courſe offyears, Mr. and Mrs. Simpkins | 62 
have ſhared witk their neighbours the uſual diſap- | 


© pointments by ſndement ſeaſons; but while others, . 
according to the cuſtom Wien ſome: farmers, mur- -|. 
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; obſerving, that weather which is bad for one 
thing is good for another and, through the bleſſing 
of Providence, their loſſes have either leſs than 
could have been expeCted, or made be. leg them ſome 
other way: ſo that every year: has in- 
creaſed their ſtore, and enabled them to be more 


liberal to their indigent fellow- creatures; and Mr. 


Simpkins is become an o t- farmer, and rents a 
conkliderable part of Mr. -y's eſtate: but neither 
he or his wife ever forget from whom their — 
flow, or in what manner Chriſtians ſhould 
chem. Sickneſs. and ſorrow ſometimes fall to the 
lot; but every affliction is borne with patient ſub- 
mill the Divine will, and. 8 12 
e ann 


/ the examples and infleudions 83 in 
. hiſtory have due influence on thoſe: for whoſe 
uſe they are deſigned, and excite them te the prac- 
tice of aniverſal benevolence ! And may every reader, 

like kame eke SIT have. the; fax + 
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LITTLE SPELLING. BOOK: „ 
45 * Second Edition en- 


2. . EASY LESSONS, 2 ſequel tothe adore, 64. 


"4 ANINTRODUCTION TO THEKNOW- 
LEDGE OF NATURE, and reading the 
+ _ Holy Scriptures. Fourth JA TS 


4 FABULOUS HISTORIES; teaching the 
 properareatment of animals. 2d edition, * 


5 2 SERVANT's FRIEND & 383 

the religious given at . 

- and other — by g out the 

practical Application of them in a State of ol 
vitude. Third Edition, 9d. or 8s. per doz * 


6. SACRED HISTORY ; ſeleded Wal the 
res of the Old and New Teſtament: 


t. * 


2d Edition, 6 Vols. IL 18. bound. 3 


Nr ECONOMY OF CHARITY; or an 
Addreſs to Ladies concerning Sunday-ſchools, 
2 4 FIVE of Benet ane 

bution of Ons encltions, 8 
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